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Notes of a Trip to South America with 
the President and Directors of 
The Royal Bank 

THE party consisted of Sir Herljcrt Holt, 
President; Mr. C. E. Neill, General Manager; 
Messrs. A. J. Brown, KJ\. CI. Herrick 
Duggan, Albert E. Dyment, \V. H. McWilliam?i, 
Directors; Mr. C. C. F'ineo, the Sufervi-ur for 
South America, and the Hon. '^mf ir ,v '^\}'it'-' 

Those from Montreal left on Ihursciav. 5th 
F^ebruary, 1925, at 9 p.m,, by the D. & H for New 
York. 

On Friday morning, all of the partv mi-t at xhx. fn.^.. 
Royal Bank about ffllsi-day, and then, as th^- ^u^sts -^tk "Vfr. 
of Mr. E. R. Kenzer, Siib-Gfjvernor of the Bank, 
went to the Federal Reserve Bank. We were 
entertained in one of the private flinin8,-rooms of 
the Bank, and after lunch were shown over the 
building — or as much of it as we wished to see. 

The Federal Reserve Bank btiildina: w;cttpies 
an entire l)Iock and is one of the iarprest and most 
up-to-date of its character in the world. Flie archi- 
tecture is plain and in good taste The arrangement 
of the offices and banking room-^ i- > ^f ni.i-,1 nii'd* u 
conct^ption. Below the banking rooms are three 
lloors containing vaults, all well below tht level 
ot the street. The lowest of these ^^aults contains 
the gold supply, and the door, or entrance, to the 
f-iult room is of special design, revolving when it 
opens and sluits. like a hiiee bail, and when clostxl 
sinks two or three feet below the level of the tli.x>r, 
thus niakincf it an absolutely solid oo! iimn oi steel 
The metal in this door is several feet thick, and it 
is calculated tliat even by most modern methods 
it could not be drilled in less than several hours, if 
at all. As an additional protection this vault can 
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Friday, also be Hoodeti. Wc were aIIo\\xxi to ]oak into 
6th- Feb- several cages, or rooms, stroiiiih^ proioctod bv steel 
&«fcw i^jjj-g^ gj-jtl'" f^]\Q.^_l bright gold bars or piles of 

canvas bags containing $20.00 gold pieces. 

The vaiHlt room contained, at the lime of our 
visit, about one billion dollars of gold. On the 
next two floors above there are similar strong rooms 
and vaults; the efte immediately above the gold 
vault containing paper and silver currency, the upper 
or third vault being used for the safe keeping of 
securities. 

The Federal Reserve Bank is the central bank 
or clearing hotise for all member banks in its district — 

United States being divM»d iWo twelve banking 
districts, and New York, the most important, is, 
naturally, the chief office of the organization. Ever>^ 
national bank is required to become a stockholder, 
to the extent of 6 per cent, of its capital and surplus 
(of which 50% must be paid in), in the Federal 
Reserve Bank of the district in which it is situatf^. 
State banks and trust companies may also l>ecome 
member banks under certain conditions. On June 
30th, 1923, there "were 8,236 national bank members 
of the Federal Reserve system and 1,620 member 
state banks and trust companies, giving a total of 
9,BS6 member banks. The largest district was 
Chicago with 1,434 member banks, the smallest 
Boston with 427 members. 

The Federal Reserve Banks, except for open 
market purchase, do no bankinc business with the 
public, but only with then- member banks. They 
mav !s«ue Fed<*ral Reserve n^trs against gold or 
commercial ]>a|)(;r ^vnh n rni-jiijuun gold reserve of 
40 per cent. The whole system is under the control 
of the Federal Reserve Board, composted of the' 
Secrcitary of the Tntasury and the Controller of the 
Currency, both "ex-officio," together with six other 
apjxjinted members. The primary funt;tion of each 
of the reserve banks is to hold the reserves of the 
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member banks and to i-.sue i''efjs;r;tl Ke>fcrve bank Friday, 
notes, which make up a larf<e pari of t.he UniLwi States Feb. 
pa[)er money. Any- niernlKir bank rnay rfefjfisit its 
commercial paper (promissory notes aod biJls dis- 
counted for customers) and receive in fx^hange 
bank notc^ or crefbt'^ on the bonJ:, of tbf rc^-'-rve 
bank wiiich count as "reserves." Thus an elastic 
currency is provided, which may be readily increased 
or decreased with the tn-nd of bn«ini'~.~ i-orrl:*^ m-, 
tending to prevent the recurring "panics" inevitable 
under the old banking system. If there are profits 
on the transactions made b\' th-- Fi-dt ral Rf-^t-rve, 
a dividend of 6% is allowed to the shareholders 
after providing for reserve and other necessary rest 
funds; any surI>ll!^ ovt-r and above the^r- charges 
is then paid into the Federal Treasury at Washington, 
Th(^ member banks send deposits to the Federal 
ReserN'e. and we saw large rooms tilled with a Dusy 
staff sorting cheques and others sorting currency 
obtained in this manner. Hundreds of thousands 
of cheques and a large amoiiiit of curreacy are 
handled in this way daily. 

In sorting the currency, all worn or damaged 
bilb arc put asirk', made int<i packages >A -r.iac.ard 
amoLuits and later cut in two by a giiillodiie cutler, 
half of the bill being shipped tt> the Treasury at 
Washington, where it is checked, and if the amoinir 
claimed is found correct, the remaiiiiiig half is then 
despatched, the whole to tje destroyed and replaced 
by a new issue, A\hich kee^~^ the paj^-er circulation 
of the United States in creditable condition. In 
this manner the memb'^r banks obtain new currency 
whi'ii rcfjuircil, through the crcdii-. thc\ ha\e 
created hy their deposits, or when Hk.'Ce&sai'T,-, they 
obtain fnrth^r credit by de|x^siting securities or 
rediscouitting conmiercial or customers' i>a|xif. 

The Fr-lm-al Rescrse JJauk of >>,e\\ York employs 
a staff of 2,500, sotne departments working in threi^ 
shifts, as the work has to go on continuou.sK on 
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FrMm<, account of the deliveries coming in at different; lionrs 

6th Feb. of the day and nighl . 

A conifoiiablL rkv-.taurant is provided for tlic 
staff, with private dining-rooms for the heads of 
the departments and superior ofificers. There is 
also a largi and well-equipped Health Department 
and Hospital— all employees ha\^e to pass a medical 
exaiiiiiiation befort eng^agement. and receive medical 
and dental treatment free. Employees must also 
submit to a thorough medical examination at least 
once a \ear, \"\e were j;reatly interested in and 
surprised at the mag-nitude and thorough organiza- 
tion of the business which has l)cen (-reated In- 
this institution. 

In the e\-ening we were entertained at dinner at 
the Uni\-ersitY Club by i\Ir. Buchard, of the General 
Electric Company-, and Mr, Young, Chairman of 
this corporation. There were about fifty guests, all 
prominent in financial, raih\ a}\ and large commercial 
enterprises. 

The guests were received in a large room in the 
upper'part of the Club, and from the appearance of 
the side table it was e\ident that the prohibiiion 
liquor la^^s v. eir not -trictly observed in New ^'ork 
City. e wti'v af!\iM<-l that the stock on view for 
pr^eparatory potions, before dinner, which were 
setn-ed with the usual hors d'oeuvres, as well as 
the ones served at dinner, which were of very tine 
vintage, wci'c frcni the frlvsLte stock of Mr. Buchard, 
secured btff the psohibitidn hiws came into force. 
Mr. Puchard f^roptjned tJie toast to his \ isiting 
CajKidiaJi t,Liests, which was suitably replied to 
li>- ^>5^ Herl>erl Hull, and se\ ituI other sh(iri spcT-chcs 
wtrf made duimy ihe i \ ening, whicli was a most 
enjoyable '*ne, jnd ihi- etitertainment ' generally 
all that c( uld b' ilesirnd. 

SaiuB&f.f The weal her T.\'as ilne and waun. We were 
/'th Feb. quite busy during th-e tnoming making purchm^igs 
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of items we had ovfTlooked, but were fonsiclered Saimiay, 

necessaiy to oljlain before sailing. Our shi]j, the 7//* Feb. 

"Voltaire," of the Lamport Holt Line, left the pier 

at 4.30 p.m., and although it had fjeeji warm m 

the city, we soon found a cool breeze outside the bay. 

The "Voltaire" is a new ship of 2L000 tons, built in 

1923 and up-to-date in every ;cs|X'ct. Being an 

oil-burner, therete lfO or grit. The ec|t.iipmcnt 

and service were excellent. The sme>ke-rtjom is 

designed as an old fCnglish inn with fire-i)Iace, 

burning coal, and the ceiling- of heavy dark oak 

beams with filling between the beams of roughcast, 

with fancy stained windows at each end of the roof 

of the smoke-room, all giving a very comfortabte - 

and ornate effect. 

Our party had a table for eight in the dining saloon- 
Alr. A. J. Brown, K.C., anti I were k.icated in ad- 
joining state-rooms with private bath between. 

The weather contintied warm asid bright with Sumiay, 
a smooth .sea, and we cvpected to hiivo a xvry quiet v/^ pg^,, 
trip, but in the afternoon a breeze got up Avhich, 
during the night, developed into a fair-sized gale. 
The ship was very steady, and althotigh there was a 
little rolling and pitching, we hardly noticed it. 
The day passed as is usual on board ship, with variows 
deck games and getting acquainted with the other 
passengers. 

The \\'ind quieted do\\n and the air was quite ^fonday, 
warm. We had retiched the gulf stream and deck 'Hk fcb. 
games were becoming more popular. The horse- 
race game was started on this date ami continued 
every day during the \(nagr. Sonu- t\\f[ii\ -lations 
or chalk line-., about a yard apari, an- m.nuid an 
the dcH~k and -^ix toy hor.ses p!ace<i on the srarting 
line. P(K)!s a'" '',en sold on the restsit of the race, 
the hor.H'.-^ being numbereti from 1 to t>, ^^']u•^l the 
pool selling is closetl, two ladies are asked to throw 
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MofteMy, 
9m Feb. 

Cetttiiimd 



one dice each, one dice indicaUng the number of 
the horse and the other indicating the number of 
mo^■es he may make on the chalk hnes of the course. 
In this \va\- some of the races are quite exciting and 
there are often close finishes. 

In the evf^iing- tliere was a good deal of bridge. 
\\'c had as felLnv-pai-sengers Air. VVm. McMaster 
and Mr. T. E. Hodgson, and they bectme part of our 
group, so that m'c \\-ere generalh' able to i^ct up two 
good bridge games for those who did not care to 
indulge in dartrftif:. 



Tuesday. We begaJi to notice the first flying tish, which 

lOA Feb. followed us pretty woU down for the rest of our \-o\-agc. 

Apart from this, however, there was ^-ery little 
life of any kind to be seen on the water, and \\ e met 
but few ships on the whole \u>age, only sighting 
one or two during the two weeks we were on the 
"Voi-taire," 
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A salt \\-ater tank was erected and Mr. Duggan Wedmsd^y 
and I tried it m 7.20 a.m., and found ihe water IM Fek. 
comfortably warm. The weather, however, was 
cloudy with a .strong wind which viiused a little 
rnotion on th& «hip. 

For the next few da)'s there wa.s the routine of 
ship-life — deck games, horse-racing, swimming in 
the tafli: #isifcif tha day, with, bridge and dandnf 
at nighti 

Church service WBS held on SiiBday moraiiig, Smdsy^ 
and on the night of the 17th there was a concert on 15ih Feb. 
deck. This function was made more than usuall)! | to 
attractive by 200 Argentine sailors with their officers^^ 
who had taken two war-ships to Philadelphia for X,^/ 
alterations, and were returning hoine alter ieavin| - 
these ships in the haflds of the StrlMerS. ' " , ' 

Amongst the novelties offered by these sailors s ; 

were fights in which each contestant was armed with ' 
a clul) made of rope covered with canvas tied to - | 

his wrist. In one contest the opponents face<t mA 
other straddling a spar, from which tlie victor 
knocked his opponent to the deck. In another 
fight both contestants were blindfolded and crawled 
about the deck, but when they came in touch with 
..one another there was some heavy jjunishnifut — 
■'imich more amusing for the spectator?; than the 
contestants. They also ga\'e us an ^.vhibitiiHi of 
dancing the tango in costume - eight couples raking 
{jart, some of the m#rt dressed as womf'n, with 
l.)obhed hair made from maailla rope, \-er\- cteverly 
arranged, and short skirts, of brilliant colours, 

'..>•■ " '! A\'<'ather cuntu^iuxl warm and to-day we Wmims^ay 
sighted the coast of Braj;il lith Fei. 

When we reached the Equator, the usual cere- 
monies A\'er<" held in the afternoon, Fatlier, or 
Ki^i^pcptune — ^ho was represented by Mr, McKen- 
zic, of Sao Paulo — came ij-lioanl accompanied bj' 
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Wednestkiy his daughter; the Doctor; the I'i"(;mtu( inj; Alionu'v; 
mk Ffb. the Barber and his assistants: several polircinoii, 
tjmHMmi hmxd coiisistiivg of a bis;- drum and a coupk^ 

of wind instruments. A parade was made around 
the deck, and finally the King-, wiffi long hair, 
flowing beard, and, of course, a crowii and a three- 
pronged spear, arrived with his Court on the lower 
deck near the tank, when the ceremonies began. 
His daughter was decarated with a fair wig and very 
long plait, e\'idently manufactured from new manilla 
rope. The Doctor's heaci-piece was a real stove-pipe, 
while all the members <rf th© party were bedecked 
in various cokjured costumes, and one of the principal 
features seemed to be to make tlieir ncxses and taces 
as brilUaut as possible with red ].)aint. 

Scsme of the officers from tlie Argentine war-ship 
were in <-harge of the pohcc, and as the>- did not 
spM?ak Enirlish vfiry m^ell, a number of the victims to 




Paie Tm 



N r E S BY r S E W A Y 



be initiated were arrested iiiid put in the <-iigimvr> IV^d^ir ,'av 
mess for safety. I happened lo be om- of these and l^th F^h. 
missed part of the entertainment, although as soon t^^**"*** 
as they reahzed what was happening, we were 
allowed out to await our turn on the deck and to 
see the others being put through. 

The victims were brought up before the Court 
and accused by the Prosecuting i\ttorney, of various 
crimes, each being allowed to make his own defence. 
Usually this defence was not accepted by the Court, 
which then passed judgment, usually involving 
treatment, first, by the Doctor — who had a large 
bow] filled with a soft coloured mixture, administered 
as a sedati\-e, also scvefiftl fcottles filled with highly^ 
coloured liquids which were applied either externally 
or internally, according to the disposition towards 
the ^■ictim of the Doctor and the Court. Ttey 
were then passed to the Barber, who performed a 
wonderful shaving treatment, and before he got 
through we were tossed into the tank. 

Some of the victims were brought up blindfolded, 
while others were let off comparatively easy. The 
second victim on the list,, Mr. McSweeney, who 
^appeared fully dressed in his best clothes, w'a^ sen--, 
tenced to be undressed and thrown into the tank. 
Mr. McSweeney fought noblj- and protested against 
the outrage, but finally his coat, vest, collar and tie 
were taken from him, and his hands tied so that his 
trousers and other garments might he removed. 
When finally the>- got him undressed he was prepared 
with his bathing suit, so that the embarrassment was 
not nearly so great as some of the lady passengers 
had expected. He was then taken in charge bv the 
r^jctor and Barber, who finished him off and threw 
Kirn into the tank. 

Mr. Neill and Mr. Mc Williams, of our party, 
received sfx-ciaJ attention, and although I, unfor- 
tunately, did not .see their initiation ceremony, 
I heir appearance after it was sufhcient evidence 
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W««.esffe,v that neither the Doctor nor tlic I^arlx^r had s])ared 
jSff! Fi-h. them, and that a fulf dose tjf troatint-nt had been 
given to each. It was of no use, ho\v<nxM-, to l)e 
anything but good-natured, as the Court and the 
attendants who were witli the King were onl\' too 
anxious to get hold of a victim who ol>jected to receive 
whaie\-er sentence King Neptune passed on them. 
Thm ptinishmeht was ^'aried, the' lady j>assengers 
Ix^ing treated very politely compared with what 
was handed out to most of the members of our party. 
Mr. A. J. Bf^wti tldd 1 wete summoned together^ 
Mr. Bro^^'n's name, through an error, had appeared 
on the passenger list as "Hon.," and he was, as a 
consequence, mistaken by the stewards and others 
for the Senator ijistead of myself. He A\-as accused 
by King Neptune of misrepresenting himself in 
this manner. My own crime was th«t tjf being a 
Senator. The Court's sentence was that we buy 
dri^k^; for the members of the Court before dinner 
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that day, and wc might have got off with this had Wednesdsy 
I not thought I would hke to try the tank, having HAWS, 
stood around the deck for so long; and m imy en- 
deavour to bring the Barber and his assistant with 
me, I got rather the worst of it, as it took me some 
days to get the barber's lather out of my hair, 

;; A fancy dress ball. Mr. McWilliams was out- Tkitrsday, 

fitted by some of the lady passengers, and the lady 

manicurist of the barber shop who made him, if not 

a handsome, at least a most characteristic lady, was 

awarded the second prize in the costume competition; 

the first going to Miss Reil, who was dressed as a 

Honolulu girl. Mr. Neill represented a Roman slave, 

most of his costume consisting of his bathing srft 

and a red ribbon around his head; Mr. Dyment a 

Japanese, and I a Chef. Mrs. Bill, of Hartford, went 

as Lamport & Holt, hayiiiig' all kinds of shipping 

labels placed on a light summer dress, but towards 

the end of the evening many of these labels, which 

had mucilage on one side and were highly coloured 

on the other, yielding to the heat of the evening and 

effect of dancing, were coming off on her partners. 

Mrs. McSweeney created a sensation as a June bride 

in a characteristic costume, orange blossoms in her 

hair, a cherry blossom on her nose, several teeth 

missing, pantalettes and a muslin dress made with a 

series of flounces, and a highly clevelopt^d sense of 

humour that made lots of entertainment. 

The ball really began at dinner time, as everyone 
was exi:)ected to appear in costume. There was a 
generous supph' of serijt;ntine, balloons and other 
favours, so the general noise and mtjc-up was not 
long in starting, including a general exchange of 
table seats. Miss Norton, of New York, as a 
Japanese girl, Miss Strawn, a ballet dancer, Mf. 
Bond as a chief, Mr. Reil as a very tough-looking 
tram]}, whom nobody recognized. Madame Keii as 
a SpanivSh lad\-. and many others of our fellow- 
passengers had very clever and well-desigtied costntnos. 
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Friday, Very pleasant day, and with the ship's regutar 

iOHi -Feb. routine the passtrngers by this time being well ac- 
qisainted with one another, kept everything nioving 
in the way of amusement. The Captain gave a 
special dinner to the jiassengers, after which Mr. 
Silas Strawn, of Chicago, presented prizes to the 
winners of the competition of costumes worn at 
the ball the night before; and also to tite winners 
in the ship games held on. the previous two or three 
days. He made a very complimentary speech to 
the Captain and his ofhcewSj AS an appreciation from 
the passengers, and also was very happy in his remarks 
to the prize-winners. He then presented a special 
address from the passengers to Mr> Egon Mstbardi 
and his brother, who had been most excellent in 
organizing the games and other entertainments 
during the entire voyage. Mr. Mabaifdi certainly 
deserved this mark of appreciation, as he contributed 
a great deal to the pleasure of the passengers and 
was indefatigable in his efforts to add to everyone's 
enjoymenl of ihe trip. 
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We entered the harbour of Rio early — about Sahtrday, 
5 a.m. — but I awoke in tinif tf> look o-.jt hn-i a= F^b^ 
the ship was passing the Sugar Loal Mountain, 
which stands on the western Fide of the entrance 
to the harbour, rising 1.200 fcf-t hi'^b anc! '^ct- it^ 
name from its conical shape. The harbour is on.e of 
the most picturesque in the worM, several miles in 
depth and about two to three miles in width, sur- 
rounded by a series of high hills, the entrance pro- 
tected by islands, some of which are iti the harbour 
itself. The Port Doctor came aboard at 7 a.m., and 
the ship was cleared before breakfast. Our vessel was 
then brought alongside the pier and docked about 
8.30, where we got cleared by customs without mudr 
trouble, and turned over our baggage to the hotel 
porter, who was on hand to receive us. 

We were met by several members of the Royal 
Bank staff and Sir Alexander MacKenzie, President 
of the Brazilian Traction Light & Power Company. 
Sir Alexander MacKenzie invited Str Herbert Hcl# 
to look over his city fiffices, car barns, shops and 
telephone exchange. He also invited ^Ir. Duggan, 
'^Ir. Dyment and me to accompany him. Sir 
Alexander first took us for a drive along tlie Avenida 
Rio Branco and then along Avenida Atlantica, which 
runs along the seafront and has a great many beauti- 
ful residences facing on it, 

Rio de Janeiro is a city of one and a quarter' 
juilh'fjn, built on a comparatively narrow strip of 
land f)et\vee!i the sea and ihc mountains, but with 
considerable length, running from teu to twelve miles 
along the^ shore._ After an hour's drive we returned 
to the chief ofiice,'^ of chc PtJuer Compasn-, which 
is a \ery considerable establi,-^hment, Flje t^hops. 
we were informed, are modern and well equipped with 
tirst-cbns machinery. In the central telephone 
cJiange we saw aliout 200 girls at work displaying 
many shades of colour both in complexion and dres.^. 
These girls attend to over 12,000 calls daily. Thev 
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were quite good lookiuii and api)earcd to be bright 
and intelligent at their work, most of them, apparent- 
h", between 14 mid 20 \-cars of age. We were 
introduced to the engineering' anc! exe(Hitive staff, 
and Mr. Billings, the chief engineer incliarge of con- 
struction, explained to Sir Herbert the plans of their 
present and new hydro-development on the Parahyba 
River, where electric supply for the light and power 
for the city of Rio is developed. 

In 1905 there was practically no electric light or 
power in Rio de Janeiro, but to-day there are nearly 
9,000 public electric arc lights. 1.200 incandescent 
public street, and 950,000 private electric lamps, 
making this city one of the most brilliantly efectfie- 
lighted cities in the world. On the Avenida Rio 
Branco, wdiich runs around the shore of Botafoga 
Bay, a dSstaoee' of abottt 4 mites, there are ii#afiy 
500 large electric arc lamps which, together with the 
lesser lights, make the sliore line of Rio a magnificent 
sight at night. This on,]\^ reprfestirK aB&ttt hsSf thfc 
shore line, the remainder being equally well lighted. 

We next drove back to our hotel, The Palace, at 
Copacabana, for lunch and fotind a most cowfortable 
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and attractive hotel. The buikJmg itself is of 
reinforced concrete with ]art,'-c and h;ai(l-''Ui>' fjall- 2Jsi FA. 
rooms, assembly-rooms, as well a f'a>J3if uhert 
all games of chance may be indulml in. About 
3.30 p.m.. we drove to the termiim*- of the mcline 
railway up Corcovado. The incHnt railway, which 
is an electric trolley road supjjiementf-d b^- f.r^-- f,n 
a third rail, mounts a steep grade over 2.D(W feet in 
height to the summit of this hill, overlooking the city 
and" harbour of Rio. 

Sir Alexander had a six;cial car waiting for us 
on our arrival at the city station, as he had, in addition 
to Sir Herbert Holt's party, several otber guests. 
We wx're fortunate in having a fine ctear day, and 
the view from (he top of the hill was wonderful. 
The foliage on both sides of the railway right-of-way 
is tropical and a great variety of flo-wering tree^ 
and palms were to be seen everywhere. The road 
is two and one-third miles in length and the primeval 
forests along the right-of-way seem to haw been 
little changed since first discovered. 

The road takes its passengers up the mountain 
side 1,280 feet, landing them at a point 130 feet 
below the summit known as the Htincfeback or 
Corcovado Peak. After spending some time ad- 
miring the \aew from this peak, we again took the 
trolley for a short distance to an hotel -ivhich has 
been constructed atx)ut two-thirds of the distance 
up. 1 hM-e w e were interested in seeing an aqueduct, 
ljuill about 200 or more years ago b\- the monks, who, 
apparently, were tlie pidncipal governiitent of Brazil 
in those days. It is still in a ver\' fair state of repair 
and evidently covers a long distance. At the time of 
our visit titere was a very good and attractive 
stream of water flowing in it. This was the original 
water siii)i>lvfor Rio, and is continued not only tkswn 
the ntoi»main sidt>, but also on ati extensive aqueduct 
running through a good patt of the older portion of 
the city. The character of building on this atiiieduet 
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Saitt-riiay, may be realbed wheii it is appreciated that tlu; 
2isi fek Traction Company now use a section of it for the 
f ,™«M«i right-of-way to overcome grades in certain portions 
of the city. There is a tine view from the hotel, 
which is also quite gotnl, :md a favourite residence 
for the riti?cns of Rio durimj; the very hot period 
in the >'ear. 

We returned to our hotel abont 7 p.m., and 
at 8.30 Sir Alexander was host to our part\- at. 
dinner, when we iiad an oi)]>ortunit}- to a}:)i3reciate 
the entertainment that: these South American hotels 
can furnish. The Palace Hotel at Copacabana is, 
in a sense, oiitsicic the cit\- jiroiier, being located in 
cx}mparati\<'h new suburi> about f(jur miles from 
Ae Bank, which is situated in the ljusiness centre. 
The Tramway Company is largely responsible for 
this deveioptieflt M this cwtpany has constructed a 
tunnel 4-00 yards lont^" throuj^h one of the hills sur- 
roundiiig Rio and the trolley line runs out through 
this tunnel to the suburb, which has been a new 
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but raj)id cievelopment. A nurnlxT of handsome :vi:urday, 
residences, in addition to the hotel, lire situate! Z!'J Frb. 
along the avenue facing the mm. Thrre i~ a rruLni- 
iicentsand loathing beach and good surf, wiaich makes 
flie batltflf popular in the early morning and late 
afternoon. Besides those who live in the neiszh- 
bourhood, bathing is taken advanta^re oi by a great 
ritinibef of people who drive out from thf rit\- in 
motors. Along the beach therf- an plafe-i indirated 
as the proper ones for bathers as the undertow is 
very h»Svy at certain points. At these designated 
places during the bathing hours — in the morning and 
evening — there are police guards as well as boats 
out, which constitutes a system oi life-saving guard^, 
the police and men in the boats being prepared to 
take the w^ater if needed. The bathers are very 
careful to obey the signals from the guards, which 
indicated to us that the people in Rio de Janeir© 
were law-abiding and respected rules. These precau- 
tions are necessary, as there ha\e been many drown- 
ings when bathers did not observe the regulations 
made by the authorities to use those parts of the 
beach specially selected as being s;ife. 

Although the service in the hotel was gCKxl, we 
were handicapped by not being fandliar with Por- 
tuguese; and, in addition, we arrived on the Saturdaj- 
liefore the Mardi C'.ras carnival, whifJs wa«i8;bmt*€l^ 
on Sunday and Tuesday. At this season e\-er\-one, 
including the hotel serwmt--, expect to Like parL 
in the celebration, and the hotel management e.\- 
plained that as a consequence their ser\-ice is more 
or less dis()rqani?ed. We were, howevei, .satistied. 
although, no tloubt, but tor these special cirrxnn- 
siduces, we might have obtained even better service 
tlian that %\ e had 

Some of our party took a tln^e lo rituc.s. bm ' ^ - ■ > 
with some others, drove into the ui\ in the a,> 1...-;^ 
antl Wad a look about the business vnw1^. Atiei 
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Snmiiiy, lunch the. motors began t:o pass in front, of our hotel 
^£nd Fc!k filled with people dM«d in iiiasqucrack; for the 
cmomi carnival. There were a great niinilicr of them, 
some of the costumes very well worth while; groups 
of young girls and young men dressed in the same 
<X)Ioared suits and altogether very attractive. In 
the ewniiig %ve again drove into the city to see 
the carnival festi-rftlfes. All along the route the 
road was full of me(| and boys selling confetti and 
serpentine, which was thrown from one car to another 
to such an extent that we saw it cleared away later 
in the evening in loads about the size of a load of 
hay. They also used a squirt bottle filled with 
' perfume, wliich'is not too pleasant, although, I under- 
•=.tand, "harmless, .unless one happens to get it in his 
- eyes. --^ f- 

' The City of Sio has softte- fine liildings, not 

: ' only government but also private ones, while the 
main avenues are wide and boulevarded with gener- 
ally' a section of grass or trees dividing them in the 
■centre. Where the avenues front on the sea they 
are protected by substantial seawalls which are being 
rebtiill^lft placed farther -€Wt, thtts making hew 
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land which will extend the park system. The walfc Sm^ft 
and seawall in front of our hotel at C'opacabana was ZZ-ni.FA» 
in a very dila})idated state owmg to naxau storms. ^^^^ 
There are, at times, violent gales, and as this part 
of the shore is fXfKxsed to the open ^f-a. a tremendous 
surf comes in, making it necessary to have a very 
substantial wall, which h not easy to construct on 
the sand. 

We made an early start, as Sir Alexander Mac- Mow^d^j, 
Kenzie, with Mr. Billings, chief engineer of con- 23rd Pd. 
struction, and Air. Sylvester, the resident Vice- 
President, had invited Sir Herbert and his party to 
visit the power plant at Lages. Mr. Rae, the local 
supervisor of the Royal Bank, accompanied us. 

We left by private train on the Central Railroad of 
Brazil ,u 8.30 a.m., and after a ride of, approximately. 
40 miles byithe steam railway, transferred at a point 
called Belem, to the Power Company 's own t- leciric 
railway, where special cars were watting. It is from 
15 to 20 miles farther In- thi.s meanb ^f f r.in,spnrra- 
tion to the power plant at Lages, popularly kno\\n 
as the "Dio das Lages," meaning; "big rocks." 

The scenery along both the steam railway- and 
the Ramal de Paracand>y electric railway was most 
interesting; the weather, though warm, was fine, and 
the jiariy thoroughly enjoyed this part ot the tri]^. 

'I'hc original franchise for thi^ development was 
obtained by Dr. F. S. Pearson, of Halifa:;, but Dr. 
IVarson did n()(: live t<i -^ee the develoj mn-iii Cimi- ,„„.■ 
pleted. The power liou^e ls a huge sleel and concrete '' 
building 321 feet long. 95 feet wide and lU feer in 
height, constructed to develop a capacit\- of 100,(X)0 
H.P., and irau^niit rlectric current to Rio de Janeiro 
through it^ transformer.- at H8.000 volts. The turbines 
are of th<' impulse {y\\\ mounted ou \srtical ■shafts- 
d<.'v<'i(;ph)g powvi- from jt>is of water directed langen- 
tially against buckets attached to the rim of awheel 
To the same \-ertical shaft is attached the generator. 
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jh'ihiay. There are six 9,000 H.F. Escher Wyss impulse 

23Td Frb. turbines, and two 20.000 H.P. Ksclier Wyss turbines, 
&»6ftB.»<«? ^ii^-, type, made in Zurich. There ar^i- 

four exciters of 1.350 H.P. capacil}-. i^l 

The distribution system of the power house 
divided into four sections connected by a "loop bus" 
system, so that any one or two sections may be 
cut out and the others connected by a suitable 
switching s^>tem. This makes it ahtiost impossible 
to shut the station down completely. Every pre- 
cautioa ii taken to avoid a shut-down, and very 
few power houses in any part of tltc world can equal 
the record of 1916, when power was not off the trans- 
missii&ii' fafe -<5«ce' during the year. ' ''^ 

After visiting the po\\'cr house a i(>t of water 
was turned on to show the force of this high pressure 
aad came out almost like a cloud of steam, striking 
the oppfisite rock bank about 100 or more feet away. 
These rocks were full of holes made b)^ the force 
of the w^ater which had been turned ori from time 
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to time against them in this way, the j)reasu:re being Monday, 
about 450 pdotfids to the sqtfio% fnel . tSri 

After leaving the power house wc went up to 
the top of the hill by a wire cable line to a point 
1,000 feet above the power hotise. Pram tMs tractor 
railway there is a good view of the large pipe lines 
which convey the water from the dam to the power 
house'frr a series of ftror or five 8ft, &i&meter pipes, 
each one over 5,500 feet in length. For the balance 
of the distance, namely, about 2,200 feet, the water 
is conducted thfoiifh tunnels in the rock. 

At the top of the incline mule teams were waiting, 
with buses accommodating from 4 to 6 passengers in 
each, and we were driven about a mite and a half far^_ 
ther to the residence of Mr. Thomas Bevan fthf 
General Superintendent of the power plant at Lag^||, 
where we were received by Mrs. Bevan, and en^*- 
tained at luncheon. Mr. Bevan has a most attrac- 
tive place known in Brazil as a "fiizenda," an old 
planter's house. It has httn converted by th^e 
company, under Mr. Be^'an's direction, into the 
headquarters for this division of the light and power, 
and a portion of the house is devoted to drawing- 
rooms and other accommodation for the activiti^-^ 
of tlie engineers. 

The farm is situated on a hill and (evcrlnolci 
^^■t■lI-kcpt gardens in which are ^t■en a is^tat \ariLr\ 
of v egetables, flowering trees, shrubbery and flower- 
ing plants. Below the garden are long^ rows of 
little houses which formerly were the slaves' quarters 
in tl^ Brazilian home; and alongside them are shops, 
stables and other buildings whicJi originally would, 
constitute the working estabiishment for a large 
estate, 

Mr. Bevan has also constructed a fine sm'fmming* 
tank, atid we agreed that barring iKsssil^le iroid^Ie 
from nio^(iuitt)s and other biting thes, snake.- i^r other 
crawling repfcilM^^if'-ivas'' a mcxst "^i-rettive and 
pleasant place to live. Mr. Bevan makes a special 
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study of the mosqitito, as this district had at one 
time a ratlier iinenvialilc repxitaiiou for fevt?r, and 
he showed us a number of specimens he himself 
had captured and others he had sectired, as he gives a 
bount\' to all who bring him specimens. He pointed 
out tjiat the mal:aria type of mosquito is quite 
different iittTe inrsect to the one they consideT harn»i' 
less, which is the same as we have in Canada. One 
of the differences between tiiese two — the offensive 
and the inoffensive species— -according to Mr. Bevan, 
m''ho demonstrated this by exhibiting the different 
varieties in glass l:)Ottles, is that although both live in 
the water, tlie one apparently comes up for air head 
first, but the other one conies; Up tail first — the tail- 
i&rst one being the bad or poisonous one. When 
Mr. Bevan secures a specimen of these fever-carrying 
aiGsquitos, he has the land drained and the grass eut 
and burned in the ininiediate district in A^-hich it is 
found, and tiikes other precautions to pre\-ent him 
or Hs kind doing fuither damage. It is claimed 
that the mosquito does not migrate very far from 
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. his native habitat, but the fever-carrying one will Monday, 
%0 farther afield than the harmless one. S3rd Feb. 

After iuncheon we again took the mule team and 
drove to the dam. The level in the lake was full, 
and a good stream of water was flowing over the 
concrete wall, which is 720 feet in k^ngth and 115 feet 
high, built in the shape of an arch or bow, each side 
keyed into solid rock, and the Ijottom of the dam is, 
on account of its height, of very considerable thick- 
ness. The l:>ase of the dam is over 1,200 feet above 
sea level, the elevation of the spillway liilfig 1,325 
feet. This dam floods the Lages i-iver into a lake 
21^ miles in length with varying widths, anywhere 
from half a mile, there being a ntiitiber of bays and 
inlets which considerabh- increase this width. The 
total area of the lake is estimated at approximately 
eight square miles. 

After insi^ecting the dam we got into the Com- 
pany's electric launch and spent an hour and a half 
sailing about on the lake and inspecting a number of 
the channels, the shore of the lake running up with 
a steep elevation, and heavily wooded witht tropical 
growth in most parts, being most pictttries^fe. 

Although the Company has had no trouble v,ith 
shortage of water, steps are being taken to provide 
further reservoirs to feed this lake to secui^ an 
ample supply- should it be decided to increase the 
capacity of the power plant. 

We then returned to the top of the incline rail- 
way; were again let down at a very steep elevation, 
to the power house; took the electric railway at 
4.30 p.m., making the connection at Belem, wh«re 
we again took otir special train, arriving at Rio at 
7.30. As the statitjn wa'-- ne.ii ly half an hour's drive 
from the hotel, after getting washed up, dressed and 
having dinner, iht.s fairl\- well eompieted a very 
.busy day. 

The power from La^gv^ '~suppJi<.;s ihe current for 
the electric tramways system, electric lighthtg and 
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telephone in the city of i*!t€ Brazil Traction 

Company. I untlerstantl, cnvns a contract or fran- 
chise -which has still some 85 years to run, and is 
undoubtedly a mosi. ^aluHble one, as the city is pro- 
grosiiig anci increasing, in population. The handicap 
under which the company' operates at present is the 
"exchange," Bra7ilian currency, in common with many 
other countries, being depreciated in the money 
markets of the world, and instead of five cent fare on 
the tramways, the fare to-day is only ecjuivalent to 
little more than one cent gold. See Alexander Mac- 
Kenzie was hopeful of getting some relief, and un- 
Questional^ly, if tlie exchange impro\'es, or if the 
Government is wllBf to give the company some 
consideration on account of these special conditions, 
the value of the franchise and the net earnings from 
this company shontd improve steadily. 

This was a civic holiday on account of the car- 
nival and very few shops were open for business, the 
banks and other fuiblic buildings !)eing closed. The 
Bank party went to the city principally to look over 
the situation regarding buildings, as although the 




Page- 'P^ml'gi'ii^'- 



NOTES B Y T HE WAY 



present accommodation of the Royai Bank in Mb Tuesday^ 
compares favourably with that of others, the business Mih Feb. 
is growing, and the General Manager is always on 
the loolv-out with a view to securing more com- 
modious accommodation and convenient premises t»- - - 
be used when needed in the future. 

After lunch, Sir Herl:)ert Holt, ^Ir. Duggan, Mr. 
Brown and Mr. Rae took a motor drive to Tijuca 
and reported a most successful afternoon, with 
scenery superior to anything they had seen up to this 
time, as, in addition to some fine forest and moun- 
tain scenery, there were very extensive views of 
the sea, the road running along the seacoast, while 
gradually rising to a higher elevation. I went 
with Mr. Pineo and Mr. and Mrs. Bill, of Hartford, 
for a drive in the city to see something more of the 
carnival, this being the real day specially devotefl 
to it. This is a season of license and everything 
within reason is permitted. 

Apparently Brazilians are ve'ry fond of noise, 
which was one of the features, and with the aid of 
horns and cut-outs from the automobiles, they are 
ettabled to thoroughly enjoy themselves. The Aven- 
ida was filled with autos with many merry people 
masquerading in fancy dresses, some ol which were 
ver\' handsome, evidently created with a good deal 
of care and tasie. They were of all colours and 
made a very brilliant scene. 

The tunnel already referred to between our 
hotel and the city was a favourite place for ihe autos 
to let out all the noise they could from the exhaust 
as well as from the horns, the construction of the 
tunnel making more or less of an echo, so that bf- 
tween the tram cars, atitos, and other noises they 
managed to make a regular pandemonium at this 
point. In fac'i. e\en in front of onr hotel wc thought 
at first that there had be^^i.some accident and that the 
ambulanct\s or some other public \~ehicles wen- 
occupying the road;-^"ilawt--iW.gei^^iialized that the 
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making- of noise was simply one of the charack-risLics 
of the pcM>plc in this t-onntry, who thorough!}- enjoy it 
at this special season. 

In the evening: Mi"- Neill, Mr. MeWiUiams, 

Mr. Dyment and 1 wen! with Mr, Lowrej-, local 
manager of the Bank, to sec the carnival ]3rocession. 
The Avenida was crowded with m-dtor ears, the jieople 
all happy and having a good time. The allegorical 
lioats were larger and finer than anything any of 
us had tver seen; some of ihem must have been 
50 or 60 feet long witli elaborate designs decorated 
witli flowers and electric lights, and many jnechanical 
de^^ces, Others represented hitge feucfs of roses' or 
lilies which oix'ned and shut as they moved along, 
while inside the flower were yomig girls Avith not 
much iwore coventtg than the coitwntidftal cupid. 
The whole effect was inspiring. 

After seeing the parade we went to the Phoenix 
Theatre, w^here we had a box. The raasqtieraders 
w'ere dancing and again there was a flispla>' of man}' 




Pa,^ T'amtiy-(sigki 



NOTES BY T HE W A J 



fancy and startling co. tum^- [<"tr- -tsui'-iji-, wen iue^day, 
served. The dancing was \mml\iA\\ 'hj Wtix Trot Z4ihPA. 
and the Tango, and a-i Uif nm-i< c«iid 1 h" [1 >oi- „> n 
both good, the dancers evidently enjoyed themselves.. 

We were told that the carnival this vear was not 
quite as gcjod as usual, as the authorities had for- 
bidden the wearing of masks on the street on account 
of the recent revolution, while the police and military 
were very much in evidence driving up and down 
the Avenida in motors, containing 10 or 15 policemen 
or soldiers, and there were aJso a number of mounted 
policemen on the street. The authorities, appar- 
ently, were nervous, as any renewal of the revolution 
would most likely take place on an occasion of this 
character, and they did nrn proix^se to take any 
chances. However, we did not hear c>r Pt-p any 
evidences of revolution ia Rio, the centre of the 
revolution, such as it was, having been in the Pro* 
vince of Sao Paulo. 

There had been nothing planned, so we had a Wednfjsis-^ 
quiet day, some indulging in bridge, most of the ?5ih Ftb.^ 
party enjoying a morning and evening clip in the 
sea. Others took a trip into the city and did 
some shopping, but the day was not devoted to 
any special entertainment. 

At the suggestion of the Bank, Mr. Renaud I hursS&y, 
Lagfe had iuA'iled ouv parry to visit h.is ,ship-building -'S'i'A >>6. 
plant, and we left the liotel alx)ut 10.30 a.m. for this 
pur])()se. Mr. Image's plant, a propertv which has 
been m the faniil> tor lour gener.tiious-, i> locared. 
on an island in th(> harbour. \i -n mg at tlic dock 
on the ciu side, \\e found an elaborate!y equipped, 
tug \\ai''"g un- u^, with the t-porlitig name of "Tid- 
bits," WRiit naiting for another crafi to clear the 
way to I,!'.-- > iw tug an <i])portunit\ [o come along- 
side tii( dc K, we noticed a iadj . eatixing with her 
.several |):ic"..-.-)ges, embark in a motor- boat which went 
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TkmsdMy. off at a tremendous speed. We afterwards learned, 
Mth Fek although we did not know at the time, that this 
t,wf.8w*f was Madame Lago, who was our hostess at lunch 

time. The trip across to the island is about three 

miles. 

On arrival we were received b}- Mr, Lage, who 
took the party over his extensive works. There are 
several machine shops and factories, and. all necessary 
details for making repairs and refitting- o{-can vessels. 
This firm has not yet built an>- ships, as their plant 
is kept fully occupied witli repair work, contracts 
for which include that with the Brazilian Govern- 
ment, for the navy and other lx)ats, as there is 
no Government ship-^art yet in Rio. There is an 
extensive dry-dock connected with these works, 
the special feature being that it is hewn out of solid 
Fock. In the original formatidll a good sized hill 
faced the deep waters of the ocean, and the dock 
was hewn out of the side of this hill, and being of 
soMd granite makes a very substantial and satis- 
factory structure. The stone taken from tliis ex- 
ca\ ation was used in the construction of the machine 
shop, stores, and other buildings connected with the 
plant, which are, consequently, ver^.' substantial. 
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Sir I'lerbrrt Molt aiul Mr. Duggan, who took a Thursday. 
special interest in the inspection of these works, i^ih f'ek 
a.ssured us that the machinery and various tools • 
which constituted the equipment %'ere up to date and 
capable of doinR any work that might be brought to a 
shop of this character. 

i\fter inspecting the works, store-house and dock^, 
we drove in motor> np quite a ^t^■e[J inrlij^e to rht- 
top of a hill overlooking the works where Mr. Lage's 
residence is located, and were received by Madame 
Lag-e. The house is situated on this elevation, 
which gives an extended view of the harbour and 
environment of Rio. We had the customary liquid 
entertairuncnt on arrival, and then lunch, which was 
very well cooked and served, as Mr. Lagc is e\ identh- 
a connoisseur, and provided a good selection of okl 
and well-known wines. We found that Madaiiw Lagf 
was well acquainted with Lady Davis and had, at 
one time, visited Montreal, which established quite 
a friendly spirit. 

We left the island about 4 p.m., getting back to 
our hotel about 6, and spent the evening, after 
dinner, playing bridge; some of the party trying 
their luck at the Casino, but, I understand, with no 
great success. The gambling rooms are verv- hand- 
some, being in a suite of three, and taken coilect- 
iyely, are larger than any of the rooms at Monte 
Carlo. Roulette, Chemin de fer, Baccarat and 
variotis card games go on e\'er>' night. 

These gambling places, which are general in all 
the hotels — as well as State lotteries — are licensed 
by the State, which collects a certain percentage on 
the operations. In this way the Govertiment'^is in 
receii)t of a considerable re\'enue, which is applied 
to the stipj.ort of the poor of the district iu which 
it is collected; and, as a consequence, iv wa'^ almost 
unknown to see beggars on the streets (sf ais\- city on 
the K.ist coast uf South .America; but we remarked a 
different condition prevailed in the countries on the 
West coast. 
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Friday. Accompanied by Mr. Pitteo, 1 was entertained at 

iHh Feb. luncheon at (he Jockey Club by Mr. Chateaul)riand, 
Editor of O Journal, \\lio had a number of gue.stt^ 
to meet me, includins; Sir John Tilley, Rritisli 7\m- 
bassador; Estacio Coimbra. \'ice-l*residciit. of lirazil; 
Senator Antonio Azevedo, President of the Senate, 
Brazil: Ambassador Cnichaga of Chile: MeMfs. 
Raid Dunlop, Wileman Dv. Plinius, Alfredo Pujol, 
E, Keener, Azevedo Araaral Saboyn de Medeiros, 
Cruz Santos. Mr. Chateaubriand ecnainh- held 
out the hand of fellowshii) to me as a visiting press- 
niaix, and the luncheon, as well as the distinguished 
cruests invited to meet mc, were all that could f)()ssib}y 
be desired. It developed during the lunph, that, 
although not many Brazilians speak English fluently, 
they all speak good FiPefielt, and &m caft get along 
fairly well in this cotuitry if he is familiar with 
this tongue. The Jockey Club is a large and well- 
furnished bailding, the main dining-room, where we 
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took linuii, being- on the top storey of the \m\<lm% Fr-iMy, 
and ai'ranj^erl to incliulc' an extensive balcony, ovc-r- tfA Pvb. 
lookintr Ihe Avenida Rio Jiraneo. Thi^ admit.-^ of ihe f^^-*'"^^'' 
use of this balcony as a dining-room in thf f^venrnp, 
when there is no hot sun. 

Returned to the hotel after lunch, and had the 
usual surf bathins* and other quiet fjntertainment. 

Sir Herbert and most of the party started at Saiiirda}',_ 
9.3G for Tijuca, to mspect the mmMmrf afid equip- Mth 90^ 
ment of a manufactunjig plant, in which, the}' -^A'ere 
interested, and Mr. Dyment and I followed in another 
car. The drive was a most interesting one^ bxit wlieit 
we arrived at Tijuca we found that the rest of the 
party had been there but had gone on some miles 
farther to inspect another plant belonging to the same 
firm. Our primitive knowledge of the language did 
not permit us to get proper directions, so we decided 
ft) return to Rio by another road, which we did, and 
found the drive both through the town of Tijuca 
and the road returning to the city most interesting. 

The road we took in the morning was \ er\- \nc- 
turesque, running through tropical forests part oi 
the wa)-, oi- alongside the sea at a fairly high eleva- 
tion j and all along there were great numbers of 
flowering trees and shrubs. The town itself has 
many good residences, and is at an elevation of 
3;0P0 feet above Rio, so that there is a considerable 
!^lim-b '.he road going, and a corresponding drop 
trom tiie hills in returning to Rio. When we got 
back to Rio we visited the Zoo, but did not lind it 
up to much, nor up to the standard of many of the 
public iiii; ! ■n< we had seen. 

In the evening wo had been invited to Mr. l,,iige's 
for dinner, bin after our party started from ow hotel 
a lieaw s(|iiall o{ rain came on and we were pretr>" 
Wi-1 behni m .■ J.Mlg the duck. Mr, BuH\ n suggest Ct I 
that he And t return to the hotel rather than spend 
the e-vesn'ng in wei rlijthes, a,s there was also some 
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doubt whether Mr. R<>naLid Lai^-e would expect us 

owino- to the raai, the tug not having at that time 
arrived at the dock. We acted on Mr. Brown's sug- 
gestion, returned to the hotel, and joii\ed Sir Herbert 
and Mr. Duggan. Those waiting got the tug 
shortly after we left them, and reported a very 
entertainlnf ewft!Tit|f with aft excelletft dinner. One 
of the special dishes was a large and luscious turkey. 
We were informed that it is the custom in this 
couiitry, where they coolc all kinds of fowl as soon 
as killed, U) treat the l>irds for 24 hours to a good 
spree immediately before killing, the effect of which is 
that after they have been well filled with wine all 
their muscles become lax, which makes them very 
tender. If any- special flavour is desired, this can 
be regulated by the character of wine given them. 
Mr. Lage told his guests that this particular turkey 
had been treated in this way, his spe.cial jag being 
induced by champagne. 



Sund-ay, As we were preparing to leave to-morrow, a 

1st Mar. quiet day was spent and most of the time devoted 
to suf^rvising- the packing. 
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Left Rto at 9 a.m. for Sao f%-a.lo', a tfistance of MmAy, 
490 kilometres, or about 300 miles. Throii^fi the 2nd Mar. 
courtesy of the General Manager of the Central de 
Brazil, we had a special train of four cars — a ha^'-ntie, 
dining, chair and obser\'ation car, and were made 
very comfortable. 

In addition to Sir Herbert's part.v, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richards, of Boston, and Mr. Marquis were invited 
by Sir Herbert to join us. The weather was vt-ry 
warm, and while the country over which we travelled 
was interesting, it made a very long day, even under 
the most favourable circumstances. The country- 
presented a variety of conditions, with fields of 
sugar-cane, maize, coffee and many tropical: p4li»a. 
and flowering trees. One of the features new 
to us, ahhough quite common in this country, was 
the number of ant hills seen on many of the fields. 
These hills are built of clay, which through the 
action of the rain and sun becomes very hard,, 
almost hke stone or well-made brick, and are ffom 
12" to 24" in diameter at the base, rising in a concave 
shape any where from 12" to 30" in height. As the 
animals pasturing on these fields were qttiet, tiie 
ants, apparently, are harmless. We understood that 
in certain sections the ants are more or less of a pest 
in Brazil, and the house-wife has difficulty in 
keeping her house and groceries free froni them. In 
some parts it is unsafe to leave food or sweets of 
any kind exposed, as the ants seem to come from all 
quarters, and very soon make themselves mcxst 
objectionable and destroy whatever provisions may 
be within^ their reach. Whether the hotels were 
especially favoured, we were unable to sa>% but from 
our experience in Brazil, during our short visit, we 
did not notice nor were we in any way iiiconvenienced 
by this reported pest. 

Lunch and dinner were served on the traiti, 
and other refreshments, if required, during the 
day, so when we reached Sao Paulo ai 8,30 we did 
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Mmi^iy, not feel uny the worse for the jourac\'. On arrival, 
BwAMsf. we drove to the Hotel Esplanada, a new liotcl, 
cimu^md modem anci to date, situated alonijsidc the 

jNltinicipal Opt'ta House. Aecomntodation had been 
seeared for us, although \\-e were informed it was 
difficult to obtain, as the hotel has more Inif^iness 
than it Jias accomitaodation for. Our rooms were 
facing Ba Ae pfam iB, ftiwit of the Opwa ,ltease, but 
as there is apparently- a taxi motor stand on this 
square, found the loeation not as desirable as it 
might have been, lit Sao Paulo we found the native 
characteristic for noi.se e^-en worse than it was at Rio; 
and late at night aiKi early in the morning the motor- 
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men a])]X'arcfl \u be Icsting lhfir i(iotftr-i. o]>'-:ii.'i2: Mmtday^ 
the cutouts, blowing horns aiiH making a tr'-mj-nflous ?,nAMar. 
noise. There did. not appear to beany local objetrtion 
to this, as the native Brazilian apparently approves, 
or is quite used to it. 

Sao Paulo is one of the most progressive and 
rapidly growing cities that we \-isirfd in otsr entire 
tour of South America. They now claim a popula- 
tion of between 850,000 and 9W,000,, with an increast- 
iri the last two years at the rate of nearly 150.000 
each year. There is no question that Sao Paulo 
has experienced a boom in the last few y«a». Tfcere 
was evidence of this in the number of ncvr residences 
and factory buildings w-e saw, and the de\-eJopmenis 
of suburbs by Land Companies, which appear to 
have been very active in this city. The site of the 
city is at an elevation of 3,000 feet above the seaj, 
which makes the climate more temperate and th« 
air more bracing than that of the cities located on 
the coast. Many of the streets have been recently 
enlarged and improved, while a piipfc systeiH lias 
been -partly eompleted and is being- extended around 
what used to be, a few- years ago, a low- and undesir- 
able and possiljle fever dMrifet. 

The city stands on a series of hiJls and seems well 
suited for excellent drainage. The present water 
supply is not as good as they wdsh for, but w^e were 
■old that a loan is now being negotiated, the proceeds 
of which will be us(>d to improve the water system, 
aiid that the ambition of the citizeite is to make it 
equal, if not superior, to that of any othei- city m 
Brazil , 

We took a walk about the Intsiness seriittn c>f Tmsdm. 
the city, and \-isited the Hank, abo iu'-i n.\ t^ai a irrflfttJ-. 
iumiber o[ other bank buildings, the Direelors 
having iij^4^i>ossible change of Kn\ui.sn T!iere 
are se\ ^T^fJ* bank buildings in Suo rauio, uk> 
largest -beiny.'-f he Bank of Loudon & Sotith America, 



Tnesdm^y, but German, llalian, IJelgitin. I'orrugucsc and 
3r4 Mm. U,S. City Bank as \vell as local l)anks arc t'eprcrtcnted , 
canHKitfd ai)parently give tliis city ampk' banking facilities. 

While rbcrc arc a nifnibcr of banks all keen for 
business, the competition is ft#t. as unfriendly as 
between banks in North America. A good rate of 
interest is paiti on ksans and substantial securities 
generally offered by the borrowers. The methods 
of doing business, however, are quite different from 
those we arc accustomed to in Canada, and while 
quite as satisfactory to the l:)aid<ei-, the mode of 
address and costducting negotiations expected by 
customers in South America are such that if the 
l:>anker assumed the same attitude as is usual iii 
Canada, little or no business would be done. 

After lunch we had a motor drive about the city, 
through the A^cnjda Paulista, a fashionable dri\e- 
\va\' flank^^d ou both sides with handsome and exten- 
sive resideni es. We also visited the Garden City and 
other new de\-elopments, and ^\■erc much impressed 
with the character of the architecture and the good 
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taste displayed in laying out the gardeits and lands i if'^day^ 
surrounding the houses. A land hootn has been on SrAMm, 
for the last few years, 1 )ut is not very acti ve at prese»t, ^-'^'"'"'-^ 
although prices have been maintained, and. we were 
told that where, five years ago, land had been selling 
in this district at an equivalent nf 10 feuls a foot 
front, it was now selling at $3.00 a foot, so there was 
a very fair margin to the holders even at les« than 
the boom price. Several new development schemes 
in the other suburbs of the city have been under- 
taken, the principal operators being a British com- 
pany, and presumably British capital is largely- 
invested in these enterprises. The Municipal Opera 
House at Sao Paulo is one of the finest iji Brazil, 
but, owing to the season of year, no entertainments 
were on during our visit. 

The city has alSo many parks and motmments to 
national heroes and public men. The government 
of the city, so far as public works are concerned, 
is under the control of the State, which collects land 
and water taxes. The civic adniini-r>,.iion is respon- 
.sible for the police, fire and health departments, 
collects taxes from automobile and other lit enses, and 
also receives fines for violation of citv by-laws. 

Between 6 and 7.30 p.m., the exteuMve bar at our 
hotel was a [popular meeting place, crowded lx)th by 
men and women, and would remind one of the old 
Windsor Hotel bar in Montreal in its most pros- 
perous time. 

This morning, Mr. Billings, the Chief Kricinecr 'y^sia\ 
of Construction and General Manager of thf Brn/ilian -^.h 
Traction, called for us with a motor about 9 o'clock, 
.iud Sf- Herbert, Mr. Ouggan and 1 dnno with him 
oyer a \'er\' good road for about 40 mile,-, lo^^as■d-^ the 
city of Santo.s, to what is known as the "Serra** or 
iieight of land behind and above the poii. nearh 
3.000 ft!et abo\e sea level. From here ur hail ^. 
grand view of th(^ siirroimding country, including 
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Wedsesihy the vu\ and pori ol Santos. About the time of 
4& Mar. rmr arrival, at 11 a.m., there was a fog, which comes 

cssi^ssas i^ivtty rci^tsKirly abotit llu's time on the niountains. 

hut tatcf on it cleared off and gave us an opportunity 
to form a gtxid appreciation of this part of the coun- 
try. There is a small waterfall dropping a con- 
siderable height down the face of the hill near where 
the road winds into the valley, but no one appears 
to haM Mken much notice of this as a power de- 
vck4>ment until now. In fact, although this develop- 
ment is under consideration, no plans have yet been 
Liiven I'Ut i<> the pul;)]ic. Coming up from the flat 
land surrounding the citj- of Sa.nt08, the road winds 
on a steep grade to the top of tfiis S-efral The eleva- 
tion from this ridge back lo the city of Sao Paulo, 
nearh' 40 miles, is practically the same, there being 
le^ than 1(K) feet difference. The inter\ening 
country is flat \^-ith several small streams and ri\ ers, 
which, ]tuwe%'er, flow in differcni directions and do 
not all discharge over the Serra. The land in this 
territory is "run out," and does not seem to have 
been much cultivated for a numt.er of >ears, ]:ot 
l>eing as fertile as formerly. It was, iherefere, not 
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a ver\- serious proposition for the Power Company Wednesday 

to acciuire by purchase a large tract of this flat 4A Mar. 
territory. It: is propos<*d to Ijuild a dam on the face ^-'"""'^ 
of the Serra, fl<joding this land am] nuikiriL: a large 
lake or reservoir, with the power hoiiHe at the foot 
ol the hill below the Serra, gi\dng a drop of over 
2,400 feet, which will develop, with comparatively 
little water, a \'ery exlensivf- power, tt i& e3ip(ected 
when the dam is built, that a lake, about 20 miles 
long and possibly a mile or more in width, on the 
land no* owned by the comj^any, will created by 
the streams and rainfall, which will ijive a good 
supply of water for power development. If this 
scheme is carried out it will be Ofe« ©f'tlie freatftst of 
its character that has )-el Ijeen attempted. The 
Compan},' expects to make a primary development 
of about 100,000 h.p.. which larer on will fje con- 
siderabl)' increased as denianfl arise-. 

The Company has, at present, in addition to this 
proposed development at the Sefta, two or three 
large plants located on tlie Tiete river near the village 
of Parnahyba, about 20 miles below the city of Sao 
Paulo, while a dam has also been cGnstnicted across 
the Guarapiranga ri\er, rrcalijic; a large lake 34 
square kilometres in size, both these ptm-ers beinf 
already in use and furnishing the power for the tram- 
way, lighting and relci>hone s\-stcm in Sao Paulo. 

At the time of our vs.sit, and the iirst time in the 
history of the company, o\\'tng to the continued and 
exceptional drought, l"hi>re was a sliorcagx' of water, 
and some of the larger users of power had their suiiph- 
cut down in order to maintain the service, but thi.'-. 
\N-e were ad\-ised, \\"as an exceptional condition, and 
not likely to occur again. 

The view from the Serra. looking towards Santos, 
i.s mo.st atlKir!!\c .i-, slun- i^ a {raci of ;-tifne 7 or 
10 miles of very fertile tow-lying land, interspersed 
with canals, bciueen the hills and \hv ,sca, Thi^ 
t(;rriror>' prcnhice."- Ixmanus and other tropical fruits 
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Wednesday in large quantities, as well as vegetables, which not 
^//f Mar. only sufipiy tlie city of Santos, but furnish a cou- 

tv>rf,^«ftf siderable surplus for export. 

We returned to Sao Paulo for lunrheoii, and in 
the afternoon were all busy with different sight- 
seeing excursions. Mr. Duggan and I took a walk 
about the residential part of the town, dining with 
the rest of our party at the Hotel Esplanada at 8 p.m. 

TMi-fsdsy, By the coiirtes}- of the railway managers, Sir 
5ik Mar, Herbert w;is '^iN-cn a special train to Campanis, 
where had l:>cen invited to inspect the coffee 
hacienda or plantation of Mr, Machado, a friend 
of the Ro^■al Bank officials. 

Campanis is situated about 40 miles north-east 
of Sao Paulo, and we passed through a very fertile 
and entertaining country, the first part of the journey- 
being made on the Sao Paulo Railway with a steam 
locomotive, the latter few miles being on the Paulista 
Railway by electric locomotive. The former rail way^ 
was built and is mnv owned hy fjritish ca])ital, l;)eing a 
Brazilian enterprise, and is gradually being electrified 
over ite entire system. The hacienda which Mr, 
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Machado took ti» to is situated close to the tow» wf 'tfmrs^imy:. 

(.'ampanis, and has been the property of his wife's 5th Mar. 

family for over 150 years. Althougii not the 

harvest season for coffee, we were much interested 

in seeing the plantation, which has some 750,000 

trees. This is not considered a large plantation, 

as there are some ff! Brazil with two or three 

million trees, which cover thousanf]-> of acn-s of 

land. The soil is a deep red clay loam and very 

rich. The coffee trees are comparatively small, 

but require a good deal of cultivation as the ground 

about them has to be kept free from weeds and other 

grasses which grow proiiflcalh- in this rich soil, and 

it is not so easy now to obtain labour since the slaw 

labour has become a thing of the past. 

Coffee is the principal and most important export 
of Brazil, which claims to control the world's market 
for this commodity. We estimated, from figures of 
shipments of previous years, that the annual export 
of cofifee from Brazil would be valued at something 
like $360,000,000, and as the price of coffee at present 
is very high, conditions naturally in the cotfee district 
are considered quite satisfactory. 

It is estimated that in the state of Sao Paulo 
there are over 800,000,000 coffee trees and the pro- 
duction of coffee runs from eight to ten mitlion 
sacks annually. These figures represent the pro- 
duction from one state only, although manv other 
parts of Brazd are equally fertile and could pmbablv 
more than double this production. The state of 
Sao Paulo, however, is to-day the greatest jinxlurcr 
furnishing about 60% of the total crop of coffeu 
The Government has introduced a sv>iem of jm-o- 
tecting the coffee grower by living a price at whWh 
d the open market should fall lo, or go below the 
(x)vernment is i)repared \u buv the coffee, ami large 
>ti>*-e-houses ha\e ix-en erected tor the pur|xj.sc of 
.siormg these i)urehrtses, when necesRar> . 



Thursday^ Like all other ctmimodities oi' this (-har;uuT, 
Mar. the range in price is considerable. When the prices 

.i:«.ir2«,,rf goes Bp the Go\-e.rnnicnr (Hsposcs of the surplus 
stork and in thi^ way \hv eoffci linnxcr is assiu-eci by 
the Government of a minim urn price, or may take 
iht chanct of securing a higher price when the market 
is favourable. 

The policy of the Government is to encoin-age 
and maintain the production of coffee in l)razil, and 
the theory is that this can he accomi:)lished the 
guarantee to the ]>lanter of a minimum ]:)rice which 
will \'ield a fair profit. Since the abolition of slave 
labour, coffee planters have had trouble not onh' 
in obtaining labour, but in obtaining it at a price 
that will make the growing and cultivation of cofiee 
profitable. The Go\-enimen t also supports markets by 
limiting the daily -entries to Santos from the interior. 

After looking' over the !)lantation, we ^\■ere taken 
to the house, wliich was \ery interesting, with old 
and handsome furniture, and ga\'e a very good idea 
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of the character of houses of this class in Brazil. Thur.^day, 

Off the dining-room is a large kitchen, which con- -''A Mar. 

tains not only a laundry, but an old-fashioned bread ' 

oven, open, fire-place, and, in fact, all the necessar\- 

equipment for the work of the hou-c. At the back 

of the house is a large garden with a great variety 

of fruit and other trees, and another where vegetables 

of all kinds are grown. Alongside and near the house 

are. the o.ld slave quarters, where the slaves belonging 

to the estaHishtiWKt were housed. Slavery was 

not abolished in Brazil until 1884, so that many of 

the buildings are still in very creditable repair. 

The coffee mill is surrounded by a number of open 

concrete floors where the coffee beans are dried 

before being shelled and cleaned in the mill. 

We noticed that one shoot read "Alocha" and 
were told that this only designated the quality, 
although we had always thought the Mocha coffee 
had something to do with Arabia or some Eastern 
■'iountry. 

We drove back to the hotel in Campanis for 
lunch, and had a very good one with characteristic 
Brazilian dishes. The landlord was anxious t&at 
we should sample a number of different native wines 
ior which, in his opinion, Brazil is justly famous. 
He claimed these wines to be equal to those' produced 
in an}' other country in the world. 

We were satisfied to take his word about most 
of them, as although the wines were, no doubt, very 
good, tlie lime of day was not eonvenient for us 
to sample all of tliem. 
, After lunch we visited the Campama Industria 
Seda Nacional (National Industrial Silk Company). 
This enleri)ririe is a comparatively new one, iind lias 
bieen (^nc-om-aged by the State Government of Sao 
I'aulo. Tlu purpose is to cultivate the silk-worm 
.-.tnd to pruduee silk in Brazil, as it is considered the 
.fcU^iiatc and i;(>neral environment of this district 
nn^ fa\'ourabU; to this industry. What assistance 
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Jlmrsiay, the Governmcni has given towards ihe primary 
5rt Mar. esul ihVhmcin . in the erection of buildings, etc., 
corfit^rf ^Yid not hear, l)iit the (;o^■ernment has oftices 

ill the buildiiiii, with inspectors who, apjiarently, 
dtvotc themselves to the Miiier% ision of the industry, 
|jurticular!y thai part of it which rehites to the pro- 
pai;aiiiin of healthy ^ilk-worms, and the prewntion 
of disease among them. The establishment consi-ts 
of sc\erdl buildin.Qs, ail of a very high type of con- 
structitMi, of reinforceri concrete, with tile floors, 
with the appearance of being firsf:-dass in every 
respect. The original silk-worms have l)een im- 
ported from China, Italy, Japan and other countries 
which are now praducier® of silk, and the Go\ ernmcnt 
is encoLiraging the enterprise In' unck-rtaking the 
mentific research work — that is, all the cocoon> a^ 
well as the eggs are examined so that no disease 
may be introduced Ijy the worms imported from the-e 
foreign countries. So far, we understand, the enter- 
pri^ has been most successful, anef they have had 
very little trouble. \\'e^\'cre first shown the cocoons, 
which are laid out in large trays and are about the 
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size of a small pigeon's egg, of different shades of Thursday, 
yellow colour, according to the countries from \^-fiich Mar. 
they come. There appeared to be a large stock of '■ '-"'^"^ 
these, and the prodnetion prcjcess was explained to us. 

The e^cis an* (-arefuUy select r-d and ihf-n go 
through the process of hatching, by which the worm 
is produced. At first, a small and insignificaitt 
article, the worm is fed on mulberry leaves, and with 
growth his appetite increases until he is fully de- 
veloped and ready to spin the cocoon. At this 
stage his location on the branch is so adjusted that 
he will not interfere with other workers, as it is 
essential that the cocoons do not become interw^oven 
but each must be separate and complete in itself. 
When the spinning is completed, which takes about 
three days, the gilk-worm has two destinies to 
contemplate, fie may be allowed to emerge from 
the cocoon in the moth stage, when his purpose in 
life is the proi^agation of the species, or his cocoon 
may be devoted exclusively to the production of 
silk, in which case he becomes the original bobbin 
from which the thread is wound. Each cocoon 
contains from 800 to 1,200 yards df ver\' fine thread. 

When allowed to develop naturally, the worm 
becomes a moth, and is able, by moistening the silk 
threads, to force an opening through them, from 
which the head emerges, after ^vhich the cocoon is 
burst and the perfect moth apiiears. 

The beautiful butterfly appearance of these moths 
was post striking. Although perfecti\- formed witli 
a pan- of wings, he does not appear to use them for 
flymg, and is transferred to a large fiat tray, pre- 
sided over by a young girl operative, ^^•ho act-^ a 
fau-y godmother, preventing fights or misunder^ 
standmgs by uUuKiudng ami mating eligible couples, 
the female moth )s then placed in a small paoer 
envelope or bag. where, m tlue course, she lays W 
eggs, and having mmpleTcd her dt»stinv, withers 
ujj and dies. 
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The tg-gs ai-c then subjected lo a thorough 
microscopic exaniinatio)!, anrl afterwartls init on 
trays, into cold storage at a temperature of 34", 
where they can be kept and "are hatched out by 
artificial, heat at the ixn-iod when the miilberrj? 
lea\^s are readA" for the fecdinsi' of the htr\-ae/' 

The industry is of importance to the farmers 
who cultwate the mulberry treCvS and to whom the 
larvae arc sent when sufficiently developed to be 
placed on the trees. These farmers also harvest 
the coooons, some sa:#ip!fes #f wMch we sa^- ftaiiging 
on the branches of a tree, in some cases as many as 
two or three dozen on a single branch. This work 
iriTOlves care rather than labour, and is, we under- 
stood, fairly profitable to the farmers. 

The establishment was very up-to-date and run 
by electric power. In the factoi-y proi)er the un- 
brokem cocoons are treated in water at a temperature 
of 140'' to 150°, and put in groups of six or eight 
under a revolving circular brush, which has the effect 
of cleaning and softening the outside as well as picking 
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up the end of the silk thread of which the cocoon ia, 'Uwr^day, 

made. This also ^orts the ^(jod coroons from the 5th Alar. 

poor ones. After the brush has picked u{) the threads f ■■"'"'»«"' 

from a group of cocooiib, tlje threads are pa^-sed over 

to another operator, who sorts them out, still kee|Mng 

the cocoons tioatiiiii' in the hot -water, weavino; or 

combing six or seven of tiie original threads which were 

so fine as to be almost invisible, into one heavier 

but still very fine thread, <mUi a ^pnol or ^pincUe. 

This operator keeps several spindles running, and 

the water tank is filled with several groups of six or 

eight of these little cocoons bobbins; up and down. 

but from which is being always pulled the original silk 

threads. Th<#Sfe #1%* spindles when full are In tttWi 

passed on to other operators, who weave a heavier 

thread by combining several of the original threads 

into oltie — -tlie ap^mtkm %&hg -very similar to that 

of a cotton mill — until the silk is finally woven into 

a heavy thread, which, in turn, is made into a hank 

of silk, the natural colour being a deep )x^llow. The " 

broken cocoons are treated by a different process 

and produce web silk as distinguished from spun silk. 

The production of this factory has been 3,000 
kilos, or 6,600 lbs. of silk yarn monthly, but with the 
new machinery we saw in process of 'installation, it 
was expected the product would be doubled and that 
the annual production of manufactured silk yarti 
would be 72,000 kilos. This estimated production 
is based on the increase that has b^n registered with 
the (^ocoons now ])roduced in Brazil froni the original 
imported stock. It is expected that, barring disease 
or accident, there will be no necessitv for makin^ 
further importations of silk worms, as the natural 
production in Brazil is sufficient to supply thcrenniro- 
ment of the factory. Naturally, the success oi tHi. 
establishment at Campanis will emourage jsinular 
mdustne.s, and it is expected betore T Neais 
Bmmi wdl become one of the large silk-prod ucin^^ 
caDun tries of the world. " 
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rt;:,i.<d'i\\ It is claimed that with the system of cold storage 
?ih Mar. of the eggs, and the favourable c^limatic conditions 
r«*;«rierf for the production of the mulberry leaves, they can 
obtain three or four crops of the silk-worm annually, 
whereas in Italy and China, where the conditions 
are not so favourable, only one crop a year is ob- 
tainable. The machinery used in the procet-t^ of 
collectinci; the silk web from the ^cocown is said to be 
comparati^-ely new and not yet applied extensi\-ely 
either in China, Japan, India, Italy, or other silk- 
producing; countries. 

We left Campanis by special train, getting back 
to Sao Paulo about 6 p.m., having had a most 
instructive and enjoyable day. 

Friday, We made a fairly early start to visit the cotton 
6i.h Mar. mill of Mr, Scarpa, the title of the establishment 
being the Sociedade Anonyma Scarpa. The factory 
is on the outskirts of Sao Paulo, occupying about 
23,0CKJ square metres. The whole of this vast lot is 
covered In" factory buildings of a modern and up-to- 
date reinforced concrete construction; the walls 
of some of the buildings are of pressed brick, and 
ai the roofs of tile; the entire construction of steel 
with concrete foundations and concrete floors. _None 
of these buildings is more than three stories in 
height, most of them are only one, but with a good 
height of ceiling, probaljly from 25 to 30 feet. The 
machinery equipment is of J^ritish manufacture 
and is the last word in cotton mill nia(;hijiery. All 
the toonis and other machines have individual electric 
motcjr drives; several hundred motors are employed 
in this way and 2,000 H.P. is required to operate 
them. There are 2,0(X) emi)loyees, and as the in- 
stallation of this plant is only half corn r>letcd ■ 

the erection of a<-lditif>nal machinery Ijeing in proci-sa 
during our visit— it is exi)ected when finished,, 
probably within another twelve; months, to have a 
capacity of from thirty to fifty million yards ol 
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finished goods per annum, figuring on an eight-hour Friday, 
day. The average wage of employees is about 70 '>i-h Mar^ 
cents per day; from 65% to 70% of the total number ^^'^'"""^^ 
being women and girls. The wages are based on the 
experience and ability of the operator to produce the 
work, and the factory being comparatively new, it 
is expected that the wages will be increased as the 
skill of the operats^ f»M«S fhwi to make a tm^m 
production. At present one operator attends to tw^o 
units, but the management expects that before long, 
with greater experience, most of the operators will fe 
able to handle at least three. 

Brazil has a territory as large as the United 
States, and is wholly situated in the tropics, w list 
cotton can be grown in any section of this vast coun- 
try. _ Naturally, different districts produce different 
qualities, the soil, rainfall and temperature, as regu- 
lated by the altitude, giving a range from the long 
fine fibre to the shorter and coarser. As a result 
the cotton manufacturer here is able to iinxluce 
the various grades or quality of cotton goods from 
the native product, while mills in other lands obtain 
this result by mixing the product of t*% tor more 
diferent countries. 

In this plant all oi^erations connected with the 
manufacture of cotton goods are completed; that 
is, from the unbaling, dusting and cleaning of the 
raw cotton to the printing and finishing of coloured 
as well as fin(; white goods. The cottGii, after being 
cleaned, is carded and made into yarn, bleached". 
d\'ed and printed all under the one rof^f, these 
operations not being distributetl among many mills 
as they are in Canada. In connection with the 
mill and on their piMperty is a ci-eche for the babies 
and very young children ol ihe women emf)ioyees. 
In the case of y*)ung fubivs, mothers get [x^riodicai 
leave during working liours io nourish them Tlio 
etiuipment of the creche i.s up-to-date, each child 
iiavmg a neat iron cot. painted while, with a Ih>x 
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Fr«fe>', at the foot of the bed containing- its clothes and 
tfift. Mar. other comforts. It is under tht^ ciirection and man- 
c^tmmmi agemcnt of the Sisters of Merc\-, -who are engaged 
and paid by the nianagemeni of the niill. The 
older children, up to six or eight \ Ctirs of age, are taken 
care of and taught in the kindergarten or other 
schwl of instruction, and are furnished with meals 
duiing the day. A good deal of the instruction, of 
course, is on the lines of A'arious branches of cotton 
and its manufacture, which industry, it is hoped, the 
children will follow when old enough to work. 

Although Brazil has a Child Labour Act, making 
14 the minimum age, this Act is not too strictly 
enforced if the cMM is physically strong and the 
character of labour suitable, but in all cases the 
parents' consent must be obtained before any child 
is allowed to work under the legal age. In addition 
to the kitchen furnishing meals to the children of 
the school, there is a dormitory where they are put 
to rest during the hot hours of the day. The place 
is kept immaculately clean, and from the appearance 
of the children who were paraded for our inspection, 
they are all healthy and happy, and in honour of 
our visit some of the older ones favoured us with a 
few songs and other entertainments, which they 
ai|J^a*feci to enjoy quite as much as we did. 

Our obser\^ation was that the tyije of employees 
in Brazilian factories, both physically and in their 
general appearance — the climate being considered-^ 
will compare favourably with those employed in 
similar industries in any part of the world. 

This company owns about 200 workmen's houses 
which are renter! to the employees at very moderate 
rates, Thv. demand, however, for them is greater 
than the company can supply. There is also a small 
church, a comfiany's sK^re and cinema theatre in 
connection with this Hettk;m(!nt. The site_ of the 
property is on the Rio Tiete, from which their water 
supply is obtained, and in fxjnnection with this a 
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very elaborai.c pumping and filtration system is Friday, 
. operated. Sir Herbert assured its that it was as <>ik Ma.r. 
iip-lo-dalc and modern in ever}' way as anythina he 
had yet seen. The factory plant is sprinkled 
throughout, and has a far#s steel storage tank in 
connection with this system, with a capanty of 
over 600,000 litres. Two shifts are c-mployed in some 
departments, but all operations in the works are 
earried on between 7 a.ns. and 9 |).m.; the Icvf.il <\.x\ , 
which I undristand i.-^ i (;jnpulsor3- in IJrazii, being 
eight hours, so that the purpose of ha\-ing these shifts is 
to prepare the work for the rest of the factory- in 
certain departments where the hours are jiex-u.->--arih- 
longer, _ The entire product of this mill is marketed 
in Brazil, and in addition to the factory- we ins|>ected, 
there are also in Sao Paulo several other large cotton 
factories; bu! in spirt' of this apparently large fTO-^ - 
duction, Brazil is still a large importer of cotton 
goods, so that there would seem to be- good prospects 
for the future of this industry. 

After completiug our inspection of the factor\- 
about 12.30, we drove to a Brazilian tea garden at 
the other end of the city, having been invited % 
Mr. Lee, formerly the American Consid at 
this city, to take lunch with him. The garden was 
m many w_ays [jrijuitive, but characteristic, we were 
told. -Similar outdoor restauratits are fomul in most 
Cities throughout Braxil. A^'e sa\\- here some Italian-^ 
j)Ia>ing a game <if bow]>. the general idea lieine 
smiilar to our lawn bowling but with considerable 
variation in the rules, one of the priru-ipal ehano-e--; 
bemg that when the player j>lavs his bowl at ''«hot''' 
his oi)poiient continues to i>lay until he has exhausted 
his bowls, unle.ss he makes a better "shot" than his 
oprument; this -iv-^-s his opponent the opportunitv 
'.^t p)a)-mg hi.s additional bowls after hint mid in 
rotation. 

Mr. Lee's iuadieon was typically BraJsiHan. 
and SOUK- nuN-el naUonal diiihes were presenteti 
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Frid&y, to i(S. Th<' real national dish api)earcd to be a 
mk M'sr. combination stew of chicken, beef, rice, onions and 
CMfeNfrf garlic, and was quite acceptable in small portions to 
raost of the company, btit, the weather being very 
hot, it did not appeal as much as it might have done 
a cooler day. Some Brazilian wines were served, 
but mostly Italian and other imported wines. 

After luncheon we returned the hotel, and as 
some of tiie party had made othc>r eng-ag-ements, I 
accepted an invitation from Mr. and Mrs. Richards 
to visit the snake farm at Butantan. This farm 
is located about ten nn'les from Sao Paulo, and there 
is a good automobile road to it. At the farm, which 
is really a scientific experimental station, snakes 
are bred and serums are made ^\■hich furnish revenue 
to the institution. The serums are depended upon 
by tbe inhabitants of Brazil, and are furnished to all 
civilized countries to save them from the fatal 
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effects of bites from venomous snakes. The insti- Friday, 
tution is commodiously housed in s(-\i i-ai imjKJsing 6th Mar. 
buildings, and is well manned by srif-ntirils who are 
instructors to a considerable class of students. In 
fenced-in enclosures tliwg fe a great variety of 
reptiles of all sizes, shapes and dispositions. Thf.!se 
enclosures are presided over by attendants who, in 
addition to their ordinary apparel, wear thick »lio«Sv 
leather leggings and gauntlets, and use as their batons 
sticks an inch in diameter and several feet long, 
with a blunt hook in the end of each. The spectator 
stands outside of the closely woven wire fence and 
looks on in perfect safety while the attendant 
irritates the great reptiles with the hook end of his 
baton, dragging them out of their beehive-like houses 
and tantalizing them to show tight. In one enclo- 
sure there wwe targe trees on whieh tlf «t#n#aTit 
would stir up some knob-like mass on a limb above 
him, hook up a great struggling reptile and skilfully 
bnng him to earth. It is a creepy business, tittd by 
the time we left this institution 'nearlv everybody 
was on the verge of delirium tremens. In the 
laboratory where the serums are made the vork of the 
institution was demonstrated to us. and we gained a 
notion of how familiarly the laboratory ' workers 
a^^ociat e with their \'ictims. Nt^arby was a pharma- 
ceutical laboratory where quinine and other alkaloids 
and Brazilian drugs are prepared and tested. The 
museum has a line collection of native plants framed 
and mounted, also illustrations in colour showin*>- 
the effect of various bites from poisonous and nout 
jxjisonous snakes, with spechttens of rare 'snakes 
lizards and other rt.pt ile. in g]as^ jars; all of interest 
to the naturalist or medical student 

Reuirning to liu- hole! about I joined the 

other membeis of the (xirh' and uent with them to 
tea at j\ r. Rae s the local superxisor ol tho Rovai 

i^Hated I, a. Avenue Paulisla, and there wore a 
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Friday. DHO^bor of iironiineni l-liiglish rt'sukMUs oi Sao raulo lo 
nth IfM, meet us, inclutiing Mr. Arthur Abbot, 11 H M Consul; 
Cfs.= r^f.. p_ c. S. Ford, Ikuik ofl.oruion <Nc South America- 

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Ford of the s.ui Paulo Alpargatt- 
Cck; Mr. Herteft Boyes; Mr. All ud [^o\t's. Mi ami 
Mrs, H. Dickinson : Mr. and Mr.s. \ . Scarpa, all inter- 
estexJ in the manufacture of cott(,)n ; Mr. J.S.Cole, Bank 
of London and South America; Mr. and Mrs, G. S. 
Whyte, British Bank of South .Vmerica; Mr. S. L. 
\\''illiams, National City I^ank of New- \'ork; Dr. and 
Mrs. R. Simonson, President of the Cia. Construction 
de Santos; Air. and Mrs. Reid; Mr. .\. R. Gordon: 
Mr. Lacerda; Air. and Mrs. Ross, all of the Ro\-al 
Baak of Canada, Sao Paulo; Col. and Mrs. Johnston, 
Superintenderit Sao Paulo Railway Co. ; Mr. and 
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Mrs. D. Muiqueen, Comptroller Brazilian Traction Frulay. 
Light & Power Co.; Mr. R. Pease and Mr. M. Smith 6ih Mar, 
oi the Brazilian Portland Cement Co., and Mr.s. 
Muir, wife oi the Managing Director of the Banco 
Commercial do Estado de Sao Paulo. Th^' ai 
seemed to be very well satisfied with the business 
and social associates they had. and as some of them 
had been living at Sao Paulo for 25 or 30 years 
they said they had no desire to go hack to England 
or eisewhere, as they regarded Sao Paulo as "their ' 
home, and did not beh'eve they could find -mmm 
agreeable climate or more acceptable living- con- 
ditions in any other part of the world. Physically 
i hey all confirmed the claim of a heaJthy claiat*. 

We had to pack our trunks and prepare for leaving Satwday, 
early I\'I(jnday morxiing, and as the trunks had to go ^ Jf^;' 
forward early Saturday afternoon, it rather broke up 
the day, but we were able to do some shopping and 
put in the time very pleasantly,' 

Sir Herbert, Mr. Duggan and I left the hotel Sunday 
about 10 a.m., mtendmg to take a driveand visit the 8th .^tfar 
monument Da Independencia. This montmient is 
new, and, in fact, the groimds around it are not yet 
quite hnished. When completed it promises to'be 
one of the hnest of its class. It stands in the centre 
of a slope, at the top of which is the National Museum 
a \'<>ry hue large buikliug. In front of the mitseum 
IS a l>road driveway, below this terract>s of flower- 
gardens, fountains and ponds, similar to those at 
\ eisaillc-. \mi more extensive, with a series of steM 
down to the monument which constitute-^ the 
approach to the National Museutn, On the other 
side ol tin- monument tlicrc is a liotilevard with double 

--W^lte-t^n both sides. As-^.oon as these trees obtain a 
littk- nuM-e !^ri)wth the effect will be very fine The 
momirncnt occupies a central twsition in" I he general 
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Smmday, plan, whicii covers more than a mile of civic landscape. 
gfk Mm~ The ba^e of the itiOTUttieat is gray granite or marble, 
cm.timiiid jjjjj 3 series of steps leads up to a square base upon 
which the monument itself is [ilaced. On the sicles 
of this base are bronze reliefs rei:)resciiting various 
iticidents connected with the bidependence of Brazil, 
and several figures in bronze of the national heroes. 
On the top of the column is an allegorical group in 
bronze. Victory holding a flag and riding in a two- 
wheeled car drawn by two horses, while around the 
car is a group of figures marching with it, re^teaenting 
the several Arts and Sciences. At each corner of 
the base are large bronze figures of the statesmen who 
were prominent in fcnsnding the Repubh'c, and 
Generals who were the leaders of the Army at the 
time of the Revolution. The whole work is of a, 
very high order and equal to anything T have yet 
seen.. 

We returned to the hotel for lunch and in the 
afternooii drove to the Golf Links at Santa Amaro, 
atx>ut ten miles from Sao J^aulo. These links were 
interesting on account of the unusual drought. The 
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grass was pretty wetl dried up and the "greens" are Sunday, 
not as we understand them, but are round in shape, Mar, 
with sand instead of grass, but very smooth and < *"""'-* 
apparently faster and truer than most grass greens. 
Here, we found Mr. Dyment and Mr. Gordon, the 
local assistant manager of the Bank, having a game; 
but from the fact that they occasionally kill poisonous 
snakes on this course, it did not attract me. There is 
a very comfortable club-house with lockers and all 
other accessories, and before leaving, we had tea, 
Mrs. Ross, the wife of one of the Royal Bank men, 
joining our party and doing the honours. The club- 
house is equipped to furnish meals, and in addition 
to the lockers, shower baths, card-rooms and bar 
there are a certain number of bed-rooms, so that 
members, if they wish, can sj^end week-end at the 
links. 



n ^,'\,^ar'y ^Tiirt by train {A. J. Brown. Mayday, 

h. ^eiil and W. H. McWilliams goina bv motor. Qih Mar 
with part of our hand baggage), leaving Sao 
Paulo for Santos at 8.15 a.m., the distance 'beino 
approximately, 50 miles and the sc#nerv along the 
road most interesting. Arriving at the "Serra^" 
aiready referred to, which are about ten miles from 
^i'ntos we changed from the regular steam loeomo- 
live which brought us to this point, to a specialh- 
{ esiguL^cl one operated with a clutch, and were let 
down the grade by a series of three drojis, on a wire 
rope traction, the grade being about 3.000 feet in 
two miles. I he descent is regulated by wire cables 
and the balance accomplished through an equal 
number of up-bound cars to tho,se beittg let down 
ilie cables me coiurniled by three po^u.r station.^ 
each o ulm-li opctatc^ one-thii'd of the cables, as on 
account ol ,he lenglh of the cables it was found 
more coiuen.ent to dixide them in this wa^- The 
seeneryan;! engmeering work on this pan ol" the road 
'"^^ ]Mi-t ot the latter inchHied the manv 
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Mmiliiy, aquediuts built in and alongside^ the riglit-ol'-vvay to 
Ml Mt^r. take carr of rhv- heavy rains which (X)nie down on 
c#»6rw>r rliese hills, thus protecting the road against wash- 
CHits. The whole scheme is an ingenious and 
creditable piece of engineering, as the surmounting 
of a grade of this size in so short a distance certainly 
afforded in itself an engineering problem. From 
the foot of the grade to the cit>' of Santos, about 8 
or 10 miles, the country' is low and level, covered with 
gardens producing tropical fruits and vegetables, as 
already »tst«d . 



We reached Santos, a cit\- of about 120,000, 
about 10.JS a.ai., and drove to the S.S." Andes," at 
the dock, to get rid of our hand-baggage, make sure 
of our accommodation, and also check up our trunks, 
which had preceded us the day before. We then took 
a walk about the business section of the town, and 
visited, the Royal Bank, which is well located, but 
not so large or imix)sing as some of the other bank 
beiildings we had seen in Rio and Saf) Paulo. 

We \-isited the Coffee Exchange, located in a very 
handst>me building of its own . The Exchange 
proper is a large room with a circular enclosure in 
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the centre, with seats around and a pul|:>it or clehk Monday, 
. for the Chairman, the whole built of walnut and 9tk Mar. 
quite handsome. The seats are enclosed by a fence ^ 
or wall of wood about 4 feet high, and there are 
probably 60 or 70 seats in all, one for each member 
of the Board. At the side of each scat is an arm- 
rest which can be used as a writing table by the 
members when* making their memoranda. The 
President's seat is in the centre with an equal number 
of seats on each side. When the Exchange is in 
operation, sales are put np by the President and 
the members of the Exchange make their bids, 
practically constituting an auction. The room is 
handsomely decorated with mural paintings portray- 
ing the original foundation of Santos and other 
national and historical scenes. The Exchange was 
ri"6t in session when we made our visit, as their working 
hours are from 9.30 to 11 a.m. and from 3.30 to 
5 p.m. Members transact their business seated, the 
Chairman offering the goods. When a sale is madfe 
It is registered by a clerk, the proceedings beisig very 
much the same as on our own Produce or Stock 
Exchanges. 

fn most cities of South America we found that 
business hours were largely conventional, it being 
the custom to do no business during two houre and a 
half in the middle of the da>-, so "that Banks. Ex- 
changes, and many stores were open until 11 or 11 30 
ami. and then closed until 1.30 p.m., and betwwm 
these hours little or no biisint^ss is doiK\ 

After \isiiing Uie Exehangt- niouired ihrough 
the residential district and ,-^aw .some v^rv attractive 
residenc(^s with quantities ^4 bloom in the gardens. 
VVc drove h^r a im\v nr fuo along the sandv l>each, 
(jiie ot the features of this city, and a ^-o^^• aUracti^■e 
driveway, as the snnd is harci and naturallx- there i,. 
no dust. - , , 

The harbour of Santos is entered thnni-h i 
narrow strait. On one side of this entrance i^"thr 
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MmdAy. old Spanish Fort. The distance across from shore to 
Pth S!ar. shoi^e is, approximately, one-half mile. Inside this 
c.^!tK.^i.r,' entrance the harbour exteiKis for several miles. The 
harbour is also protected by several islands which 
lie, outside the entrance, and is quite picturesque. A 
few years ago, Santos was one of the worst fever 
ports in the world. Many ships going there lost their 
entire crew through fever, and the ships had to lie 
abandoned. Now, however, under the direction of 
the progressive Gov^ernment which Brazil has, this 
city, as well as Rio and Sao Paulo, have been cleaned 
up, m.odern systems of drainage installed, the streets 
well paved and well kept, and fever cases are rare 
in the^ cities, while visitors need have no uneasiness 
&3 long as the>' pay reasonable attention to the rules 
of health and sanitation. 

Before leaving Brazil I might say that the 
President now in office, Dr. Arthur da Silva Ber- 
nardes, is a man of considerable determination and 
ehwacter. This has made him unpopular in certain 
quarters and recently led to the revolution, about 
which we heard, and of which we saw certain signs in 
Sao Paulo. The revolutionists, numbering at the 
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feeginning about 5,000 or 6,000, had, however, been Monday, 
dispersed, and at the time of our visit thcrcr were not '^th Mar. 
more than 1,500 or 2,000 at the most, but as these ^^""""-''^ 
were scattered and carrying on a guerilla warfare, it 
took about 20,000 troops to keep them in order, 
which was a great tax on the resources of the Govern- 
ment. The President, we were told, does not go 
about in the streets, nor does he leave his palace 
except on rare occasions; has armed guards with him 
most of the time, and a revolver at his bedside 
continuously at night. The cause of his unpopu- 
larity is explained by the fact that wheji elected he 
determined to balance the Budget, and in his endeav- 
our to accomplish this, dispensed with about 60% 
of the civil servants, whom he regarded — probably 
rightly — as useless. He also undertook to enforce 
the collection of the income tax under a law passed 
by Congress three years before his election. Many 
of the larger landholders had not paid anything, and, 
naturally, did not take kindly to the idea of being 
forced to pay income tax. All this led to the 
revolution, which we understand the President has 
now satisfactorily suppressed. From the character 
of the people and the wild condition of certain parts 
of the country it is not surprising that a policy of 
this kind should create a revolution, as even in 
Canada the application of the same methods would 
probably create serious unpleasantness. 

It is to be hoped that the President may succeed 
in bringing his country into a more satisfactorv 
financial condition, and it will not be his fault if he 
does not accomplish this. 

We returned to the "Andes " for lunch and found 
her a large, well-equipped and Comfortable ship. 
Before saihng we had an opjiortunitv to look over 
the harbour of Santos, which is really' very line ^t 
the time of our visit there were over 80 sea-eoine 
steamers in the harbour. This number, we ' wei^ 
told, wati more or less of a recorct^ausedlarg^ly by a 
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ooiigesLion due io ihc inaliilit}' of the i)orl, authorities 
and the ralhva}- to handle the tral-hc, some of the 
ships ha\"ing" been anchored in the harbom- for some 
weeks waiting a chance to discharge their cargoes. 

It was also explain^ that as the port docks and 
wharf facilities are operated under a concession to a 
coinpany largely controlled by one man, the author- 
ities are not in a position to do much to remedy the 
situation, but it would look as though the harbours 
and docks were one of the public utilities that should 
be at least controlled, if not managed, bj^ the Govern- 
raeiit. 

We left Santos about 4 o'clock and had a pleasant 
f=.ail down the harbour to the op(;n sea, which was 
smooth and the \¥eather fine and warm> 

TmesAay, Was spent on board the "Andes," having the 
l&lk. aad usual ship life with deck games, bridge, dancing and 
Wednesdity other amusements. The service and meals on this 
liA-M-ar.. ship w-ere, I thought, as good m anything one could 
■syish for.. 

Thursday, Reached Montevideo at 6 a.m. The doctor came 
IZA Mar. on board early and cleared the ship, so she went 
alongside the pier at 8 a.m. As our trunks w^ere to 
go through with the ship to B.A.. we disembarked 
with our hand-baggage about 8.30 and were cleared 
at the customs with, little delay, Air. .Allen, the local 
manager of the Bank, and "^ome of his staff meeting 
us and taking charge of the l)aggage. We the;; 
dro\c in motors to the i'arciuc- Moiel, --ituated about 
two miles frons the dock on a driveway facing the 
&f;a in one of the moit ;iiiracii\ c ])av\- of the city. 
The appointment- and general ( haracter ol this 
hotel are strictly high ckibh, with a large dining-room, 
ball-room, casino, and in front of the hotel an 
exteii-.i\e ouldijor restaurant and bar lacing the 
btatlj. 'J'his balhing beach is croucS-d if ■■>i:"si 
hours of the day and there are many b-i! hsiiji';.-r chincs 
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for those who require them, indicating that people Thursday, 
come from all parts of the city to take advantage of ISth Mar. 
this excellent surf bathing. ConunMd 

The ocean driveway extends for several miles, and 
in the afternoon we took a drive antf saw two other 
hotels, located facing the sea, similar to the Parque, 
the appearance and style of which our party agreed 
were equal, if not superior, to anything they had seen 
in North America or Euroj^e. These hotels are 
owned by the municipality and at the time of our 
visit were under the direction of the municipality, 
although previously they had been rented to, and run 
by private corporations, and, from our information, 
under the private management they had been more 
successful than they were under the municipal man- 
agement, although we could not find any fault with the 
accommodation we had. 

iVIontevideo is a summer resort not only for the 

people of Uruguay, but for a great manv Ar^entinos 

who come over to enjoy the cooler climate of the 

sea.shore from the ISth December to the 1st March 

were a little late to see the more fashionable 

set who love to parade on a certain popular part 

of the driveway in the afterjioon between 6 p.m. and 

7.30 p.m. There were, however, a great many 

well-dressed and gooddooking people on the parade 

comparmg favourably, we thought, with those one 

would see at Nice or any fashionable watering- place in 
f^urope. " 

Montevideo gets its name from the cerro or hill 
around which the cty is built. There is a fine 
h.,Tbom with, I understand, plenty of deep water 
but It IS artificial m the sense that there is an extensive 
breakwater at the entrance. Tfie city gets its name, 
traditionally, trom one of the early discoverers. A 
sailor on the lookout shotited "Monte de video 
meaning "I see a hill," which indicates pr.nvwdl 

!i"":rif" ■ "I '"^'^I'tJ'' the cerro or htli i.s a 
%^«f^teiffli on«, but the only one in the neighlxnu-hood 
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Th;"--day. the rt?l of the city and surrounding country bcins 
iJ-c .'i/'T. co^1par.lli^ eh The city has a [■)()pulati()n of 

I „■ 400, OOU and well kept, ha\ing paved streets, and 

apparently the State, which is lari;el\- responsible 
for the city (this being the centre of population of 
the whole countr>-^, is in a sufficiently prosperous 
finandal |K>sition to keep e\erything in' good shape. 
The principal industry is the export of cattle. There 
are several lart^e packinsj- and killing plants located 
riere. utcltidinsi bwift, Armour, Bovril and other 
British plants. The United States' pacMng- fcotises, 
how<-\ < r, > ontrul the major portion of this trade. 

The ^tiecis in the older portions of the town are 
cobble-stoiied, tet m tfe newer parts and where 
-tie<T'> ha^e been rebuilt, asphalt has l)een used. 
The hoiic-es are mostly low, not more than two 
stories, with fiat roofs, the prfndpal building being 
the Cathf tlral, which is surmounted by a dome and 
ha=^ two turrets 130 feet in height. There is a large 
Italian cofony and a British community of about 
900 with a British ho.spital and a King Edward VII. 
Sartitariuia.. 
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Montevideo is thf chief and only important tmvii 'Jhunday, 
of l'ru5^ua\'. Then- are M'Veral fine bank-, a Jo( key l^'h Mu'. 
Club and important Government bnikliugs. I'he ■ 
ncw Pariiament Building; in Cottr-^e of con'^-trurtion 
is now about 80 per cent, completerl, built of nati\x* 
marbles, of which both in the interior and exterior 
construction there are a <(reat number of beautiful 
specimens, with a variety of colourimj. The 
Assembly Chamber and the Senate Chamber will be 
remarkably handsome when they are completed. 
The building" is divided by a spacious hallway runninsf 
from the front entrance to the l^ack, not unlike our 
own buildings in OttaW-a, the left-hand portion t>eing 
de\-oted to The Senate, its officers and staff, 
and the other side of the building to the Legislative 
Assembly. The Senate has 19 members, but the 
membership of the House of Representatives is 
regulated by the population, one member being 
quaffied for every 12,000 voters, and elected for a 
term of three years. An electoral college set up b\- 
popular votes elects the Senators, one for each depart- 
ment, for a term of six years, one-third retiring 
every two years. 

In 1921 suffrage was accorded to women and in 
1923 a movement was begun with the object of 
giving women all civil and political rights possessed 
by men, hut we did not hear that this movement had 
created any special interest. 

Besides the exportation of cattle, Uruguay is a 
large exjx)rter of wool, running annuallv into the 
neighbourhood of 100,000 bales. There are also 
sealing and whaling establishments along the coast, 
and for the size of the country it does a large and 
prosperous business. As the port of Montevideo is 
the natural outlet for a large territory now included 
in Southern BrasEil, there is a movement on loot to 
extenfl the boundaries of Cruguay so as to annex 
this lerritorx-, but whether this can be accomplished 
without a war is a question. Uruguay is regarded a^. 
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die buffL-r state between Brazil and the Argentine, 
and we -^^i-ere gi\-en to iinderstaiul that in the ewrtt 
of an\ I rouble with cither of tlies-e nations, Uruguay 
wtHiKI ijet the baekintj of the other nation ia her 
fight, so that there is not Hkcly to be any -warfare 
hetxvccn these three countries for some time. 

FfiSfty. lancheci at the hoteh the guests of the local 

J3,'h Mar. manager of the R{)\-al Bank, I\Ir. Allen, and his staff, 
and in the ew-ning these gentlemen were Sir Herfjert's 
giiests. After lunch we had a motor ride, seeing parts 
-,if the cit}' >\e had not alread}" visited and going- 
through the new ParUament Buildings already 
referred to, which wvrc of great interest to us. We 
I cirove through their park system, which is quite 
extensive. 

Later in the afternoon we visited Mr. -Allen's 

resideno'. uhere I^lrs. Allen and her three young 
daughters recei\ r-d u:^ at tea. Mr. Allen, who is a 
fiath'r of Fredericton, N.E., "h&s & house charac- 
teristic of this semi-tropical country, l:)ut pleasantly 
located on one of the highest parts of Montevideo, 
giving evtiry opportunity^ for a sea-breeze and com- 
fortable temperature. 

We all enjoyed our visit to Mr. Allen's home, 
aijd meeting his family. The children are thof-: 
ouglily familiar with Spartish, it being the language 
•of ihr- I'onntr}- and consnionly used !>}' their play- 
m&w-, a'.mrAigh the great majority of the educated 
population of this counir) . including the children, 
-peak a*, least two, and fretiuently three or four 
different languages. 

Returning to ih*- hotel for dimi'T, we left aliout 
10 p-m. to take the l>oat leaving Montevideo ior 
Byeno^ Aires at 11 p ni. 1 he distance is a little more 
than 123 miles b>' xsatrr, and the boat was of a iiigh 
fla'^s roaMing -jtsaiiif r de-ij.'n. At the alt-end there 
is. a larg* and wi'll-t qusppe<i rtstauraui w here niivil-^ 
arid othfT refreshments run i)e obtained, and 'flrouiid 
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this room, as well as on the two other decks, are Fridm, 
state-rooms comf(>rt:al>ly fitted with iron fjeds, and in i3th Mar. 
all respects the boat is well equipped for a steamer of 
this class. 

Reached Buenos Aires early this morninu' and Sahtrda^j. 
%\-ere met at the pier by Mr. Dever, the local manager I4;h Mar. 
of the Royal Bank, and Mr. Allingham of lii- -taff, 
who assisted us in gettint^ our hand-bagsrajfc through 
the customs and then escorted us to the hotel. 

Buenos Aires is nearly 7,000 miles distant fn^in 
London and is one of the most important and 
busiest ocean ports in the world. It is the capital of 
the Argentine, the largest city south of the equator, 
and one of the wealthiest as well as best built cities 
in the Southern Hemisphere. It has a population of, 
approximately, 1,800,000. The city is laid out in 
squares with right-angle streets, making it fairly easy 
to find one's way about. The main thoroughfares 
are evidently modelled after Paris, but the water 
and drainage system ha\'e been installed by gritiife 
engineers. 

Accommodation had been secured iot us at the 
Plaza Hotel, located opposite one of the parks and 
quite convenient to the harbour, railway terminals 
and_ the business section of the city. It is also well 
equipped and the restaurant is as high class as any- 
diing we have found either in London or Pans. 
After breakfast at the hotel, we had to go again to 
the dock in order to identify and clear our trunks 
and heavy baggage, which had been forwarded direct 
by the steamer "Andes" to Buenos Aires, and this, 
as usual, took considerable time, the weather being- 
very warm. The process of ick^ntification, examina- 
tion and other details which are, no donbt, necessary, 
ap|)e;u-ed to us as being excessive in their fornuditv. 
Returning to the hotel, at 12.30, Mi\ LXner ga\c"a 
luncheon party in honourof Sir Herbert and his guest.-^, 
the following being- present; Sir Herbert S. Holt; 
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Sutnrimy.. Messrs. Charles E. Neill; A. J. Brown, K.C.; VV. H. 
34tA May. McWilfiams; A. E. Dyniciit; Hon. R. Smeaton 
(t.ssw«„.' White; G. H. Duggan; C. C. Pineo; W. N. Hardy; 

Dr- R. C, Aldao; Harry Usher; Dr. R. E. Halahan; 
A. G. Prudcn ; Major E. L. McColl ; Robert Eraser; 
Dr. R. Barrau; Cornelio Vivanco; Frederick Heath; 
aiid J- de Bruiie, 

In the afternoon and eA-ening we occupied our- 
selves looking about the shopping district of the 
city, the parks and other attractions in and about 
our imai^iate neighbourhood, 

Stitidav, Diiiiuan accepted an invitation to go for a 

ifft Mar- ^'''i*'^^ E- Halahan, Surgeon to the British 

HQr.pitd; in Buenos Aires, and on his return after a 
whole da> 's y achting reported that saih'ng, boating 
ami (jthLr aquatic sports were e^-idently well thought 
ol in Buenos Aires, as there was a fine yacht club- 
house, which indicated to what extent the men of the 
city enjoyed themselves in this way. 
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The others of the party were the guests of Dr. Suvjlay, 
R. C. Aldao, Soh'citor of the Royal Bank in Ar>;f'ii- J 3th Mar. 
tina, who called for us at 9.30 a.m. with a ' oui>lt' of ^'""""'"^ 
motors, and drove first to the City Club-house of 
the Jockey Club- — this building and Cfub being 
world-famous. The membership ot the Club is 
exclusive, being confined almost entirely to residents 
and natives of Argentina, although there are a few- 
exceptions, and it is considered a great compliment 
when any other than an Argentino is elected to 
membership of this Club, it is an old institution, 
and as they have had, for a good many years, the 
race track pari-mutuel concessions upon which the 
Club collects 10%, large revenues have been the 
rule. Out of ihtrse collections the Government 
receives 5%, the balance being devoted to the 
maintenance of the City Club-house and the race 
track. All surplus o\-er and above the requirements 
for the maintenance of these two houses, outside the 
subscription paid by members — which, 1 understand, 
is very small, apart from the initial subscription — 
the annual surplus, which is at times quite large, is 
distributed amongst the charitable institutions of 
the city. Later on w?e visited the race track, and 
although it was not at the height of the season nor 
considered a very good day, the betting on each 
race — there being 7 or 8 races in all — averaged over 
$100,000 in gold, and we \\ere told that on a big race 
with a capital purse the betting might run from 
1:300,000 to $500,000 on a single race. From this it 
can be easily estimated that this Club has had for a 
longtime, and still has, a very considerable revenue. 
There is some opposition to the continuance of these 
racing privileges and also to the betting, and as a 
concession to this sentiment, the Government has 
nlready restricted the racing days to two days a 
week and the racing to a certain number of weeks 
through the year. The Club-house is large and 
handsomely furnished and Contains a %tmt many 

-Pap ^tmM:!p0m 
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.Nfriwrfv, an treasures, well-known and valuable paintings, 
i5#t Mae, also soine verv fine examples of statuary both in 

r*«&w bronze and marble. Natiiralh\ with such larg'e 
revenues, the cliina, glassware, silver and other 
furnishings of the Club are of the very best, and 
prolxably no other club has such extravagant and 
higii class fumishinijs, taken as a whole. Tht; 
merabers' disiiny-rooms and private rooms include 
those for ladies, a library, billiard and card-rooms, 
all elaborately furnished. The members receive no 
(iiwdferrdS ffofn the re^iWei of the C!lti%', hwt It is 
_ said that the best meals at the lowest prices are 
obtainable at the Jockey Club by its members. 

The ctry or town house of the Club has been 
extended from time to time, and further e.vtensions 
are now under coji si deration, all of which naturally 
■t&mts^ l#om fhe annual fiUrKfg toflfedted by the Club 
from the race track. There is also evidence at the 
track itself that there is no stint of money, as the 
grounds afld whole fett¥iraftrn€nt art kept in very fine 
shape. 

Dr. iVldao then took us to a smaller, but the most 
exdusive Oti'b itt B'tteftoS Aires, the Club des Armes. 
Tills Club is very small, has a limited membership, 
w-as originally started as a fencing club, and still has 
a large room for fencing exercises. It has now, 
however, deve}o|:>ed into an exclusive club for 
older men, who go there when they wash to find a 
quiet and comfortable place to have their meal or 
read the newsjiapers. 

W'c then went to a new Athletic Club in which the 
Doctor is interested, situated almost alongsirJe the 
race track and I'aleriri(.t I 'ark. The l)(;ctor, although 
a native of Argentina and v(-ry well known — being 
prominent in the Argentine cxclu.sive sociJii set - 
dfK'S not approv'C of horse-rarin;^, and more ('Specially 
of the gambling feature of it. He claims he has uQver, 
although attending many races at this track, wagered 
■X bet on the result. The new Athletic Club rvhen 
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iftTlishecl'^ Tvfll be a vrry fxrcnsive place. At pre-sfnt SnnMy, 
the swimming tank, dressing;- rooms ix:lonyjntr to if, 15th Mar. 
tennis, hand-ball and jai-a-li courts have bet-n 
erected, and as funds come in this will be extended 
to include a stadium with aiJileiif ;-:ri^uud-, for 
football and other games; a gymnasium and raariy 
other facfffftes for athletic activities. THp Idea 
appears to be that this new athletic a< c-onuundc'tion 
might be the means of attracting many young men — 
who would fo to the race trark for want of better 
amnsement — and induce them to in(hi!£;e in various 
forms of athletics which (according to the Doctor 
mi: mmy of his friends who are backiuK up the 
enterprise and have already collected a \-er}^ large 
sum of money) will be more healthful and beneficial 
to them. 

The tract of land upon which it is proposed to 
develop this new Club is extensive and probably 
comprises 60 or 70 acres. 

We drove through the Palermo Park, which has 
many very beautiful monuments and well-shaded 
driveways and walks, as wfl as artificial ponds in 
which are numerous \\'ater birds. There is also a 
great variety of flowerijig trees, shrubs and other 
plants. 

We then drove to the Doctor's residence at 12.30, 
where he offered us a glass of sherry and a biscuit' 
The house is probably a typical dwelling of the better 
and wealthier class of Argentinos and is beautifully 
laid out and finished. Being in a semi-tropical 
country, it is in many ways different to otrr style of 
architecture. The Doctor ami his wife haw evi- 
dently been great travellers, as the hou.se contained 
many interesting souvenirs of their travels brought 
ixom t^;u■ope, Asia and the United States. 

vVenext drove to the celebrated race track, where 
we had luncheon and afterwards attended the racinj^ 
li'ivT'. arc three [jaruHel tracks, and in the centre of 
)i;c«f ibe ground is laid out with jjonds, flowers and- 
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Siih'iktr, weJl-kcpc grass lawns. The grand stand is a huge 
iSii-M&f. affair, pennancntly built with steel and conrrcte. 
(vw,v,>F>f ^j^^ consists really of three separate stands, one 
being exclusively for the use of members and friends 
who have been introduced; another for the use of 
memliers and friends who are not necessarily accepted 
by the majority of members. The third is for the 
public, divided as usual into two or three diiiferent 
sections. There is a restemrant connected with each 
of these grand stands, and the usual number of 
betting booths for the pari-mutuel, as well as the 
wickets lor making payment to the winners. The 
tickets are all in denominations of two pesos, which 
itvi the present exchanjje is about 80c. If the bettor 
wishe'^ to bet 100 pesos he is given a ticket marked 
50, which means 50 time.^ two — two pesos being the 
basic number. The tickets are, of course, arranged 
as under our system, thf* number of the race and the 
numlwT of the horse being marked on the ticket 
in addition to the amount bet. Therp appeared to be 
a good number of entries for each race, ain where 
from 10 lo 15 horses, and as far as I coukl judge 
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from my limited knowledge of horse-racing, the Sunday. 
quality of the horses and the racing were exceptionally I5tb Mar. 

good. ' * C,.M!M,^J 

After seeing three or four races, Mr. McWilliams 
found the heat bother him and sutri^ested returning 
to the hotel, which 1 was very glad to do, reachintj 
the Plaza about 5 p.m. The heat, however, still 
continued, and although tryins4 to cool off -sitting 
in deshabille in my room — it was quite im[K>5,sible 
to keep cool, although thcrti was a comfortable 
breeze that made living tolerable. 

Ikiother very "hot day. 1^ were tofd — as is Monday, 
usual under these conditions — by residents who ha\-e 16th Mm, 
lived in Buenos Aires for thirty years, that they did 
not remember, ditring their residence in that city, a 
spell so long and so hot a> the j)rcsent one. The 
heat we experienced for the last three days was, no 
doubt, quite eXce|*tionaI, as the ordinar^^ 'climate at 
this time of year in Buenos Aires is must agreeable. 

The Bankers of our party went do\\-n early to 
the city in connection with their own business, but 
due to the weather conditions I did not leave nn- 
room too early. We were located in the front of the 
building, and about 9 o'clock the mounted [X)lice and 
foot trooi)s began to collect to line the streets in front 
ot the hotel in preparation for the receptiors to 
ex-President Alessandri of Chile, who was expected 
to disembark from a \\arship that had brought him 
the night before from, Montevideo, and to come to 
our hotel. Alessandri was lianished from his 
country during the \\-inter (July) of 1924, and as the 
Military Council which has endeavoured to run the 
Government since th(-n has not Ixx^n a success, he has 
been invited back, and this recefKion Umk place on his 
way to Chile. The local police were in full-dress tuii- 
fonn. not unlike that of the French gendarmes, Se\ e- 
rai coir, I, of infantry lined the streets between the 
do< k .did our hotel where the President was to pass. 
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J'i'!.-.A{r, When ho rinaliy aiTiv*ed, a iittie after 10 a.m., he 
J6thJf(it. was es-ccirtt'd by the President of tho Argentine and 
nsiMwai local crk-brities, the party being in open coaches 
eadi dra\vi\ by four reniarkabiy good horses. The 
precession was mad« tip df the mounted Argentine 
trpop^= and officials from the army and navy of both 
the Argentine and Chile. The show was a very 
creditable ose, isfi ■am there mm an immense crowd 
al'in^ the streets he was given a most enthusiastic 
reception. In looking at a crowd of this character, 
which wasthe fifst we had seen in the Argentine, it 
u'as noticeable how well-dressed, good-looking and 
well-tehaved these peoj^le were, and I consider they 
would compare favourably with citizens in any 
&&ieT large city in the world. 

Alessandri, who was elected to the Presidency 
nearly three years ago, is one of the first represen- 
tatives of the Reform Party elected, there being for a 
long period of 30 or 40 years Presidents elected from 
the Conservatives, who represent the wealthier class 
and the Churchmen in Chile. Although he appar- 
ently had, and has, a great support from the popular 
vote, these radical reforms were more than the 
Conservati\'es, particularly those representing the 
Army, would stand, and as a consequence they 
decided that Alessandri should be removed and 
Parliament dissolved. The President was able to 
escape with his life through the back door of his 
palace and took refuge at the American Embassy. 
Later on, through the good offices of the American 
Ambassador, he received papers which enal>led him 
to leave the country . 

The story is told that at the time he was made 
President he was given a paper-weight or some 
orsaBieat representing a lion, and thh, apparently, 
wais about the only article he was abhr to rescue in 
his flisfht, it being of lioUl and of some value. This I f. 
gave to the American Ambassador in recognition of 
his services to him. After receiving his papers to 
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quit the country some of hi, Jricrifk iaW' < \i 1 io7jt ' 
50,000 pesos, which were gi\cB to him divl rri b'" 
him to go to Europe. Pie spent most ol h:~ f-x;^ ^ 
between Paris, Rome and other European cities. 
The Government was carried on by a Committee <rf 
three — the President having been dejxjsed, Parliament 
dissolved — -but apparently the popular feeling ran so 
strongly the governing Committee found it impossible 
to carry on, and sent for Alessandri to come Ijack. 
WTiether he will be able to carry out his extreme 
radical views, or whether his visit to Europe has 
modified his ideas, remains to be seen. His term 
of office will expire in October of this year, and under 
the present constitution of Chile he is not eligible for 
re-election, and unless his policy between now and 
that date fs sttcfi as to persuade the Chifeans it is 
necessary to amend the constitution to enable him 
to be re-elected, the balance of his terra of Presidftocy 
will be comparatfyeiv short. 

_ At 12.30 Major McColl, Canadian Trade Com- 
missioner in Buenos Aires, gave Sir Herbert and his 
party a hxnxhMm at the Plaza Hotel, and in additfdn 
to our party there were present: The British Minister 
Sir Beilby Alston, K.C.M.G., C.B.; Mr. T. F. Dever; 
Major E. L, McColl; Messrs. Montes de Oca; Jorge 
r\Iitre ; A. G. Pruden ; Harry Usher ; George Cockshutt ; 
Alexander McKerrow; F. Scott; W. N. Hardy; 
H. H. Leng. 

I sat next Sir Beilby Alston, the British Minister 
'or Argentina, and had a very interesting chat witli 
him. He has spent most of his diplomatic career in 
Northern China and was exchanged to Buenos .\ires 
largely on account of his health, as his physician 
aa Vised hmi he must find a warmer climate. As 
he knew General Knox and other people I had met. 
we soon established a pleasant conversation. He 
suggested that President Alessandri might not find 
,l1:o way too smooth when he rtjturned to Chile a'^ he 
had been interviewed, that day, by a deputation 
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Monday, of his own iXH)plo frtnn Chile who sought to make 
iCiih Mil), terms with him as to the policy he would carry out 
' " " • oti iiis return, and it was suggested he might not'Ttiaye 
<ui entirely free hand with his former policy. 

In the afternoon we made a further tour of the 
shopping district, visiting Harrods and some of the 
other large stores which are branches of the London 
firms. In the evening it was cooler, but we did not 
go farther than the park in front of the hotel. It 
\\as decided, instead of leaving for Santiago on 
Si:ni!a> to >tarT on Wednesday, there being only 
two tran>tv;ntinental passenger trains each week. 

Jucfday. Later a very heavy rain cooled the air. It started 

J7ui Mar. with heavy thunder and showers, and as they have 
ni ii h;id rain her-? for some weeks, this heavy showe 
wa'- nv>>>t aieeptable. The rain continued most of 
ihc' nny. and as we contemplate a railway trip to- 
il .'--r.v. no doubt e\erylhing will be more pleasant. 
I'art (>f ihe morning was devtned to packing and sort- 
ing our clothes as o\n- trunks eire to be shipped from 
here direct to the -((riiiierat Valparaiso, and we had 
to pack enough rir .thing in a suit-case for the next 
eight days. - ■ i 

In the aftfjnvHin we visited the Royal Bank, which 
i-\r-r\ 'ifjused in thiscity. The building is located 
-1 -i ;i'-'.;i]ij)ei]t corner in the business centre of the 
' it\ ,uk1 ha- ample accommodation for the already 
lir^'t- bu-iness with room for extension. In addition 
" -^li' main floor there is a high and well-aired 
liaM-mriit, where a number of the offices, the vaults 
.•-:id other arfe-.sorie8 to the Bank are located. Both 
hnffr- off v\'j| ventilated and probably as cool and 
' f)' i'(,-i,i'ni(' offices can be in this warm climate. 
\i loi.T o'clock Sir Herbert, Mr. Neill, Mr. Dcyer 
anri I [>aid an official visit to the Banco de la Nacic- 
/\rgentina and were received by Sig. Rafael Herrer.i 
W^y-^. iht Pr<--id('nt of the Bank, also Dr. rele>T) .'o 
L M.ii«'oA'i« e-lVesidcnt, and s<-vcral of the Director^, 
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viz.: Messrs. Enrique Santamarina; Leocadio F. Paz; Tuesday, 
Tomas E. de Estrada; Raul i\. Torrnet; Samue! Hale i7th Mar, 
Pearson ; who were mosi cordial in their reception. C'mimued 

We were shown the offices of the various superior 
officials, and then taken to the Board-room, where 
a further informal reception was held, after which 
we were invited to adjourn to an ante-room beau- 
tifully furnished, including a table set out with plates 
of sandwiches and numerous wine glasfst^i. \'ery 
soon the noise of the opening of champagne bottles 
announced the character of the f-nterlainmont. 
Nothing could have been mofe hospitable or cordial 
than the reception given us, and I hope Sir Herbert 
Solt, as President of the Royal Bank, and his General 
Manager were duly impressed and that similar 
receptions will be accorded to visitors in Canada. We 
were given a general view of the building, which was 
originally a large opera-house. This Bank, however, 
has' almost completed a new building, which thev 
propose to occupy shortly. 

This move, as the Directors explained to us, is a 
matter requiring a good deal of consideration, as 
the Bank carries on a \'ery large business whichv 
naturally, cannot be interrupted, antl it is proposed, 
IS soon as the new building is completed, to move 
he business in sections to the new premises, which 
ue situated quite close to the old ones. 

We measured the frontage of the new building 
and found it was over 200 feet , (he depth and height 
being in proportion, so that its size and character, 
which is of handsome design, can he. readily imagined. 

This Bank, as its name implies, does for the 
Argentine pretty much the same work, but not quite 
on the same lines, as the Federal Reser\'e Bank does 
for the United States. There are branches prac- 
1 willy in all towns large enough to demand banking 
|jc.lif!<'s throughout the entire Argentine, and it is 
ininker and financial agent of the Government 
in I his count rv. 
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Ttmia-y, \<. an indication of the creilit of the Argcniine at 
l/th Mnr. pix^sont, we were advised by the Rank that any 
Ccsifjrueri seciniries the Arsicntinc wishes to offer to foreign 
n-sarkk'is at from 0^ o^c ^'^ ^'?c were successfully 
handled at par. 

Th^t^ Bank appears lo ha\'e been very creditably 
and well mana^^ed which has, no doubt, contributed 
a great deal to the success of the Repubhc fn conserT- 
ing the currency on a siold basi^. 

The capital of the Bank, as represented by the 
surplus profits, at the end of 1924, was f!S3^018,- 
2o(),61 paper and $25,000,000 in g'old, making a total 
of nearly $200,000,000, with a reserve fund of over 

$80,000 ;(m 

This institution is go\-crned by a Board of twelve 
directors who are appointed by the Government for 
a term of three years, but eaeh year four directors 
retireor are reappointed for a further term. Judging 
by the gentlemen we met, representing the Board, it 
t^^s evident that the Government had selected them 
rather for their position and knowledge of business 
than from political consideration, which no doubt 
acooxmts for the very high standard the Bank has 
attained under their direction. 

Before leaving they expressed to us not only the 
pleasure they had in receiving Sir Herbert and those 
with him, but also the interest they took in Canadian 
affairs, and liofKxi we would become better acquainted 
and that trade between the Argentine and Canada 
iTOuld increase, at the Same time asstiring us of their 
utmost goodwill. 

Returning to the Koyal bank, we met the other 
raemh^rs of our part> , Mr. A. J. Brown, Mr. Duggan, 
Mr. iJ} nif-ni, Mr ."\k\\ ilhams and !Mr. Pineo, andat 
5 30 ll;i-' v, liolc party made an oflicidl visit, as pre- 
viously .in<u!ged, to the Council of the British 
Chfjrnbei of ronjrricnc. Iff-re we again met Major 
Ai'JJfll, ihe f'anadian Agent, and the i*resident 
of the Board, Mr A- G, Brudcn. There were also 
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g^Vefal Hfieftibers of the Council present, viz,: Messrs. Tuesday. 
Herbert Doming; Stuart Plowright; Andrew M. 17 ik Mar. 
Wilson; A. Stuart Turner; Harold B, Buxton; ' 
William Cameron Fatcrsoa; Howard Williams, CB.E. ; 
William C. Chirgwin, Secretary. 

Mr. Pruden welcomed Sir Herbert and his party, 
in a more or less formal address, to which Sir Herbert 
suitably replied. We then had a general eonwrsa- 
tion on trade matters with the Argentine, and found 
that the British Chamber of Commerce had been 
established for some years, and ^m& ioing a verv 
successful work. Many of the large exporting firms 
are British and have been operating in the Argentine 
for years, so that, naturally, their interests a#t mxk 
af to require an organization of this character. 
We were not a little surprised to see in the list of 
membership, which comprised about 300 firms, the 
names of a great many prominent English importers 
and exf)orters who do business not only in the 
Argentine and South America, but throughout the 
world. 

In a review of the economic conditions of the 
Argentine for the past year, we were told that the 
Executive presided over by Dr. Marcelo T. de Alvear 
had maintained in all respects the prestige with 
which he was received at the time of his election to 
the Presidency in October, 1922. 

During the year, the Government found it 
necessary to suspend one of their national laws which 
obliges the employer or wage payer to insure nearly 
5,yj'*'y .^"'^i'^idual engaged in production or commerce. 
1 he difficu ty of enforcing this law was that foreiai 
capitalists had invested great amounts in Argentina 
and they protested against this excessive tax. while 
the threat by the employees that if it was not 
carried out in its entirety they would enforce it bv 
stnke, brought about a condition of confusion whicli 
cornpelled the Government to temporarily suspend 
tins law, and in my opinion any extreme laws of 
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i hc.ii'.i}' this chaiactcr would bring about similar results m 
17)A Mar, any commcrrial conimunit\-. 

r^Hftsw,! flu- l\]^tonl> Revenues during 1924 increased 

by 23, (X){),000 pesos paper, and other sources of 
taxation also increased; the only decline being in the 
lax on liixur>- consumption, which showed a falling 
off of 12,000,1100 paper pesos. 

The foreign trade balance was in favour of the 
Argentine, and it was expected that the showing of 
the whole year would give an increase over the 
pre\-ious year of 230,000,000 pesos gold. The ex- 
piittis indtided il, -ifflMasn tons of grain and linseed, 
and as chilled meats and other cattle products are 
the principal commodities for export, this would 
fedicate that the Argentine is a serious competitor 
against Canada for foreign trade in food-stuffs. 

The value of the gold peso improved during the 
year 1924, 25%. so that at the end of December, 1924, 
it was I iiY.y at a di^ci )imt i if 5 or 6% . and we understood 
that at the time oi our visit it had practically reached 
fjaf. 

Last ytar the Argentine exported 9,200,000 ox 
hides, and. of course, a great number of other com- 
modities such as petroleum and wool might be 
added to this list. 

Concluding our visit to the British Chamber of 
Commerce, we retUTWed to the hotel, first making 
some purchases required in \-iew of the train journey 
the following day. Among other things suggested 
was a linen dust coat, but when we actually did get 
on the railway we found that the recciit rains and the 
fact that the railway is largel>' stone ballasted made 
this purchase quite unnecessary. 

IVfdri' iday Left Buenos Aires at 8.15 a.rn. by the Buenos 
M'jr Aire'- and Pacific Railway for Mendoza. 'dirough 
the jrood off-ires of -Mr. 1 'sher, th(r Cieneral Mana^er 
of the road, excellent accomnu^datioii had iicen 
secured, one coach containing a larj^e ^tare-njom mul 
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three smaller Hlee|)ing compartments, in addition lu WrtJveuhy 
observation and smoking room. This car was ^^'^h Mar. 
reserved for our party, but as we required further ' 
accommodation, it was secured in a forward coach 
having compartments similar to those in the special 
coach. 

The distance from Buenos Aires to Mendoza. our 
first stop, is 1,048 kilometres, or approximateh" 
650 statute miles. During the first hour or so we 
passed a number of interesting places throughout the 
suburbs of the city, one being the Orphans' Asylum, 
managed by the St. Vincent de Paul Association, 
which is a large aiid tppafently up-to-date, well- 
equipped and well-managed institution. 

We also saw, from the train, a large shooting 
range, owned and used principally by the members 
of the Italian colony, who are quite numerous in and 
about the city of Buenos Aires. We also passed the 
Campo de Mayo, a large military barracks and 
parade ground; then El Palomar,' which corres- 
ponds to the English Hurlingham near London, a 
resort for the many Englishmen who are attracted 
by the race course, golf links and other sporting 
features, which make this suburb verv popular with 
many people doing business in Buenos Aires. 

After about an hour's ride we began to clear the 
city, and then the suburbs, and get out to the campa. 
This territory, which we traversed for the rest of the 
day, is much of the same character as a good portion 
of our North-western provinces, being a fiat open 
prairie with a few small towns along the railway, and 
has been for many years a great grazing ground for 
cattle, there being a good growth of grass. There 
were herds of cattle everywhere, numbering any- 
where from a band of 50 up to 500 or more in oRe 
lot. It was also evident, even from such obser^^a- 
tion as could be niade in passing through this terri- 
tory, that tho herds included a number of imported 
pri;;e bu.i^, ail, naturally, of the beef cattk dass. 
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Wedtttsday mch as Shorthorns, Herefords, Polled Angus, and 
h^:th j/rtr. several other breeds; all the cattle feeing heavy and 
c-.«rii«Kf(j ^^^11 jtiourished. Naturally, the ad\'antage' that this 
country has over Canada is that there are no such 
climatic difficulties as entail the housing of the cattle 
during the winter, the temperature in a large part of 
the Argentine not going below 36° or 44° at the 
coldest periods in winter. This does not apply to 
the more southerly parts, but even there we under- 
stood that the grazing lands were very rich and 
that great numbers of cattle and sheep were being 
successfully taken care of. In fact, the more 
southerly part of the Argentine is regarded as the 
richest farming and grazing land in the whole country. 
The Argentine claims to have some 37 miUionhead 
of cattle and nearh' 45 million head of sheep, as well 
as large numbers of horses and hogs. 

We also saw in many of the fields, while passing 
on the train, large flocks of ostriches, as well as 
turkeys and other domestic fowl. In certain parts 
of the territory there were large bodies of open 
water similar to our sloughs in the north-west, and 
in these were large numbers of ducks, flamingoes, 
geese, gulls and other aquatic birds. 

The territorv^ through which the railway runs 
IS almost a flat plain, but is not the richest, the 
tetter pasturing land feeing situated farther south. 
The appearance of the cattle, however, although we 
were travelling through the country in the beginning 
of the fall when they had l>een through the hot 
weather, was very good, they apparently being all 
fit for the market. The packing plants in Buenos 
Aires handle several thousand head daily, as #eH' as 
a great number of hogs and sheej). 

Owing to their superior, or more temperate cli- 
matic conditions, it will be difficult for the Canadian 
farmer lo exf>ect any liigh prices for his chilled beef 
exfxjrtin competition with this great meat-producing 
country, and I would estimate that the carriage rates 
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from most parts of the Argentine to the markets in W'-'dne:-dij.y 
Europe would not be much more than they are from E-'th Mar. 
our North-west. We were told that in addition, to '■'■'•'■'<■ 
the water fowl we saW' — weather conditions favouring 
them — that on the campa were prairie partridges 
and other game in great abundance. 

AH day long we travelled throligh a similar 
country and tired of looking at the great herds of 
cattle everywhere. The fencing is of wire and many 
of the posts are steel, which, we ttftdef Stand, is almost 
as cheap as wood, owing to the scarcity of for«ti m 
this part of the world. Many of the estancia or 
farm-houses looked to be well and comfortably built 
with trees planted around the house and avenues far 
wind-breaks and shades similar to the lavout in our 
own Canadian western farms. Alfalfa appears to 
have been extensively cultivated, and we saw larg-e 
stacks of hay as well as silos for corn, this feed pre- 
sumably being kept for finishing the cattle or in event 
of there being, as there must be at certain times, a 
shortage in grass. 

At dark we were still travelling through prairie 
land, and as lar as we could judge we had not gone up 
any great elevation since leaving Buenos Aires. 

I u ^" of the window of the car at 6 a.m., Thmsdm. 

1 had my first view of the Andes, the sun, ^vhich was 
just rismg, stnkuig on the snow-peaks, a very fine 
sight. The apjjearance of the country here had 
changed entirely from that of the dav bt'fore and we 
realized from the difference in temperature that we 
were on a higher elevation, having as a matter of 
fact gone up over 2,000 feet. 

We reached Mendoza at 8 a.m., and at this point 
ransferred from the broad gauge line on whichwe 
iiaci been travelling since leaving Buenos \ire^ to i 
narrow gauge ujkmi which we were lo resume uuV 
journey over the Andes to the west coast. 

One ot the characteristics of the country in this 
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Ihhi-dii}. .ii>;nri ihe inietisivc cultivation of not only grapes 
iM Mm- but other fruits. There were erebarfs- of apples-, 
t-««f«.,srf i>ears and many tropical fruits all along the route, 
ai; ^^■eJl as a ntmibcr of field crops, the laud evidently 
heinp very fertile, the water being obtained by irriga- 
tion from the ri\-er Mendoza, a stream of con- 
siderable size coming from the melting snows in the 
mountauis, the rainfall in this dfetrfct being praeti-' 
cally nil. 

The city of Mendoza has streets lined with trees, 
as are tts plazas, and many? of the houses appear to 
be extensive with well-kept and luxuriant gardens 
wnth an abundance of flowering trees, palms, shrubs 
and othef plafitBi 

We had breakfasted on the train and transferred 
at Mendoza from the broad gauge, as I say above, to 
the narrow gauge, w'herc wx found good accommoda- 
tion on the train, including a chair car and diner. 

This road is equipped with a double-end locomo- 
iwp having driving power at each (md, the rear drivers 
connected with the cog which works on the steeper 
grades. Theie is a steel ratchet of 6" or 8" high 
laid between the rails which o{)erates in connection 
with the cog, thus controlling the train both in 
ascending and descending. 

The town of Mendoza is at the foot-hills of the 
Andes range, and almost immediately after leaving the 
railway station we found ourselves out in nearly a 
desert country, there being practically no vegetation. 
A fairly steep grade began from this jx^int, and 
although the right-of-way runs not very far from the 
river, the river is so far below the right-of-way and 
the plateau upon whi<"h v.-f wtn running as to make 
irrigation too exfx^nsi\-e U) be profitable- 
There are many tunnels and some switch-backs 
on the road going up through the mountains, and the 
engineering accomplishments are ciiute unique aiid 
reniark4if)le. We soon got into the bare hills ot the 
.'\nclen, where there is no vegetation of any Mad, 
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excepting in little pockets near a stream, or river 'Ihnf 
where irrigation is practicable. I'Mh 

The line follows the river for a considerable 
distance, giving some fine views of can\'ons and 
gulches throtigh this pass in the mountains. The 
face of the hills is absolutely bare. Afte-r 15 or 20 
miles we w-ere in amongst the hills, and Sir Herbert 
began to pick out the old trail C^amino de !os Andes, 
which he had used when crossing on mule-l)ark 35 
years ago. This old road passes through the Cumbre 
Pass 2,630 feet above the line of the railway, and 
nearly 13,500 feet above sea level. It is at this point 
that the famous bronze statue of the "Christus" is 
placed. The inscripri(jn on the statue translated 
reads as follows : 

"Sooner shall these mountains crumble into 
dust than the people of Argentine and Chile 
break the peace which they have sworn to main- 
tain at the feet of Christ the Re.deeinec." 

Notwithstanding this solemn pact it is hardly 
conceivable that an international dispute could ever 
lead these two nation! mk& wmr, as their interests do 
not conflict, and nature has planted a great natural 
barrier on the international twundary in the inh(.>spit- 
able range of the Andes. It would be impracticable 
for either nation to move a modern army wdth their 
equipment and supplies over this range, "except with 
the co-operation of the nations on both sides of these 
great desolate hiJls. What buildings we saw othftr 
than the raihvay stations, and there were not niany 
were most primitive, being mud, bamboo or adobe 
huts with straw roofs, but generally surrounded with 
no\\'ers and liow^ering hedges. 

From the appearance of the trail the description 
bu- Herbert gave of his trip and the difficultits 
ericountered on ,t xu-re not in any sense exaggerated. 

VVitn his engineers and two American sub- 
contractors he came to Chile in December to 
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Ikut'Jdv, tencier oti a railway- line the Chilean Government 
im Mar pro|;»sed to construct. After considerable negotia- 
cvt'^j tions they obtained a contract amounting to nearly 
40 million dollars, but later on the conditions im- 
posed b>- the Government made the contract un- 
desirable ajid tliey were obliged to abandon the 
enterprise. 

The party then started from Los Andes, Chile, 
across the mountains, to reach the railway at 
Mendoza in the Argentine, as this was the most 
direct and convenient method of getting home. 

ArrartgemcnTS were made with a contractor, who 
agreed, in addition to furnishing the required number 
of mules for the party? and their baggage, to supply 
additional mules and feed at the various stations 
where they expected to spend the night, so that they 
migilit have fresh animals properly fed during the 
entire journey. The start was made from Santa 
Rosa, a small town between Santiago and Los 
Afldes— the objective being Mendoza, a distance 
of nearh- 200 miles, practically the whole road being 
through the mountains in a desert country. They 
left the first week in March, 1890, and Sir HBrbert 
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completed his trip in rive days, rifling the sanu- nude Tt!!ir:.da\ 
all the \va\-, although other members of the party I'J^h Mm. 
took a cla\ or two longer, as tht: pace set was more ' 
than they could maintiiin. The hrst day they made 
an early start, had fairly easy going and made over 
30 miles. They then stopped for the nioht, exjiecting 
to find, as contraetcd for, fresh mules with an ample 
supply of feed, l)ut evidently the contractor was not 
honest and did not fulfil his contract; there were no 
mules or fee^, but they werfe toH both had been sent 
on and would probably be watting for them at the 
next stopping place the following night. The same 
story was repeated at each point where they spent 
the night, and if the contractor misunderstood his 
written contract and allowed tlie extra mules and 
supply of feed to beat the party across the mountains, 
Sir Herbert did not accept the same interpretation, 
as will be seeii later. 

Sleeping accommodation at these stopping points 
consisted of a shelter in which the traveller could 
make his own bed by rolling him.self up in a blanket. 
As this part of the cotintry seldom gets rain, the 
accommodation was, at least, dry and at times 
reasonably clean. On account of the limited accom- 
modation afTorded, Sir Merbert kept ahead in order 
to reach the stopping place as early as possible to 
.■^ecnre such accommodation as might be had. This 
led to a disagreement witli an Englishman who had 
joined them on the trail, who, after being disappointed 
on the lirst two nights— as Sir Herbert arrived first 
and secured the accommodation-— decided on the 
t<.)llowing night not to recognize the prior claim but 
to torce his way in to the reserved accommodation. 
This appeal to force being a game at which two can 
Sir Herbert cheerfully accepted the invitation, 
i ' an eviction in good style followed. Mt is onlv 
■.I'l u) add that, in his endeavour tu '^^^t^ jImh 
ommoflation, Sir Herbert was not kxiliing i''''v*i" 
iiuu^ell, as he was satisfied with, and accepted tHe 
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n!tr:i(it!r. same accomnKxIation as his English opponent, 
mh Msr. but. he thought that two of his contractor friends, 
cmMme4 i^Q^]^ intjch oldcT men, should have at least some pro- 
tecrton during the night. 

The trail, as we saw it, winds along the face of the 
hiJls, is quite narrow and only possible for goats and 
nuiles. At first Sir Herbert thought he would ease 
his mule on the steep gradw, by dfsmountiilg arid 
leading him, but this innovation was not appreciated 
hy the muJe, which started, as soon as Sir Herbert 
liad dlsfflwftted, t© ran mp the moirntain' and ©ff 
the trail, so that further progress was only made by 
keeping seated on his back. The eccentricity on the 
part of tfee iTi'iftte is ate exhfKted in anotfrer way 
by the llama, an animal much used for transporta- 
tion in Peru and many parts of the Andes, which will 
only tafce a foad of 86 fwunds. Under this ioad he 
win get up willingly and carry it, but if an additional 
one or two pounds is put on he absolutely refuses to 
move. This, I am a&sured, is an absalute fact, and is 
well recognized b}- aJI transportation experts who 
have to do with these animals. 

In many places the trail was not only steep going 
up but also coming down, and when one pictures a 
narrow trail with sharp turns, frequently at a point 
where there is a straight-away fall of several hundred 
feet, the sensation of being on a mule's back and 
coa'^ting down this steep slope is one that should 
satisfy any moving picture artist who has an appetite 
for thrills. 

-Mules traversing this trail frequently clid miss 
their step.-^, but they were considered v(-ry cheap in 
those dayfi, and I presume alhnvances were made for 
thin in the chargeb for transportation. 

Owing to the failure of the contractor in supplying 
fresh mules and huppVieb, h was necessar>' to pudi on 
as rapid] \ possible, and at one ]X)int, where there 
wafc a canyon Ix'tween two high hilb, Sir Herbert, 
who wiifi well in advance ol the re^t of the [jarty, 
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met three suspicious looking men and sensed trouble, 'i'hursday. 

After he had passed them he looked round anf! I'^-h- Mar. 

noticed that they had stopped, so made up his mind 

he had better prepare for action. On dismouniing 

from his mule he felt for his revolver, at the same 

time remembering that he had that morning put it 

in his pack. As he got l:x;hind his mule and made as 

though; he were preparing for action shoifld they 

advance towards him, they evidently sized u\i the 

situation and made up their minds he might l)e a good 

shot, mnA they were not prepared for a fight under 

these conditions, particularly as he was sheltered by 

the mule. The party, therefore, took him at his 

word and went on in the opposite direction and he 

was able to proceed without any further iroulile. 

His friend the Englishman, however, who was 

following about half an hour later, was n@t m 

fortunate, as he was held up, i)resumably by the same 

gang, who took his money and all \aluables away 

from him. It would look as though this trax eller did 

not have a ver\- entertaining or profitable trip. 

When the Cunibre Pass was reached at nearly 
13,700 feet up, the highest point on the trailj 
surrounded by peaks 5,000 feet higher, an interesting 
phenomenon was observ'ed. Some four or five hours 
after sunrise, for several hours, there is a hurricane 
of wind blowing through this Pass, making it unsafe 
to travel, as the force is sufficient to blow a man and 
his mule ofT the trail into the canyon below, and the 
traveller is forced to take shelter in the very sub- 
stantially built concrete huts locatetl along this 
part of the trail. This phenomenon after sunrise is 
caused by the heating and expansion of the air on 
the east side which is forced against the mountains 
and drawn through the I'ass to ixiints where the air 
is cooler, as to a vacuum, which causes this tremen- 
dous lorce ot wind tor a short tin)e. 

Sir Herberi finally reached Mendoza, but did not 
go into detail as to the settlement he made with his 
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Tktasaay. contractor who had failed to furnish fresh mules and 
mh Mar. fodder. 

c«f«iif^ From Mendoza he had a stage trip of some 30 or 

40 m:les ro the then terminus of the railway, although 
the rails had hieen laid to Mendoza. A stage with 
four niult^-^ wat airans;eil for and Sir Herl:)ert expected 
to leave the next morning from the other side of the 
nver. Later in the evening, after the contTact had 
l-et-'H ni..u!e. the contractor came back and informed 
hiin that there was difticult}? in securing good mules, 
and double the price \fouId havfe to be paid as he 
could r.i'- . .irr\ iiut his furmer contract. 

i\ppreciating the methods of the Chilean con- 
tractor, Sir Herbert made up his mind he would 
Mve to find some othrr nK4hod of transportation, 
anfl. fortunately meeting the chief engineer of con- 
struction on the railway, this gentleman, on hearing 
the condition, courteously arranged to take him to 
that part of the railway then under operation on one 
of his construction trains, and Sir Herbert had the 
satisfaction — ^when he went over in the morning — of 
telling the contractor, who was ready with his coach 
and mules, that he had no further use for him. 

The methods of the Chilean contractors may be 
crude, but I think the principles which govern their 
bi^siness dealings are not entirely' unknown nearer 
Jionie. Naturaliy, the mule Sir Herbert had ridden 
for six days, at over 40 miles a day, w%as all in on 
arrival from the rough going and very little feed. It 
was extremely creditable to his kind that lie was able 
to accomijSish this, and it was pleasing to learn that 
after being turned on to ^uorl grass for a week or two 
he would be ready for another similar trip. 

Th-^ Kf'n«"r>- for most ni the day was grand, l)ut 
the barrf'13 hilk become nioriotoiious and L'lck 
variety,, About IJO p.m. we reachc^d the sumn-iit 
near the boundary l)etween Chile and Argentina, 
At this pijint the train goe^ thnmgh .uini< 1 10,384 
'>et Ivm and at an altitude of 10,778 feet above sea 
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level. At 3 p.m. we reached Puenia del loca, Thursdayr 
where there was a large hotel, to which visitors arc 19th Mar. 
attracted not only by the high altitude and rarefied c>A'*«a«£ 
air, but by the natural warm mineral baths famous 
for their curative propertir's for rheumatism and 
other physical ailments. At this point there is also 
a famous natural bridge of rock spanning the Mendoza 
river, the fep about 100 feet above the level of the 
stream. The bridge itself is about 15 feet thick in 
the centre or shallow part, making an arch of rock, and 
gives a very sufestenilal roadway spanning the stream 
about 150 feet and 40 or 50 feet wide, evidently formed 
by the action of the river. Close to Puenta del Inca 
can be seen the ix>ak of Aconcagua, the highest 
mountain in the Western Hemisphere, being about 
22,800 feet high. 

The returning President of Chile — ^Alessandri — 
whose train was following ours, was to spend the 
night here, going on next morning, so as to time his 
arrival at Santiago for the afternoon. 

From here ViC v.ere on Chilean territory and 
began to make a rapid descent, down some very steep 
grades where both the brakes and supplementarv' 
cogs were applied to regulate the speed of the 
train. There were, as on the Argentina side, a great 
many extensive tunnels, rock-cuttings, and in many 
places the right-of-way was cut out of the rock on 
the face of the hill. We had many fine views, and 
generally at either end of a tunnel could look down 
the canyons for a very considerable distant:^. After 
these heavy grades had been travcrseti antl we reached 
the lower level we passed througli some fine agricul- 
tural and grazing countjy, Avhich, although practi- 
cally rainless, is supplied with the nt^cessar>- water 
Ihrotigh the streams running down from the glaciers 
in the mountains back of it. 

We reached Los Andes, a juaclion iK)int, ,it 7.20 
p.m. Some ■ .f our fellow- pa -ssengers changed hei .• 
for .Saiitia^o, afiei- a wait of over an hour to make 
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I" ! ii^. thi. i.oauc<,tiou, aui.1 the train we had been iravelHug 
l»th Vitr oil proceeded to X'alparaiso. Those who went through 
cwf^T Saiitiat^D reached their destination about midnight. 

We found a comfortable ht)tcl, althotigh in cquip- 
nieiit second class, at Los Andes owned by the 
railway company, but as it was clean, the food and 
beds toth good, we found the accommodation \-ery 
satisfactory after thirty-six hours of railroad travel. 

Los Andes has a population of about 10,000 and 
is the centre of the agricultural and vine-growing 
#i!irict of the province of Aconcagua. Wt did not 
see much of the town, as after dinner it became dark 
and we left early next morning. It seemed, however, 
a smart enough town as Chilean towns go, the streets 
Mmg fairly good and well kept., 

Frida-y, We Irft Los Andes at 8.15 a.m. and arri-redM 

zmA Ma''. Santiago at noon. Here we found good accommo- 
dation at the Savoy Hotel, the rooms clean, the meals 
and dining-roona service good and at most reasonable 
prices. The afternoon was devoted to seeing the 
reception of President Alessandri, as a civic holiday 
had been declared and there wa. nothing doing so far 
as the stores or public buildings were concerned. 
Our party was divided, Mr. Neill and I taking a 
Ford taxi. After looking things over we fmally 
Ir.i at'rl in front of the British legation, facmg the 
\laineda or road where the President's processton 
was to pass. The streets were crowded witli ])co[:>le 
and rno^or cars, and it was evidently intended to give 
the Presiflent a first-class welcome. The Alameda 
up which the procession was to pass from tlie radway 
sTatirjft to the Palace is a driveway about half a nnk; 
or nif re long, bordered with trees on each side 
making a v*-rv credital^le showing, i)articLilarly m a 
drv vuuntvv like Chile. We reached our location at 
3. 45> but had to wait until 4.30 before the President 
arrived. There was plenty to interest us, liowevei , 
in tke ioterval, as in addition to the crowti, wlucti 
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seemed io grow larger all the time, there were a l-nday. 
number of military and several labour union sf rifric« -Wi Mrr. 
- the latter carrying banner- ,'jnd flag-, and L-en' raJIy 
headed by a band — assembling to go down to the 
station and j'oin the pi*oce«?pion. The rrowd \va' 
w ell behaved and the police apix'ared to ha\-e eontrfj). 
as we did not see any sign of rough or unseemly 
\^mm&m, and although there were a great many 
people they were all very good-natured. As we ke|)t 
getting in and out of our taxi to make sure of a good 
\dew of the procession when it arrived, we found 
ourselves, when on foot, amongst a very considerable 
crowd. In addition to two amounts of American 
money which T had in different potrfcetS, 1 had some 
.sot) or 600 (dnlean pesos in the side pocket of my 
trousers, and in protecting the American money, which 
was of more value, I mtrst have been somtew%at 
careless with the Chilean, as later on, after the 
])rocession had passed us and I insisted upon paying 
the taxi, I found I had no money to pay it w^ith. I 
did not consider this was any great fault of the 
citizens of Santiago as I should not have carried money 
in this careless wa\' considering the crowd ^^■e were in'. 

The President's procession finally arrived, first a 
group of Mounted Police who cleared the crowd 
lining both sides of the road, several deep. Then 
came a trooj) of cavalry, then carriages with officials, 
ambas,sadors and others, then the President's carriage 
drawn by six beautifully matched greys, driven by 
postilions, witli two men in uniform on the rear box 
of the carriage, which was much like the old stvle 
double carriage used in England. After the President 
followed more c\n alr>', then the tremendous crowd 
( heenng and shuuling, which concludetl the -.how. 

\ nimiber of grand stands had bet^n erect etl at 
ceitam locations along the road the procession was 
to pass, and as .some .sixiions of ihe^o Mund--, which 
were not \c\-y sul-)Stantialiy built, began to give way. 
this naturally added to the noise and excitement 
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while waiting for the Presidejit, but as far as we 
couM learn no one was set^misly hurt and no harm 

was done. 

In the ^.•^cnini: a^o dined at the restaurant Sant- 
iago near our hotel and had an €!e€*;ptionalIy good 
meal, one of the feature dishes being large broiled 
lobsters, which, we were told, came from Robinson 
Crusoe's Island, or Juan Fernande*, ii«t IffiW^lttiles 
€0 the coast of Chile. 

Saturday, As most of the memb»» of our party were 
21st Mar. occupied in looking over the present banking facili- 
ties in Santiago, and considering the possibilities 
>©f adding to them by introducing the fayal Bank 
to this country, I took a taxi and dro^e up the hill 
known as the Park St. Lucia, situated about the 
centre of the cit\^ and with an elevation of 200 or 
3<X) feet. It is laid out as a park with flowers, 
trees, and flowering shrubs, while near the top, 
where a fine view of the city is obtained, is a res- 
taurant and open dancing place, both very popular 
at night, well lighted and with a band two or three 
tim^ a wmhi. 'TtmM is also a theatre where enter- 
tainments are given. At the highest point is a 
chape], and. throughout the park there are many 
religious and other statues. I then drove through 
the residential section and saw many fine houses, 
most of them having well-kept and luxuriant gardens. 
The roads threBtfhoat th« city are largely new and 
of asphalt. 

The next place of interest was the race track, 
which is, if anything, more elaborate than the om- 
at Buenos Aires, The courst^ which must cover 
at least 100 acres, is completely enclosed by a con- 
crete wail about 12 feet high, with^handsoi.- -nia- 
menta! iron gates at intervals. The grand - lands 
are of steel and concrete, very spacious and of 
first-dass construction in every way. Tlv.- r'-idrlock, 
sfcaMes, bpttirig places and all other outbuikiuigs 
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connected with a racing- establishment are al'^f^ Saiurday, 
of concrete. There arc three tracks, one grass -isi Mar. 
track and two earth tracks. The lawns in front of ' 
the three grand stands are laid out with flower 
beds, and the walks and roadways throughout the 
grounds are bordered with beds of flowers. The 
centre of the field fe a welUcept grass lawn, and as 
the stands face towards the mountain, with the city 
of Santiago lying between them and the hills, the 
outlook from the track is most picturescjue, far 
surpassing in beauty and attractiveness the track 
at Buenos Aires. 

After fanch we went %y tax! to tlie paracte- 
ground to see the military review in connection 
with the reception to the President Aiessandri. 
This parade ground is located in the park and m 
quite interesting, but the country being rainless, 
watering carts had spririkled it all morning — I 
noticed them on my \'isit to the race track^ — but 
did not accomplish much except to make it a little 
b(;tter. We nKinaged to get a good loc-ation, but 
Mr. McWilliams and Mr. Dyment, who had started 
earlier and secured a front position, hailed us and 
were good enough to give us accommodation in 
their motor. 

There were about 5,000 troops, representing all 
branches of the service, and we were told that before 
our arrival a compan\- of Briri'^h tars from the cruiser 
"Constance," then in Valparaiso, had come up with 
their ofiicers to pay theii respects to the President, 
and, although they did not take part in this review, 
were located somewhere about the grounds as 
spei iaturi.. The march-past was led by the cadets 
from the Navai College and a number of sailors 
{vow the ships; after them the cadets from the 
Ml.,' <iry Academy and a number of infantry regi- 
uient.c;, ..ach battalion halting in front of the Presi- 
dent's sland, where lie cither adthmsed them or 
recei\^() from tlu'in the Oath of Allegiance. Then 
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S^MfsMy, followe<l horse artillery, aninniiiilioii train, tele- 
iMMar. graph and medkaJ ser\-icc, then niorc artinp-i-y 
c^miim-^j drawna by motors, tank batteries and a number of 
other sei"\" ices. These \\-ere again followed by several 
trt>ops of lancers, who ]xihS(>d us at the gallop and 
nunle a ver\- hnc bhowing, the Chilean being famous 
as a horseman. 

W'Tien one of these troojis was |«gsiHf , th€ horse 
of a trooper bolted out of line and ran A\-i]d. The 
rider did his part most creditably, holding on to 
his lance and eiideavoTirlrtf to keep the horse from 
running through the crowd, l)ut he finally broke 
into it on the far side of the held from where we 
were, and we saw the police carry a 3fOiing girl to 
the ambulance, which had been immediately sum- 
moned, but did not learn the extent of her injuries. 

This was the o«fy tmfortmrate incfdeitt in a wry 
successful re\'iew. 

The Chilean Navy w^as organized and commanded 
in 1817 by Admiral Cochrane, whose family name 
is connected with Canada through Lord Dundonald, 
once Commander-in-Chief of the Canadian Forces, 
one of the heroes in the relief of Khartoum and Lady- 
smith, a grand-nephew of the Admiral. 

The Admiral's career was an interesting and 
romantic one. He was Tiiomas Cochrane, tenth 
Ear! of Dundonald, born on the 14th Deceml)er, 1775. 
His life may fairly be described as checkered, but 
without a dull moment. Entered for both the 
infantry and the navy while still a boy, he chose the 
latter and went to sea on his uncle's ship the " Hind " 
in 179.3. In 180(> he commanded the "Speedy," a 
small vess'.'l with which he captured the Sjjanish 
frigate "El Camo" (32) on the 6th May, 1801, " y. 
feat of unparalleled audacity." h'rom this ti iC 
1814 he rose in rank, became a radi(';,il MemlK". of 
t he House of CommoMs, denounced ( he iia\ al a bus* 
ajid was led into a flutter on the Sloi i: j ..xt n.uiji,c i ' 
which his uncle ancLuthers were the chief sjjcculators. 
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This unfortunately involved them all in a charge ot Sahtrday, 
fraud, which was tried before Lord FLllenborough and iJstMar. 
resulted in a judgment of guilty. The Admiral was 
expelled from Parliament and the Order of the Bath, 
1)11 1 popular sympathy evidently accepted his protest 
of innocence and he was immediately re-elected for 
Westminster. Hft had, however, to serve one year's 
imprisonment, but, after escaping and being recap- 
tured, he regained his hberty in 1815 on payment of 
a fine of £1,000 to which he had been sentenced. 

In 1817 the Chileans were in revolt against Spain 
and the Admiral accepted an invitation to take 
command of their na'val forces, remaining until 1822 
and contributing largely to their success. From 
1823 to 1825 he helped to establish Dom Pedro L in 
Brazil; from 1825 to 1828 h« was fighting with the 
Greeks against the Turks, and in the latter year 
returned to England. He was restored to the Navy 
in 1832 and to his place on the Order of the Bath in 
1847. In 1848 he was appointed to the command 
of the North American and West Indies station, which 
he retained until 1851. He inherited a taste for 
scientific invention from his father and in his leisure 
moments took out various patents. As early as 1843 
he was an advocate of the employment of steam and 
the screw propeller in war-ships. He died in London, 
30th of October, 1860, and was buried in Westminster 
Abbey. 

Since this time the Chilean Navy has been trained 
and frequently officered by Britishers. The uniforms 
and even, I believe, the words of command are 
English, while fit the Naval Academy and elsewhere 
are: -many statues to the heroes of the Revolution, 
ii.'chidmg English and Irish heroes, soldiers of fortune 
\r''b -Vidently found fighting for the welfare and 
ini.'. ntlence of Chile to their liking. 

Althc)ugh the Navy adopts British uniforms and 
mt-thods, the Army up to date has followed the 
Germans both in uniforms and methods of drill but 
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we were informed that it was under consideration 
to change this by adopting British methods and 
uniforms in both branches of the service so soon as 
the Government could see their way to buy new 
outfits for the Array. 

Chile has a compulsory service, every man being 
obliged to ser\-ea short term of a year or 'two in either 
the Army or Nav>% and I am of opinion that this 
system has been beneficial to their physique. Aii 
citizens are obhged to join the Army as privates, 
unless they have obtained their commission threiifh 
training in military schools. Men of position who do 
not wish to pursue a military career, and yet, if called 
on for service, desire to rank as officers, are allowed 
to join on the understanding that they will be 
promoted to non-commissioned officers just as soon 
as they pass the necessary examinations. Btfi^ftf 
their term of obligatorv' service they can qualify for 
commissions, so that in event of being called for 
active service tfey mmM v&ik m oftce* 8 and not as 
privates. This method of especially qualifying 
officers does not entail much if any additional 
-^rvice, liie whole purpose being to obtain the right 
to serve as an officer rather than as a pri\-ate in the 
event of there being; any mobilization after the 
iGompulsorv' teriw df service. 

In the e\'ening v,'e had tickets for a prize fight — 
boxing being now jxjpular with the Chileans — but as 
the auditorium where the fight was to take place was 
in a neighbourhood not too in\'iting, and there were 
tales of holdups and e\en murders, we decided to 
<iirrifkx' our ring scats rather than take an}- chances 
ij>- ^oing down to a neighbourhood of thi."; kind at 
night. 



Sunday. Weather still very warm. Sir Herbert. Mr. Neil!, 

22nd Mar. Mr. Duggan and I started for a walk, gcnng up first 
to the Park St. Lucia, and after spentling some rime 
admiring the view, were returning fiown the hill 
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when we were met by a representative of Grace & -yunday, 

Co., one of the largest trading firms In South America, 22nd Mar. 

who had called at the hotel to invite us for a drive. ' 

As the motor was small Mr. Duggan and I continued 

our walk. Sir Herbert and Mr. Neill went for the 

drive, which they said was a most entertaining and 

enjoyable one. Mr. Duggan and I visited the 

market and other parts of the town we had not seen, 

but on a warm morning the market in the hot sun 

did not look very inviting, although probably we 

were a little late in the day to see it at its best. 

Although the Chileans are practically all Roman 
Catholics, they do not appear to be great church- 
goers, and those who do go to church are principally 
the women. Many of the shops were mfmm Iftr 
business Sunday morning, although they generally 
closed for the day at 11 a.m., and on Sunday afternoon 
there appears to be more or less a general holiday, 
while in the evening the parks are filled with peopk 
enjoying themselves. 

On Sunday morning, before leaving the hotel, 
met Mr. Wm. Finley with his wife and daughter, who 
had reached Santiago from Valparaiso late the night 
before. They were takiag pracifcaily the same t&m 
as ourselves, but in the reverse way, ha\-ing come 
down by the West Coast. I was glad to get some 
nefe from home from Mrs. Finley, who had left 
Montreal nearly three weeks later than we had, and 
this was the first news of any account we received 
since lea\'ing Montreal. 

W'e LUiderstand that the disagreement between 
iVesident Aiessandri and his Parliament, which led 
to his temporary absence from this countrj-, was 
largeK- due to his advanced ideas and legi.slation in 
connection with labour, which made the em})loyer 
rmsponsible for pensions to his employees m\d also 
caN'c employees a number of pri\-ileges antl benefits 
which, if carried out, may considerably upset the 
economic condition of the country and mil certainly 
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Suftd&y, have the effect of discouraging the investment of 
22nd .Mar. foreign capital. Another proposed law wirich we 
cartMKrf were told was favoured by the F'resident decrees the 
^paration of the Church from the State. Up to 
date the Church has had Ijonsiderable poHtical 
influence in Chile, and apparently Alcsf-andn" has 
the idea that the Churchmen should not interfere 
with the Ci\'ic 6# Ffe^eml Gov^ernments. 

Sunday afternoon and evening were spent quieth'. 
We had an enjoyable dinner at the Restaurant Sant- 
iago, where Sir Herbert had as guests, in addition 
to our?^eh cs, Mr. and Mrs. StraAvn, of Chicag^o, and 
their party. 

Mmday, Left Santiago at 8,15 a.m., arriving at \'idparaiso 

23rd Mar. at 11,30 a.m. after a pleasant though warm ride 
through a very fertile country, except where the 
road went through certain foot-hills which are arid, 
as are practically all the Andes hills. Through the 
vallevs of these foot-hills there were fields of corn^ 
alfalfa, v;heat, oats, and extensive pastures, where 
many well-fed cattle and horses were grazing. 
On the lower slopes of the hills were many varieties 
of fruits, mangoes, melons, pears, nectarines, peaclie.s. 
Bgs, oranges, lemons, pineapples, alligator pears, 
plums, apricots, and a variety of luscious grape.-. 
Bitekets containing all kinds of fruit were offered for 
sale at low prices at all railway stations. 

At Valparaiso we found comfortable quarters; at 
the Hotel Astur. This city has nearly 200,000 
fKople and is, apparently, a very pleasant place ^ to 
live in, having an annual mean temperature of 59^"'^". 
ivjth an extreme of cold of WF. and 88°F. of heat, 

The harbour on which the city fronts is backed 
by a circle of bills with snow-capped peaks, part of 
the Cordillera. The town itself consists of an upper 
and lower section, th<: slope fjetwceii the two being 
terraced and cow-n-d in many places,^ wherever 
building i& {X)ssible, w uh picturesque ^wMms, The 
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buildings until quite recently were all low and more or Monday^ 
Jess poof in chararf-er, this nty having- been visited 23rd Mar. 
by several earthc]uakes and tidal wav-. whirb did 
great damage. The town was almost destroyed by 
fife in 1858. The upper and lower towns are con- 
nected by a series of incline railways or elevators 
which run up the face of the cliff — about ten of 
twelve altogether — situated along the main streets 
of the lower town. In construction these incline 
railways are very similar to the one used in Quebec 
City. 

The upper section of the town is largely pesidential 
and much more modern than the lower part. The 
lower section, however, is 'being rapidly improved, 
streets widened and straightened and new and better ' 
class of building put up. The buildings on the side _ 
hills are generally surrounded by near flowered ^ 
gardens and frequently climbing roses cover the side 
of- the cliff, making it picturesque and attractive. 
One of the household conveniences on the side hills 
appears to be hen-coops, as it is the custom here, as 
iR^^Gther parts of tropical South America, to cook the 
"fiSwI inuiiediately after killing it, and the house- 
keepers at Valparaiso, instead of keeping a supply of 
chickens in the refrigerator, keep the live fowls on 
hand for cases of emergency. As my room at the 
hotel faced a number of these houses, there was a 
tremendous noise from these fowls about sunrise. 

A fine crescent-shaped bay forms the harbour, 
which is being rapidly improved. New and modern 
piers have already been built, and the roadway along 
the sea-shore at one end of the harbour, where it was 
comparatively narrow, hm teei\ widened. The 
rock hills are cut in order to accomplish this, and all 
tlie matrriai taken Iruui the hdls is thrown into the 
sea to protect the roatiway. The citizens of Val- 
parai«io are thu-^ niakini: .i line roadway, which, no 
doubt, in a leu \ cirswill be <*n«* of the attractions of 
the port and nty» r(tn- ■ . ; . 
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Mmimy, There is under construction a large brealcwater, of 
2Jrd Mai\ which 300 or 400 feet are ah-eady built and which, we 
cot.>.™«' understand, is to be extended out to about 1,200 or 
1,5(K) feet, and when completed wttl make the 
harbour of ^'alparaiso fairly well protected. There 
were a number of ships in the harbour, including 
Chilean battleships, three cruisers and a small naval 
craft, besides the British cruiser "Constance," which 
had come down, as Ix^fore stated, to pay the respects 
oi the British Nation to the returned President. 
There were, of course, a number of mercantile 
steamers as well as several sailing craft. 

The view of the harbour from the upper part Of 
the town is picturesque and interesting. 

In connection with the harbour iraj^rovements, 
seven large three-storey warehouses of reinforced 
concrete have been built for examining warehouses, 
where goods in course of transit can be stored. 

The weather was cool and mostly cloudy, and an 
idea of the appearance of the land can be had when 
it is realized that there has been no rain in this 
legality for over eighteen months. 

In Icoking over the town, a gentleman to whom 
we had been introduced by Mr. W. C. Finley, a 
Chilean, drove me through one of their city parks, 
which he was efttite prmii of. Although there were 
a certain number of pines and a few other trees, 
they looked very dusty and shopworn, while the 
grounds behind and the open spaces, used for play- 
grounds and athletics, were bare of grass or other 
green growth. My friend was quite enthusiastic at 
the appearance of the few greeti trees they had, and, 
of course, it was only natural that I should agree 
with him that it was a very beautiful spot; in spite 
of the fact that the next property adjoining the park 
wa;sadeep gully evidently used as a dumping ground 
for rubbish and did not look altogether harmoniou.-.. 

This condition of the public park made the gar- 
dens about the private residences, where a water 
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supply was obtainable for irrigation, look all the Mmdfij, 
better, and there were some really very handsome - '^rd Mar. 
and well-kept gardens. 

We visited the Naval Academy and saw in the 
Museum a great many trophies of the victories 
of the Chilean Navy as well as a number of old arms 
and guns. The cadets we saw exercising were a 
very good-looking and apparently well-trained lot. 

In the evmiTig we had invitations to the Val- 
paftisb Otfb, wfjifch is sflttated quite close to our 
hotel, and were told we would find there, if we wished, 
a good Casino, where those who so desired might 
try their luck, but only some of our party visited 
the Club, and dSd i»t find it partical^lf itttf^Art. 

_ Mr. Duggan and I invited two young ladies, Tuesday, 
Miss Strawn, of Chicago, and Miss Norton, of New 24t% Mar, 
York, to motor with us and sec something more of 
the city of Valparaiso, particularly the suburb of 
Vina Del Mar, the prindpal residential pairtj 1 miles 
from the city proper, with which it is connected 
both by trolley and bus line. The motor road runs 
!*along the sea-shore, and is a very entertaining antf 
interesting one as there are buildings and private resi- 
dences practically all the way. This suburb has a 
population of between 35,000 and 40,(X)0; its social 
season is the summer months, when a number of 
wealthy and distinguished visitors from Santiago 
as well as those living in Valparaiso occupy luxurious 
villas. There is an exclusive and elalx>rate club- 
house with a race-course near it, and some fine hotels, 
a sea promenade with good surf bathing, making 
this one of the principal and most attractive summer 
resorts on the West C,:oast of South America. The 
race track is not so large as those of Buent^ Aires 
or Santiago, hut is very picturesque, ha\-ing more 
llural decorations than either of the other tracks. 
Two of our [):u iy, Mr. McWilliams and Mr. Dyment, 
had left Santiago on Sunday morning ahead of the 
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Taesmiv.. rest of the party. arri\-ing in \'al]:)araiso at noon, 
24ih Jfer. and had attent{e<l the races on Sunday afternoon, 
coasi^sfrf They told us that they had not, for a long time, 
seen stich a well-dressed and attracti\'e looking 
crowd — particularly in the Members' Inclosure— as 
rhe^■ on Sunday afternoon at the track at Vina 
Del Mar. 

Valparaiso has aiasrofciefabte Eteglfeh pc^utetftyn, 
and the local traditions and customs are so influenced 
by the English people that at the race track all the 
latest London stytes of ^ress, feth 'f»r rmn and 
women, were much in evidence. They reported 
the racing as good and altogether the meeting a ver^ 
creditable ome, aarf as Ae wesAer here is m-olmw 
and more temperate than either at Santiago or 
Buenos Aires, they thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

At the Athletic Club, in addition to tbe dtib-house, 
there are tennis courts, bowling alley, swimming pool, 
shower baths, and all the other attractions of a high- 
class club. 

On our return we drove about the principal 
parts of the city and did some shopping preparatory 
to our departure on the ship the following day. 

Wednesday We left our hotel about 11 a.m. and went aboard 
S5ih Mar. the "Essequibo," which was to sail, and did sail at 
12.30 to-day. The weather was again fine, pleasantly 
- cfK)! and bright. 

Before leaving we had a visit from Mr. Eastman, 
who represents the firm of Price Brothers of Queljec; 
in Chile, and to whom Mr. Arthur Price had been 
good enough to give me a letter of introduction. Mr. 
Eastman is connected by marriage with the Price 
family, and gave us an interesting history of this 
well-known Canadian fantily. The original r.;enilier 
of the Price family, David, came to Canada to in.', 
masts for the l^ritish Admiralty''- --liip-, afterA\aiu-' 
}je<orriing interested in the IuuiIai ti,td< , Iwo ot4T,--P 
briitecs-went to South America. Mr. Eastjnan 
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had a number of photographs of the three brothers Wednesday 

who came out to America- one Roing; to Quelrjec and ^5ih Mar. 

taking up the lumber f>usincsfi, another to Brazil, (■""■""''^■^ 
and the third to Chile, where he became interested 
in mining enterprises. This third brother, whose 
name was Henry, was married in Chile to an 
English lady whom he m«t sfjortly after his arrival. 
The late Sir William and his two brothers, Harry and 
Arthur, were their children, all born in Chile. Later 
on, Mr. Henry Prfee reraored with family to 
Quebec, where he joined his brother, the late Hon. 
Senator David Price, in organizing the firm of Price 
ftfothers, whos# ^JxtMsff & fttinber' operaficms are m 
well known. It would appear that the brother who 
went to Brazil accumulated a large fortune, which he 
left to his brothers in Quebec. At stbout the time 
of his death the Canadian lumber industry was in 
a not too prosperous condition, suffering one of 
those slumps whfch occtrr fa all gr€at industries 
from time to time, but with the aid of this inheritance 
the Quebec firm was able not only to pass succes,s- 
fully through this period of hard times, but to estS^- 
Hsh the business in a way that has made the family 
prominent in all large financial dealings in Cajiada. 

On board the "Esscquibo," going up the West TkursMy, 
Coast, which is uninteresting, consisting in a range ^6A Mar. 
of low, barren hills banked up by other higher hills, 
which, in turn, lead to the great peaks of the Andes 
still farther back. 

We arrived at the port of Anlofagasta at 7 a.m. /-Vt",/d_v, 
Aniofaga.sta is the capital city of the prcnince ol j/f.-r. 
the same nanu' and is, approximately. 640 niiie-- 
noitli ,4 Valparaiso, This city is connected by 
iitxivva^' with Santiago and claims a population of 
50,000. _ It is said to be one of ihc; cleanest and In-st- 
kei c cities in Chile. Our (observation confirmed this, 
and the cit) authorilics appear to live up to their 
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Friim-, wpotation, w tlw strepte^ are well kept, well pawd 
ifth Jfffif- and very clean. The present IN'Iayor of Antofagasta 
continKifi in office for 19 years and is likely to remain 

as long as he is willinf f© imdertake his civic duties, 
as he is personally and p^rimarily responsible for 
the good roads and the cleanliness of the city. We 
were twM tliat when he first tmk the office of Chief 
L Magistrate the city was in a disgracefully dirty 

condition, the roads badly kept, and altogether 
Atftefagasta was a filthy place. The fmproveTOBnts 
made through his efforts to keep the city clean and 
bright are so fully appreciated by the citizens that 
they- are willing to retain him in office just as long as 
he wishes to stay. This example might, with profit, 
be taken to heart by some of the chief magistrates 
of our Canadian cities, and if they would apply 
them^lves to useful work of this character the citi- 
zens would, no doubt, be appreciative, and their 
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term of oflRee becoffle mon pefmanent than at presen t Fnday, 
or than they can hope to make it by other method-.. ''Taf 

There are some fine public gardens, very well 
kept, the principal one about half a mile fong nm- 
ning as a sort of boulevard through the parada or 
wide street in the town and containing a great variety 
of flowering shrubs and plants, all grown, of course, 
by irrigation. The water supply for the city comes 
from San Pedro, 190 miles away, at which point 
there is a large reservoir located t\mAf 1§,00iy feet 
above the level of the city. 

This town is one of the important mining centres 
in South America, and our ship — which anchored out 
in the harbour and took its cargo from lighters, 
brought alongside — loaded, amongst other freight, 
1,000 tons of pure copper in bars or pigs weighing 
200 pounds each. 

From Antofagasta the railway runs to Calama, 
attaining an altitude of 7,400 feet, where the Chile 
Exploration Company is located, said to be one of 
the largest copper-producing companies in the world. 
One of the peculiar condftfons of this copper pro- 
duction is that the mines are of very low grade ore, 
running from 2% to 4%, but as the ore is surface- 
mined, easily worked and in great quantities, the 
Company is able to make a profitable return ori 
account of the large volume of ore handled daily. 

The railway line from Antofagasta operates h\ 
through trains to Bolivia, attaining an altitude of 
13,000 feet and connt'cting this city with the 
historical town of La Ta^. 

There are several hue drives along the sea-shore, 
and also a very \xv\\ arranged and extensive batliing 
l^f-ach organi?ed and run by the municipality. The 
harbour was filletl with bird Ufe, thousands of 
gulls, pelicmis, cormorants and various kinds of 
sea-duck^, and !iere\-ei- the shore extended out 
in ?' a\ky i>oint or where there was a small islet 
the r-ocks appeared to be swarming with birds. 
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F'u'ay. aljjo >a\\ u nunil)er of seals ami other sea mani- 

£?ih Mar. mats swimminq aVx)n(. the harbour, both the birds 
costf«#,j.f ^j^f^ tlig seals being: f)rotectcd by game laws. 

This jjreat bird life is unquestionably attracted 
b^' the plentiful supph- of fish in the ocean, due to 
the cold Humboldt current on this coast, and we 
obser%^ed large flocks of birds evidently following 
«li«ia.te of isb. They would dive into the sea and 
bring out fish, much to the amusement and instruc- 
tion of the passengers. 

AkMg f his coast fh«ei« is an antarctic current 
known as the Humboldt current, which runs prac- 
tically up to Panama. Even at the season of our 
visit, when we had extfeptionally fine, w^arm weatherj 
being the early fall, both the water and the air were 
quite cool. We were informed that later in the season, 
in July and August, the sea w^ater is exceptionally 
cool, even in the vicinity of the equator. 

Many of our fellow-pasengers Avere interested 
in ]5urchasing vicuna rugs. Some claimed to have 
obtained bargains, but our own party did not interest 
themselves much, as while the price was low, the 
<|:iiait5^ was flot s& goo J fts we had seen elsewhere. 

The ship being anchored in the harbour, commu- 
jiication with the shore was by small boats and motor 
launches, and although it is claimed that on this 
coast heavy wind storms or high seas arc; rare;, i(. 
was evident that the storms farther out frequently 
cause a heavy swell in the harbour, a condition 
which entails some activity on the part of passengers 
embarking and disembarking from launches at the 
kxjt of the gangway steps. The swell would lift 
the launch several feet, and you had to take your 
chances in making a proper landing. 

We left Antofaga.sta at 3 f).m., and had a ])kM~.;»:'i' 
sail that afternoon on a quiel sea with the 
line only a few mile-^ away, but oi the same character 
all along— -bare hilb, brown in colour and irxjkiiis-', very 
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Arrived at Iquiquc at 8,30 a.m. 1 lu^ i- an opt*i! f ; 
port, but with more shelter than at Antofajfaj-ta h Mar 
The ship, as in the former port — in tact, at all ports 
along this coast — was loaded from lighters, and 
transportation to and from the shore tsi made in 
launches or boats. At this ]>ort we took on 1,500 
tons of nitrate. This was packed in jute bags 
weighing- about 150 lbs. each, and has very much 
the appearance of coarse sait. 

The liarbour is filled with great flocks of gulls, 
eormorants, [jelicans ailli ©Slier sc-a fjirds. Iii- addi- 
tion to our ship there were se\X'ral other steamers all 
loading nitrate, also a Chilean Gov ernment cruiser. 

I qui que is the principal p<;>rt of Northern (Tale 
and claims a population of 40,000. It is h't l:)v 
electricity, and although not as clean and well-kept 
as Ant(_)fagasta is a fairl\' respectable town. 

Theie is a system of small tram cars run In' 
gasoline motors, and we noticed that e^ en though tlie 
town is comparatively small and the ljusiness for 
tram cars cannot be \ er\- heavy, thert; is up-to-date 
competition from an opixjsition motor bus line. 
This town haa httn psrtty destroyed by eartht juakes 
On two or three occasions in die last 50 years, which 
probably accounts for t!ie poor character of the 
buildings, most of them being low and cheap in 
construction. I'here are, howe\-er, two or three 
quite respectable bank Iniildings and some depari- 
mental stores, all of reinforced concrete ami much 
better than the average building, which is generally 
of A\-ood or rough cast. There is an English coJony 
and an English Chib. The latter building, from it^ 
appearance, is quite tip to date, although jiot ^■e^v 
elabori^e, but no doubt run to the satis! action oi its 
mcfVibers. 

In the bookstores ihere was a good sflecnon of 
English books and magazines, and ajJisuo-nUy ilie 
!('\\n a gusid deal of its inqK>rtaiu\' to its 

proxutn-.i lu the nitrate mines, which have been for 
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Sahtrmy, many years, and are still largely operated by British 
iflA Mer, capital and British engineers. There is quite an 



extensi\'e public market as well as many fruit shops 
and private butcher stalls throughout the town, but 
as the goods were exposed for sale without «fty 
special tx^vering and the weather hot — with a 
generous supply of flies — these provision stores and 
the market did not look imty attractiw. 

The climate is pleasant though rainless. The 
mountains at the back of the town as well as the land 
round about the town give the impression of great 
dust heaps. The nitrate fields are about 100 miles 
in the interior up in the hills. This district is a 
large reveaue producer to the (lovernmettt of Chile, 
which collects a tax of nearly 30% of the seliing 
price of all nitrate exported from the country. There 
is the usual civic garden laid out alongside the sea- 
wall where there is a promenade and drivew'ay, and 
aithough not \"ery extensive, probably iibout half a 
mile in length, it is the best-kept part of the town, 
clean and comparatively cool. From here there is a 
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good view of t lie sea anri harbour, so that the f itizcn- S'W'^ruiy, 
of Iquique have, at least, a pleasure spot in whirh to -^/^ -^ftir. 
speiid their evenings. There are both infantry and 
cavalry barracks in this city and a small garrison i-- 
located here, as the town forms part of the territorj- 
acljacenL to that taken from Peru in tlie last war. 
The barrack grounds ai'e decorated with guns of 
various sizes, war trophies from their difTeronces 
with Peru. 

From the ship we cotM see the line of railway 
zigzagging up the side of the mountain, as there is 
really nothing to prevent a good view of any con- 
struction of this character, rhe hillsides being 
absolutely bare. 

We left Iquique at 6 p.m. for Arica. Smiday, 
Arri\-cd at Arica at 7 a.m. and found thai arrange- Mar. 
ments had already been made for a trip lo Tacna, 
am of the oldest towns of Chile, and now on the 
frontier, having been taken from Peru in the. war of 
1878. It will be remembered that this is the town and 
territory of which President Coolidge recently 
decided the nationality by his judgment as arbitrator 
in the boundary dispute between Peru and Chile. The 
Fmiviansare not at all satisfied with this judgment 
as they consider it unduly favourable to ihe Chileans, 
but as the Chileans are in jxsssession of the terrilor}- 
and admittedly have a much stronger and better 
equipped army than Peru, President Coolidge 's a^vapd 
is likely to stand, at least, in the meantime. 

We landed about 9.30 a.m. and started for Tacna 
at 10.15. The railway track was built for steam 
locomotion, but the company has built a few motor 
buses wh.ich accommodate from 9 to 20 passengers 
and run -n the rails. These cars are built locally 
aiui m Mppearance are not ufilikc a smaii freight caV 
witli vyuiuows or an old-fashioned passenger coach. 
The distance from Arica u> "I\u iia is 60 kilometres 
or about 40 miles, and the righi-of-wa\' runs up gcado 
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Stitiday, the whole distance, attaining an elevation of over 
3Gtk i/rtr. 1,700 feet. The territory traversed is an absolute 
desert, with nothing but hard-baked day or sand 
and small boulders along the whole route. We saw 
in the distance the snow-capped mountains of the 
Andes, the hills goiiig mp from the coast in series, 
getting higher as they rise farther back. Also along 
the route we saw several mirages, the valleys having 
the appearance of lakes of water, but Wh&tx we f^t 
nearer w^e found nothing but the desert. 

We arrived at Tacna at noon after a not un- 
pleasant but quite uninteresting trip, there being 
absolutely nothing to see beyond the desert outlook. 

Tacna has a good water supply and is one of the 
oldest towns in Chile, t\'pically Spanish in its lay- 
out and construction, the streets very narrow and 
paved with rough cobble .stone. The houses are of 
the usual rough cast of white, blue, yellow and other 
colours 

The whole town is fairly clean, and through the 
centre of it, as is the custom in these Spanish towns, 
there is the usual avenida with rows of palms bor- 
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dering each side of the road, and a number of flower Suvauy. 
gardens, walks, band-stands and other furnishings -'M Mar. 
which go to make these parks. The Cathedra!, ' 
or rather the larger church, appeared to have teen 
destroyed either by fire or war, and the rnins showed 
that it was very old, the towers and walls being left, 
but the roof and interior wrecked. There were 
three buses altogether for the passeBf« from the 
ship who accompanied us. As we were in the first 
car, we started to look for the hotel where we were 
to lunch as soon as we reached the town. Un- 
fortunately we were directed by a fellow-passenger 
to another hotel he thought better. This enabled 
u^to see a great part of the town. On reach- 
ing this select hostelry we were informed that the 
accommodation was limited and already spoken for, 
But later located the Hotel Ratter, wliere a sub- 
stantial meal was obtained. This hotel was evidently 
considered a fairly good one in Chile, but apart 
from the newer hotels In the larger cities the accom- 
modation offered by these hotels is not very inviting. 

After lunch we made a further inspection of the 
town and then returned to the railway station, where 
we were fortunate in meeting the Manager of the 
Railway, Mr. Heath Robinson, who is also the 
British Consul at this point. He invited us to 
inspect his garden, which is situated directly opposite 
the railway station. Here Mr, Robinson has demon- 
strated the great fertility of the soil in this district 
when water is available, as his garden is quite a 
wonderful one, with a great variety of grapes, figs, 
pears, quinces atid many other fruits as well as a 
krfe tbllectioh of floweriitg plants. We were in- 
vited to help ourselves, and most of the party did 
so, and enjo>ed Mr. Ro!)inson's hospitaUty, for which 
we were very grateful. He also urged us to take 

a supply for tht^^ journey liome- which started at 

4 p.m,, mTivlng at Arica a little before d p.m., when 
we re-eiabarlsed M tie ship, which ■swled^sfartfy after. 
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Mtimhy, Arrix'cd at Moilendo at 6.M) a.m. This port is 

30ih Mar. an 0|X"n road>Lcad with ilir ii.sual heavy swell. 

There is a hnv surf, the shore is rocky and teki, 
with high cliffs, except in a fine hay with sandy 
beach to the south of the town which has been 
appropriated by the municipali1>' as ft puWc bathmg 
beach. The shore as u.sual is barren and rock>- 
and runs up fairly abruptly from the sea to high 
hills, many of which are covered with a white sub- 
stance which wc were told was volcanic ash, and. 
many of the rocks along the shore itself w'ere also 
white, mostty due to the great number of bird's 
that nest on them. 

We went ashore at 10.30, the heavy swell making 
the disembarking from the ship to the motor laimdn 
quite an athletic feat, requirino- some activitv. 

The water in tliis harbour is \ ery deep, which, in 
part, accounts ft^r the unusual hea\y swell, and 
although our ship w^^as fairly close to shore the 
officer adxised us wc were anchored in 40 fathoms, 
or 240 feet of water, and that a sliort distance farther 
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out soundings tv^etf unobtainiible. Mr. Sinclair, Monday, 
Agent of the Royal Mail Line, who harl come on -^Oth Mm* 
board, was kind enough to invite Mr. Duggan, '•""'""-^ 
Mr. Pineo, other fellow-passengers and myself 
to accompany him ashore in his launch. On reaching 
shore there was a dock sheltered by a stone break- 
water — the pier itself a stone wall alx>ut 20 feet 
>igh — where we were lifted Up from the launch to 
lie pier l)y a steam crane which operated a large 
irm-chair hung w'ith ropes. I was given the seat 
of honour in the chair white two other members 
of the party stood one on each side, their feet on 
the lower rungs of the chair, while they hung on by 
the ropes strung from the four corners. This method 
of landing, although quite novel, was very com- 
fortable, and after trying it once we were siitisfied 
it was a very up-to-tfate method of latiding passen- 
gers on to a high dock. We could imagine the fate 
of an unfortunate passenger who was impopular 
with the man running the hoisting engine, as it 
would be very easy to accidentally drop him into 
the sea instead of into the launch. 

We looked o\er the town, which is characteris- 
tically Spanish in construction, and as it is built 
on a hillside, the stri'cis an- surp as well as din\- 
and badly kept. There is, of course, the pia/a wiih 
public gardens, this part of the lown being, as usual. 
\er}- creditable. Some of our fellow-passengers 
tried the bathing beac-h, but we were >ati.>lied to 
\icw it from a distance, althotigh it certainly looked 
quite in\'itini^ with a magnificent surf coming in. 

llue iigam tiiere wa-- .1 hunt foi a k una ^kui> 
and other furs Avhich weie ottered in fair numbei-. 
at reasuiialik' (iiices- a gijod sized rug costing Irora 
S35 to ^S50 in gold- a spev-tator with sunie of 
these i)urchasing parties I notii'cd a saleswoman 
(jlter what looked like a very aitracti\e alpaca ru.; 
for ,i;iO, the IVruviari pound l)eing worth about S4.10. 
.% we shook our heads she asked if we would make 
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.u't5?;i/i; V, an offLT, and, unfortunately, 1 spoke (nit of turn 
30ik Mar. and offered £6. alnjut half the pric(\ 'Vh^ vu^ w a.s 
c^-.hr^-^.! puckcd up and handed to me so quickly 1 bei^an to 

get suspii:ioLii> that it was not a bargain e\en ar 

that price. 

We visited the public market and other buildings 
of interest, seeing in the market a number of uii- 
common and ctrrfoim fish, but the wiiole a]-)i)earan(-e 
was not particularly inviting. 

We were stopped at the Customs House gate, 
at the boat-landing:, as one of our party had purchased 
a vicuna rug, and we were told the exportation of this 
particular fur was now prohibited as it was becoming 
rare, and there was considerable trouble before a 
proper release could be obtained. The rugs had, 
first of all, to bear the (iovernment stamp, and then 
the pe()|')le who had made the sale were ol)liged to 
come and show the Customs officers that they were 
satisfied with the prices obtained. Adjustments 
were finally made, and a numljer of passengers were 
great!}- relieved to be able to bring their purchases 
on to the ship. 
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We left Mollendo at 2.30 p.m., the wcalher fine Monday, 
and W^m with a pleasantly cool hropze. Tliis 30th Mat. 
territory, like the whole of the West Coast, ne%-er f'"^^'"'^ 
gets any rain, but has a tolt^rabl}- good climate on 
account of the cool water of the ocean. 

The cargo taken on here consisted of 700 bales of 
merino wool, which, I understand, comes from Bolivia, 
which country has no seaj^ort, and Mollcndo is one of 
the perts used for exporting goods produced in this 
country. 

The aquatic birds here wert; not so numerous a> 
at the last two ports, but thcn^ were enoui;h of them 
on all the rocky points, small islands, old lighters and 
anything else they could rest on, to make a rather 
unpleasant odour pervade the whole harbour. 

The population of this town is about 6,000. 
Those we saw on the streets were decidedly of the 
Inca Jnch"an t\pe, neitluT handsome nor rof> clt-an, 
bearing the trade mark of a country where there is a 
great scarcity of water. 

The shore line continue*:} very much the same as 
during the last three days of our trip. We saw a 
number of seals, which apparently are Cjuite plentiful 
all along the coast, and were toid that at other seasons 
of the year we would probably have seen a great 
many whales and other marine animals. 

The p-^'ople in AToJlendo are practically all Roman 
Catholics, as was quite noticeable from the number of 
churches and the priests seen on the streets. W'e 
also saw a great many teggars, S6rtie looking very 
poor and miserable. The churches themselves, 
ah ill 'Ugh quite large, are not kept up, and do not 
specially inierest the tourists. 

We \. ere going along ihe coast all day with pretty 7 H#^ *fly, 
much the same weatlu'r as we had for the last few Mar. 
days, and alihtnigh getting nearer the equator all 
the time we ha\'c not yet had any unpleasantiy warm 
weath'.'r. 
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'\Vi-\hu\Hhiy \W Riafhi'd C\ilIao in ihi' early iiioniing, and 
1st April having^ entered Peru, the iisnal mediral examination 
was made at 7 a.m., and the Doctor cleared the ship 
before breakfast, so that we were able to go ashore 
at §li5, tht xistraf rrpetfhot!, as 'm tjther ports, being b\- 
launch or small boat. At this port there were a 
number of both sailing and steam vessels lying in 
the hatttotaf , #Mcti is one of the finest on the Pacific, 
coast, covering an area of o\-er 250 acres. The popu- 
lation of Callao is over v50,000, and it has always been 
fairly busy port. Tht harbour fs protected by the 
Island of San Lorenzo and some smaller islands. 
Some of these islands owe their existeiice to earth- 
quake? in the 16th century, as the character of the 
shore line was consideraljly changed owing to the 
severe uphea^■als at. that j)eriod. 

There had been quite a heavy rainfall in this 
district within a few weeks of our visit; the first 
rainfall for the past 35 years. When the rain came 
it w-as such an extraordinar}' sight t(; many of the 
inhabitants, who had never seen anything of this 
character before, that it almost caused a panic, as well 
as a tremendous monetary loss, with which the 
Government was struggling at the time of our visit. 
CKving to the Jong jx-riod of drought nearly all the 
roofs of the houses began to leak when the rain came, 
and many of the foundations were washed out and 
other damage done. In addition to this the river.-^ 
and streams in the more mountainous f)arts of the 
Cjoantry Ix;came m swollen as to wash out the right- 
of-way of the railway in several places, completely 
destroying as much as fise mile^ in a sip'tch. and 
making it necessary to relay the track l)efore it can 
again ojxirateti. 

We h(.-ard here of an insurance ca^e u[ >oinc 
interest. Two lighters were loaderl with bags of 
sugar to be taken out to a ship as cargo. After the 
rainfall, the barges, instead of being laden with 
Mjgar. were fille<l with syruf) and sugar liaj;-. \ claim 
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was made under the insurance fw>]icy, but this was Wfnim-^day 

disputed on the ground that the shippers had not J si April 

taken roanonable procaulion by covering this cargo ^■<«tf*«* 

with tarpauUns to protect it from the rain. In 

reply to this the shippers claimed that as there had 

been no rain for 35 years they had no tarpaulins, nor 

had it been customary to protect cargo against rain, 

which they claimed to be an insurer's risk. Of 

course we ha\'e not heard how this matter was 

settled. 

In Lima there was a strike on the traniwaj's, 
but when the rain came the strikers evidently con- 
sidered it a judgment: rf God and immediately went 
back to work. The power plants had been flooded 
and in some cases the dams had been put out of 
commission, so that the city of Lima, wMch we 
visited, had been without electric light for some time, 
and was likely to be in this condition for some weeks 
until matters were straightened out again. 

Landing at the dock at Callao, we took motors 
and drove to Lima, eight miles over a very good 
concrete motor road built by the Foundation Com- 
pany. This Company has also done a lot of work in 
rebuilding the streets in Lima, making good asphalt 
roads instead of the old cobble stone roads which 
were the rule in this city three or four years ago when 
some of the party had visited it. The effect is to 
give the city a much cleaner and more 'Xip'^XHiSM 
appearance, and the citizens evidently take a great 
deal more pride now in keeping the citj- in g<md shape 
than they did under the oM regime of dirty m4 
ill-kept streets. 

Along the road Ix'tw een Caliao and Lima we saw 
many fertile fields of sugar, cotton, corn and gotxl 
l)astures filled with cattle and horses. All this 
territory is maclc fertile by irrigation, the w aier being 
brought from the j-iver which flows through Lima 
and has its origin in the glaciers of the Andes stmie 
miles b.ifii. 
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Wednesday The road cuts through a hiii, and when it was made 
tsi Apr-.i this i>rf)ved to be an anciont Inra buryintj-ground with 
^^""'""""^ remaina of a temple. The burying-grounds of the 
Incas were apparently much the same as the old 
Spanish burying-grounds, as there was ample evi- 
dence that this one had been surrounded by a solid 
■wrft. The wrfte were built of clay bricks similar 
to those seen in abundance all through this country. 
Along the roadside and in the side of the cut were 
many temafi feott'es and skulls, some of them ift a 
very good state of preservation, the skulls covered 
in mxm cases with long black hair. This unusual 
state of preserv'ation is presumably^ due to the very 
dry- condition of the atmosphere. The whole character 
of the ruins indicates that some centuries before the 
arrival of the Spaniards the people who li\-e(l h(;r{^ 
had at least a reasonably high idea of civilization and 
certainly took care of their dead. 

We were told that when these grax cs were opened 
the bodies were found in a sitting posture with the 
knees up and the arms encircling them, the hands 
clasped in front and the head resting on them. This 
evidently being the position in which these dead were 
buried. 

Lima claims a population of 220,000 and is quite 
a good-looking city, one of the oldest in South 
America, having been founded by Pizarro in 1535. 
The founder's bones are still preserved in an elaborate 
tomb or chapel in the Cathedral, but although we 
were invited to visit it we did not avail ourselves of 
this opjjortunity. 

A new and modern hotel has been built which i^ 
not quite completed. We had lunch there with Mr. 
Macdoneil, the Manager of the Royal Hank, who had 
invited a number of prominent citizens to meet our 
party. The hotel is very creditable, and so much 
better than the other buildings in the city that it 
looks aimosi out of place, but the citizens hope it 
will attract tourists and bring busine--^ \ii ihe (ity. 
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The guests at luncheon, who Wefe residents of Vi^fdyie'sdMj 
Lima, impressed us very much. They represented J'^s April 
large British and American industries and had the 
appearance of substantial businessmen with names 
representing firms high in the commercial world. 

The Royal Bank building at Lima is an inherit- 
ance from the American Mercantile Bank of Peru, 
whose banking business the Royal acquired, alid 
although it is a fairly convenient one, the location is not 
all that could be desired and will probably be changed 
within a short time. The building is somewhat of a 
novelty. It had been a private residence with a 
large patio or court in the centre, and had been con- 
verted into a bank building by roofing over this 
patio and introducing a large coloured glass sky- 
light, which made a very attractive large banking 
room. The cages for the various tellers, ledger- 
keepers and other officers were built around the old 
patio. 

The judgment in the boundary arbitration be- 
tween Chile and Peru had only been rendered within 
a month of our visit, President Coolidge of the United 
States being the sole arbitef . His judgment, hwr- 
ever, did not please the Peruvians, and as the sign on 
the building occupied by the Royal Bank was still 
that (d their predecessors-^ti» American Banking 
Company — it led to a demonstration and riot, the 
windows of the Bank being broken and the sign torn 
down. The fact that the proprietorship of the Bank- 
ing Company and premises had changed hands did 
not, apparently, appeal to the mob. This feeling was, 
we were advised, quieting down gradually, and just as 
soon as the law would permit the Royal Bank to put 
their own sign on the building. tht;y expected thai a 
lot of new business already promised would imme- 
diately result. 

Lima is connected by iMnilevards, liaving good 
motor roads, witli MiraHores and Magdalena, two 
suburbs ax each side of the city where the best private 
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Wedmsday residences are located. We had not: time to \isit 
JMAprU them, but i^erc assured \\e would form a favourable 
Ceffjfwfwi opiaioa of the life and culture of thi^ city tf wfe 
could visit these two siiliurbs. 

Our time until 3.30 was spent looking" over the 
shopping district, the Cathedral and other parts of 
(he city. The shops were (juite attractive but did 
not offer any special novcltit* characteristic of the 
country. 

fe tfce iiiterior of the Cathedral there are s©ine 
very fine examples of wood-carving, while many of 
the filfars are o^■e^]aid with gold and adorned with 
gold and silver ornaments all produced by native 
labour. The churches of this country have not 
suffered despoliation owing to revolutions as have 
those of Mexico and some of the Sonth American 
countries, so there is quite a lot of wealth displayed 
in the decoration of the principal churches. 

The squares and plazas are of the old Spanish 
type and lAmm are many houses with carved doors 
and balconies, which give the city a picturesque 
appearance reminiscent of the older cities in Spain. 
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The city is situated on the Kio Riiiae, 110 niiles V.'-dn- day 
from the Cerro de Pasco and 600 miles from C'uzco. J t Au>U 
The mean temperature throughout the year is fidr'Y . ' 
and the altitude 500 feet. 

We had an entertaining interview with Mr. 
Kingsnaill, Manager of the Cerro de Pasco Copper 
Corporation, which has a capital of £6,000,000. He 
is a Canadian from Toronto. The mine Mr. Kings- 
mill manages is one of the largest producers of silver 
and copper in the world, as well as a considerable 
quantity of gold, and when certain additions to the 
plant now' being installed are completed, will produce 
lead and other by-products. 

Mr. Kingsmill gave us a lot of information as to 
local conditions, and was very decided in his praise of 
President Augustc B. Legina, who, he assured us, was 
a man of high character and considerable ability. It 
is President Legina's idea tXi- put Peru on a proper 
financial basis, and as he is, in reality, the Govern- 
ment, there is no doubt that within a short time 
Peru will be heard from to its advantage. 

One of the problems the Government and Presi- 
dent of Peru were facing at the time of our visit was 
the loss caused by the heavy rains. As this rain- 
storm was quite unexpected, very considerable 
damag(i had been done, not only to private property, 
but also to Government property, and the President 
vvas busy trying to straighten out this situation. 

Peru produces over 350,000 tons of sugar and 
large cjuan titles of high-gFaie wool, as well as a 
considerable ciuantity of cotton. In addition to 
this there are a number of other agricultural pro- 
ducts, including wild rubber, cotton-seed oil, tobacco, 
cocoa and tropical fruits and hides. In 1922 Peru 
ship[)ed over 2,000 tons of goat and kid skins to 
glov i : manuf ac t u rer s . 

We did not find that the prices in the retail 
stores wen; as favourable in Lima as in Chile and 
other (^)untries throughout South America. This 
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Vt'ctitu-sihiy was partly due to the exchange being in a more 
/yf Apni healthy condition, but at the time of onr visit' the 
c*msmmi washouts due to the heavy rain referred to had 
intcrferod with rai]\va\- tnmsportatioii, and as the 
food supplies for Lima rome. in many cases, a con- 
siderable distance — irrigation being more plentiful 
in the hills than on the plains near the coast — the 
prices of all tmrm cown^^itfes had gene up to such 
an extent that eggs were selling at 16c. each, gold. 
This, naturally, was more or less a famine condition 
and die] not indicate the usual prices. 

We left Lima by motor at 3.45, reaching the ship 
about 4.30, and weighed anchor, leaving Callao at 
5 p.m. 



Tkiifsiay, Arrived at Salaverry early this morning and went 
2-nd April ashore to look about the town, a siual one with a 
population of 3,000. its importance due to its con- 
nection by rail with Trujillo, where there are import- 
ant minings and smelting works. There is also a 
certain amount ol agricultural export from this port. 
The town itself is similar to most South American 
west coast to%^-ns, Spanish in its character with 
the usual plaza or public square, and driveway 
along the sea. The buildings are poor, largely 
due to the poiiftbiKty that earthquakes may destroy 
them at any time. 

After an hour or two ashore we returned to the 
ship, which, in the meantime, had been discharging 
and taking on cargo. We then sailed at 1 p.m. 

ffi'juy, We next .stopped at Paita, the most northern 

3rd Apfii iJOrt of Peru, with a population of about 3,500 and 
doing a considerable business as a port of export for 
a large territory east of it. 

As there was nothing of special interest to be seen, 
we were advised not to go ashore, as the ship wouki 
h'kely be only a few hours at this port. A nimiber of 
passengers, tourists and others, came on at this point. 
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Although the ship had only about 12 bales of cargo I'riday, 
to land, we were surprised when a large tug arrived -^r^'ii 
with some 40 stevedores all wearing their regulatior, ' 
badge. We were told that it was the law that, e\-en 
when a ship has little or no cargo to discharge, they 
must take on the full complement of stevedores 
provided by law. The 12 bales landed from our 
steamer were unloaded by piecework at the rate 
)f about 5c. or lOe. a bale, -^d lhat the total divided 
imongst the gang would not mean vet}- much 
o each one, and it did *em that it might have been 
better to have let one or two men do the unJoading 
and get something for it. 

Although we? dM WM lioad, a nurafcar traieps 
came out. The principal merchandise was Panama 
hats, and cjuite a number of these famous headgears 
were purchased by our felJow-passengers and our- 
selves at ^'aryi^g prices, some very cheap and others 
at prices higher perhaps than the salespeople expected 
to recei\e; however, wc were .->atisfied, and on the 
whole believe we made good bargains. 

We left Paita at one o'clock, having to obtain Satarduy, 
proper health clearance from the port doctor — 4ih AprH 
who was, unfortunately, laid up on shore — as our 
next stop was to be in the I^mama t'anal zone. 

The weather was fine and c]uite ct)ol, considering 
our proximity at this time to the equator, but as the 
swimming tank had been put into commission we 
were able to have some fun an{l exercise. The 
weather continued fine and pleasantly cool. We 
crossed the equator aliout 11 a.m., but there were 
no special ceremonies sisnilar to those on the "W)!- 
taire" on our southern l^ound voyage. The reason 
given by the Captain was that altiiough formerly 
d was tlie practice to celebrate in due and tnicient 
form the crossing of ihv lint-, souse citi/ens uf the 
United States, who had been passengers and rather 
roughly treated on one of these occasions, had com- 
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pbhic'd to Ae company and threatened lawsuits 
kir a^^ault, so that the comi)any and officers thought 
it would be better to forgo these frivohties. They 
claimed, however, that the .=^hii> was a law unto 
itself, and that the custom ol King Neptune coming 
aboard and holding court was one that could not be 
interfered with by the courts of any country. 

In order to make some celebration of crossing; the 
line, some of ihe lad}- iiassengers organized a fancy 
dress ball. The jiropo^al was made with very little 
ttotice, so that many of the passengers did not feel 
rhev would ha\-e time to participate in fancy dress. 
A number of others, how ever, did so, and the party 
wai=: voted a great success, and althfuigh the costumes 
were gotten up in a hurry, some of them were very 
-well done and afforded a great deal of amusement 
to the passengers generally. 

The Captain and Purser conducted the usual 
Church servnce at 10.45 a.m. Flarlier in the fnorning 
a sen-ice had been held by a ('hilean Catholic 
Bishop, a fellow-passenger who, we understood, was 
being transferred as Archbishojj in Kquador. He 
was a big, fine-looking man, and no doubt will make a 
sac££ss of his ntm charge. 

About S.30 a.m. we were reminded thai we had 
left the dry area and had again entered the rcgion_ of 
rainstorms by a tremendous flash of lightning with 
liea-w thunder. The thunder was so sharp and loud 
it seemed to shake the ship as though a big gun had 
been fired on deck. W'e afterwards learned that the 
lightning had actually struck the foremast of the 
ship, but did no damage; except to the toi), which 
waft made of wood; the bahuKc o) the ma.st being 
ste/?l, conducted the lightning in due counseinto the sea 
without doing any material damage e.Kcei->t to the 
compasses, which, 1 understand, were i>ut out several 
degret^s. FoUowing the thunder an<l lightning there 
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was a heavy rain, but it difl not last long and we had -Monday, 
a fine day with \mt aceastortal showers, ^>th April 

We reached the Panama Canal carl)- on .Monday, 
the weather now being quite warm, as we had left the 
cool water of tfce Hnrnfetoldt current. The Doctor 
came aboard from Balboa and cleared the ship 
about 8.30 a.m., when we proceeded to the first lock. 
We were fortunate in having, during the whole dzry, 
a strong and fairly cooi headwind, so that the trif> 
through the Canal, although generail}' \'er\' warm, 
■^-as a tolerably cool one for us. 

The Canal is 40 miles in leiigth with six sets of 
locks altogether, each with two locks, one alongside the 
other, thus fftaking a doubfe Of dupficate way. Enter- 
ing as we did from the Pacific, the first two locks are 
at Miraflores, with an average lift of about 30 feet. 

The next Jock is at Pedro Miguel with a further 
lift of 30 feet, making a lift in the three locks of 
nearly 90 feet, 

From the locks at Pedro Miguel the Canal runs 
through the Culebra Cut, nine miles in length 
between fairly high hills, most of the wa>- through 
rock-cutiing with a width of 300 feet at the bottom 
and probably 350 feet at the Canal .-.urface. 

The water over the sills in the locks is 41 feet, 
the minimum depth in th{' ("^anal. After jja-sing 
through the Caileljra Cut, the Canal widens out j 
owing to the land having been flooded by the build- 
ing of a dam at Ciatun. This has created tiuite an 
extensive lake interspersed with a nurnber of islands, 
which were the high points of the hills Ix-fore the 
flooding of the land, The Canal was built in this 
way partly to take care of the water from the 
Rio Chagres which enters the Canal a little east of 
ihe Culebra Cut, and although a comparalivel\- 
small stream under normal conditions, becciuies a 
tremendous torrent during the rain>' season. When 
the* French engineers lirst started ihi- survey uf theii 
projected seadevel canal, otse of the problems was the 
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Monday, trcnieiidous rush of water that came down this river 
'>/fe \pTil after heavy rains, a volunie of current so g;reat m to 
out ali their engineering work. The Americans 
overcame this In- building the dam and making a 
large artificial lake. The i»#ea area is 164 square 
miles with a depth in the deepest part of 90 feet, so 
that when the river becomes rampant and delivers 
« qti*ritity' of wata- ft Is tmsmtM^f wtT[ taken 
care of by this expanse of lake, the overflow being 
regulated by flood gates at the dam at Gatun. , 

Passing thfoag h this lake section we reached the 
locks at Gatun, which in turn let us down 85 to 90 
feet to the level of the Caribbean Sea. When the 
steamer en*ers tfee locies, ft is controlted ftom the 
shore by a number of electric engines or mules, some 
of which operate the ropes for towing and others the 
ropes for hoHin^ the steamer back, and in this 
w^ay the steamer is really guided by this shore power, 
thus preventing any possible accident to the gates, 
which might be caused by misinterpreted signals in the 
steamer's engine room. We saw in the Culebra Cut, 
even at this late date — the Canal has been in opera- 
tion now for eight years — quite recent slides from 
the hills w^hich bounded each side of the Canal, and it 
has Ijeen a constant source of expense and work for the 
management of the Canal, who keep dredging the clay 
and gravel that periodically shoves itself into the 
channel, The locks here also are in pairs, 12 in 
ail, that is, 6 pairs, 1,000 feet in length and 110 feet in 
breadth with 40 feet of water on the sills. 

The shore was rather disappointing, as it appeared 
to me to be dried up and not nearly as green or 
attractive as might be expected. This was after- 
wards explain^ed to us as due to the fact that tliey 
had had no rain for four months, quite an exceptional 
condition m this Canal zone, when- usually they have 
abundance of rain through the whole year. 

We exj)eriencefi rielay at some oi the lock.-, 
owing to other ves.sels getting in just ahead of us, 
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but notwithstanding this we passed through the last Monaay, 
lock at 5 p.m. and went down the river and dorkrd filh April 
at the pier at Colon a few minntf - lati-r. Ak-n-.; t'n "^"""'^ 
whole length of the Canal and at the entrances both 
from the Pacific and the Caribbean then ■w.cre 
evidences of fortification^ ! on-;t-iii i- d \>} ^hf- C'li^ed 
States and there were military guards at every lock, 
as well as several large barracks, hospitals, officers' 
quarters and other military Ijuilding?, which indicate 
that quite a war establishment is maintained. 

Going ashore at Gatun, we were interested to note 
the improvement and growth of this city since 1912, 
the date of my last visit. The town is unrlfr two 
adminisfrattons and there' is some confusion a- to 
the dividing line, part of the town being- under the 
control of the authorities of the Canal zone, and dry 
insofar as the sale of intoxicants is concerned; while 
the other half is under the control of thi- Republic oi 
Panama, which has no dry laws. Ths xv <,nc -^-^t•ral 
large and inviting liquor stores in this latter section, 
so that those living, in the dry part of the town hav# 
no trouble to obtain whatever they want, there being 
no apparent barrier between the two sections of the 
town. 

Colon had a serious fire in 1915, so that some of 
the better class of l.iuildings I remembered seeing on 
my last visit had disappeared. The buildings that 
had been put up to re[)la{:e them were rather poor in 
character. There lia\-e been established a great 
many shops along the main front street which cater 
especially to the tourist trade, which has grewn to be 
considerable in this district. 

Many ships cruising to the Wtwt Indies and 
South America touch at this port. Most of the 
stores arc kept by Hindus and Chiiiamea, and contain 
a large variety of Indian jewels, lace work, ivt«py, 
Japan lacc]uer work, Panama hats and other com- 
modities of this kind, W'e made a few purchases, 
as did most of our fellow-passengers whe cmm %^€m;. 
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but. whether the gootls were as cheap as we thought 
■[hey were was more than my limitod knnw-ledjro of 
this character of merchandi-c allowed me to jud^-e. 

After inspecting- the main business streets, which 
are not vciy numerous, we went to the Hotel Washing- 
ton for dinner and found \ery good entertainment. 
This hotel is attractively situated on a point on the 
sea coast with a concrete seawall around the grounds. 
The bouse itself is of reinforced concrete, built b>- 
the authorities of the Panama Canal zone for the 
United States Government. The hotel is a pleasant 
place to stop, but as the accommodation is some- 
what limited, it would be well to make reser\'ation 
in advance if anyone proposed to stop at this point 
for any length of time. 

We returned to the "Essequibo" at 10.30 p.m., 
the weather stiil fine and warm, and found that the 
ship -was about as w'arm as any place we had struck. 
About 11 p.m., however, we got underway, and once 
outside the harbour it became pleasantly cool. 



ApffJ ftk Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday we enjoj ed 
tffftk ourselves as best we could with pleasant weather, a 
smooth sea aa>i Ae refalar sMp life. 



Friday, "ft-e reached Havana early. The ship anchored 

iB&AprM outside the harlwor, and fmA to wait until it was 
daylight to obtain clearance from the Doctor before 
entering the harbour proper. The Doctor made inspec- 
tion at 7 a,m . , and after breakfast we were welcomed by 
several officers of the Royal Bank staff who had come 
aboard to meet Sir Herljert and Mr. Neill and had 
#ith them, a very good raotor launch to take us ashore. 
As it was Good Friday, the shops, banks and public 
buildings w-ere closed, and on many of them as 
wll as on the ships in the harbour flags were flying 
at half-mast to commemorate tlie day. I have never 
&dtn this practice followed in any other part oi the 
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We went ashore at 8.30 and drove first to the Friday, 
chief offices of the Rrr>'a] F>ank in Havana, This is a 10th April 
large and hanrlsome building which the President and t<w*>««<^i 
General Manager are veff proud of. Being a 
holiday, we did not see It to advantage, for although 
the public banking room m a very large and com- 
modious one, I was told that on regular business 
days it is so crowded ^^ith customers that it looks 
more like a bazaar or stock excha^nge tjian a regular 
bank. 

The business of the Royal Baofe in Havana has 
grown so much that, in. addition to this main bank- 
ing office, 13 branches have been established and 
the Bank has UGW over 1,600 employees in this dtf . 
Branches have been established in many other parts 
of the island with a total number of employees of 
over 2,500 in Cuba- 

We were impressed by the type of the Rank's 
officers we met, and it is easy to understand how the 
Royal Bank has been able to extend the business in 
South America when they ha\-e a training groun<1 
like Cuba to \\-liich are sent selected men who learn 
not only the Spanish language, but alfeo the charac- 
teristics and peculiarities of the people of these 
countries A\-ho>^e wa^-s and outlook are different from 
our own. 

Not on]\- in C'uba, l>ut also in South America 
members of the staff appeared to have the utmost 
goodwill towards and co-operation with one another 
and the greatest hjyal'. x- to the Rank. 

. Recentl>', in addition to the staff houst; established 
some years ago, and more than once enlarged to 
accommodate the growing staff, the Royal Bank has 
established the Royal Bank Club situated on the 
parada facing the sea, intended as a social club for 
the employees of the Bank. We were told that 
although this instu.ution is (,|uite recently established, 
it has already l^ecome ver>- poi)nlar with tJae oMcers 
and statf. 
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FrUay, After inspecting the main bank buildinir^ — ^whtch 

10!.k Apn! has some attractive features in the planning, the 
cmiimfi officers' rooms being on the upper floors, and the 
whole building arranged with the idea of good venti- 
lation to make the offices as cool as possible — we 
left Sir Herbert and Mr. Neill to attend to bank 
business with their local officials, while Mr. Duggan 
and I, under the guidance of Mr. Arozarena and Mr. 
Ariosa, took a motor and were shown places of interest 
about the city. Amongst the new buildings pointed 
out to us was that of the National City Hank of New 
York, which is just completing large and elaborate 
new banking premises. 

After exhatisliaif' most of the principal streets 
and calling at one or two of the city clubs which are 
quite pretentious in their layout and furnishings, 
we drove to the Yacht Club, situated at the south- 
west end of the city. This is a new club-house and 
quite a wonderful place, the last word, I would 
judge, in yacht club-houses. The building is of 
reiEforced concrete and fireproof, built with a large 
balcony on the front facing the sea, used as a restaur- 
ant and dining-room in fine weather, while there are, 
of course, indoor dining-rooms, billiard-rooms, tennis 
Gourts, shower baths, a number of bedrooms 
for nnembers, fetucing-rooms, bowling alley, with a 
bar-room on practically every floor. There is also 
a large assembly or ball-room on the level with the 
balcony promenade, and we were told that large 
assemblies are held here frequently during the season. 
From the balcony there is a fine view of the sea and 
the private dock belonging to the club. We were 
furnished with bathing suits and enjoyed a very 
refreshing and comfortable swim in the octati. The 
temperature of the water was about as pleasant as 
one could wish for, probably in tlie neigliijourhood 
of 6(P, and wonderfully clear, Lookiir^ ut the .sea 
from the balcony, the combination of cxjlours is 
very attractive and artistic. Afr^r our swim we 
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were introduced to the jiational drink of Cuba, the Friday, 
bacardi cocktail, and found it quite accejjtaljjf. \\'f lOik April 
then took a drive in the environment of Uv "S'af'hr 
Club, where there is a new residential dfvelopment 
after the style of Garden. City and some other plarrs, 
a sort of park system developed on broad Axcnw^-- 
fronting the lots offered for sale, many of which 
have already been sold and on which sonify handsome 
residences have already been erected. 

Going through this siiljurb we came lo the 
Country Club, where the Golf Links are located, 
arriving here shortly after noon, as wt- hat! been 
invited by Sir Herbert to lunch with him at this Club. 

On oar -arfival we fotifid wer^ tt^t tte only 
guests, as a number of our fellow-passengers from the 
S.S. "Essequibo" as well as many of the otlicers of 
the Bank and their wives had also been invited. 
Sir Herbert had a party of 50 at his luncheon, and 
all thoroughly enjoyed it. The time allowed was, 
however, rather short, as we had beerr adx'ised thai 
our ship would sail not later than 3.30, which made 
It imperative that we should leave the Ciub-house 
a little after half-past two. 

Before we left, howe\-er, Mr. S>-las Strawn, of 
Chicago, one of the guests, made a brief though 
witty speech in proi)osing Sir Heftet's Iifealth, to 
which he made a suitable response. Mr. Neill 
was also toasted and thanked the conipaiiy in proper 
style. 

The Golf Links arc, we judged, very good, 
although we had no opfJortunity to try them, and 
the grounds immediately around the' Club-house 
are very attractive, with flower beds and grass lawns, 
as well as tennis courts and other amusement of tMs 
ctiaracter. 

Our ship left Havana about 4 p.m., and we had a 
pleasant sail that afternoon, and thi^ two following 
days, Saturday and Sunday. We were in tiie gulf 
stream headed north, aod the riumlnt record <*f\he 



-A" T E S BY T J I E W A Y 



¥tMm% ship was 100 mites better each of these days than it 
IMi April had l:)een on i\nx other part of the voyage. This 
cwfr,!,,.-.' ^^..^g accounted for b\- the strength of the gulf stream, 
\xhxc\\ seamed to us quire extraonlinary, and indicated 
the tremendous vohuiic of water that this current 
must carrj-, as it is over 20 miles wide and in some 
places Tery deep. 



McnSay. On Monday it began to be a Httle eo(.)ler, the w ind 

13th April a little stronger, but the .sea was quite smooth, and 
apart from the effort of ha\'ing to pack up our trunks 
preparatory for going ashore the following da\-, we 
spent another very pleasant day on lioard ship. 

Tutsdny. arrived at Sand\- lioolc ai)Out 6 a.m., but 

14ih April had to wait for some time before we could get the 
Doctor aboard. Finalh' this was accompHshed and 
the ship was cleared for health purposes, arri\-ing 
at the pier in New ^'ork aljout .10.30 a.m., where we 
bad to ^^'ait some time owing to the inadequate 
method of handling baggage. This job is in charge 
of the shore jjeople on the dock, the ship's own 
machinery not l:xnng allowed to take any pcU't in 
this particular work. After waiting what we con- 
sidered an unreasonable time, we hnally took the law 
into our own hands and hired special porters to 
get fiur trunk- on the dock and inspected hy the 
customs officers, which was accomplished in due 
course, enabling us to reach the Riltmore HTJtel 
at neon. 

I went down town for luiicheon, ha\ing an a|J- 
ixsintment to meet ui> nephew, Mr. W. K. White, 
anf[ rhci! niadf some- lA her calls. \ finally called at tlK- 
Bank, and accompanied Mr. Walker, the Manager, 
up town to meet the rest of the i)art}'. W«; dined 
to^ethf-r at thr- Pjilimorf Hotel before we took 'iwr 
vm'u trains forlionic Tho.se for -Moritrcal arm ed 
£kt 8"3.rii. Wednesdas , April ISth, thus com[)u jug 
a most instructive and enjoyable trip. 



J^'all^ iluH'irfd T!iir!y-fi-i; 
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I wish to express to Sir Herbert Molt and Mt. f'«^y, 
C. E. Ncill 111}- a])[)rcM:iation of their kindness in 14lh April 
inviting mc to accompany them on this tour of South ^-""^^^^ 
Amentra, and also to thank Mr. C. C. Pineo and the 
man)- branch nianas^'r- anrl (jiher ofhct-r- at the 
various cities we visited, for the attention and 
courtesy which was universally shown not only to 
myself, but lo every mern!)cr of the party. .Mr. 
Pi^iep had not only the arrangijig of the tour, but 
persoftany conducted it. Only- those who have had 
the experience ui a tourin.14 ixiriy of seven, on a ten 
weeks' trip in a territory where the language is foreign, 
can appreciate the ability and good-nature he is 
possessed of when it is stated that we all parted from 
him _ at Callao with regret and a genuine feeling, of 
gratitude for his many courtesies to us all. 

I hope I m'<\y be able, in sonit- measure, to retuni 
these courtesies should any of the><.' gentlemen who 
were so kind to lis visit Montreal.' 




«ff Vmtirm Tkirfy-sti'i'm 
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The Chainnan of the British Bank of South 
America, at tlie Annual Meet ing held in London on 
May 14th, 1925, made the following comment on 
the trade conditions in Brazil: 

"Owing to the A-ery dry weather in the State of 
Sdo Paulo durint; September-No\eml)er la?t the 
price of coffee advanced materially. The latest 
foreign trade statistics published cover the ten 
months enderl October, 1924, and, although rhe 
quantit\' of coffee exported during that period was 
only aix)ut 37S,OUO bags of 120 lbs. each more than 
that shipped in the corrcsj>t>nding period of 1923, as 
a result of the higher prices ruling the value was 
£2U,200,UOO greater, at £57,670,000, this figure, 
indeed, representing nearly 75% of the total mer- 
chandise exfKjrts of £77,000,000. The latter total 
exceeded imports by about £22,580,000, as against 
a surplus during the same period of 1913 of 
£16,867,000, and on this basis it is probable that 
1924 closed with a balance of trade favourable to 
Brazil of scmie £27,000,000. With the object of 
maintaining prices of coffee at a jjrofitable level, the 
Government of the State of Sao Paulo have formed 
the 'Institute Panlista de Defctsa Permanente de 
C'afc,' which is undoubtedly of considerable benefit to 
the planters. 

''In regard to the other principal I^razilian pro- 
ducts, further expansion in exjwrts of coc(;a oecurrcsf 
during the first ten nujnths of 1924, while shipment.s 
of f^il -producing -(;eds, kjIwco, and her\'amate, 
although less jn volume, wfr-e all higher in value. 
Kxports of rubber were about 2.500 tons liia:her, 
but the value was £123,000 le-^s at £1.36i,000._ 'Ih- 
expansirm in the frozen and chillerl meal infiu'^tr\-, 
whirh !ias been an (/utstanding feature ol [Jrazilian 
trade for the past year or so, was unfijrtunalelv 
impeded in 1924 by the military rc^voh, the ron- 
ft(.'qu«it tlisorganizatfon of trans{)orl and <he cf>n- 



i'dfi Iiufi4re4 'f hfrly-nfki 
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tinued di'sturbance in the interior having affected 
supplies. In spite of these adverse factors, liowever. 
shipments of meat totalled 73,314 tons in the first 
ten months of 1924, as compared witli 69,272 tons in 
the corresponding period of 1923, the value rising to 
over £2,000,000. There can he no doubt that, with 
the restoration of nonnal conditions ensuring- sup- 
plies to the frigorificos, the latter are certain of 
finding markets for their products on the Continent 
of Europe. 

"An industry which is making considerable 
progress in Brazil is cotton-growing. .Although 
exports of raw cotton during the first ten months of 
1924 were only about one-third the quantity of thos©= 
in the corresponding period of 1923, this diminution 
was entirely due to the fact that owing to the expan- 
sion of the Brazilian textile industry, local manufac- 
turers took up practically the whole of the available 
supply. The forthcoming crop in Sao Paulo is 
estimated at about 30,000,000 kilos (W Hiillistt 
pounds), or nearly double that of 1924, and in con- 
sequence there may be a surplus available for export 
this year." n i 

"At the time when the 1923 Budget was intro- 
duced the Commission on Finance showed that the 
total deficit for the decadt^ ended 1923 was over 
3,000,000 conlcxs (paper), which at a rateof exciiange 
of 6d. represents £75,000,000 steriing. The effect of 
this long series of deficits liad been, as the Com- 
mission [jointed out, that the countr>- had had to 
i)orro\v both internally and externailv. and had 
resorted to inflation-. The Budget for 1924 estimated 
total expenditure ;u 1,309.400 paper contos, and 
revenue at 1,362,248 pa|,)er contos, but the Govern- 
ment's ufforts to economiae have been niillified bv 
exlraortlinary expenditure inx'olved in su]ipres<in"<; 
ihc rex oh, and, as a lesuli, the year aciualb clo>ed 
with a drti. It of about 89,7ST contos ^paper^' on the 
basis v'. Uic paper milreis lieing worth ChI." 
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"At Sao Paulo the prolonged droug'ht has con- 
siderably affecttHl coffee and other crops, and as the 
electrical companies are unable to supply more than 
a percentage of the power normally used by manit- 
factiarers, factories are restricted in their electric 
power supply- to two days per week. This has 
naturally depressed the Sao Paulo market and there 
appears little chance of improvement for some time 
to come. There is severe congestion at the Port of 
Saiitos, although ever^'thing possible is being done to 
improve the situation. While coffee-growing gives 
such gCKid profits planters are not tempted to ex- 
iperinient with cotton, but experts report that the 
State of Sao Paulo is very well adaj)ted to cotton- 
growing on a large scale, and s('\-era] foreign syn- 
dicates have commenced operations." 

"The Argentine statistics of foreign trade are 
follow- —imports for 1924 were about S20, 000,000 
lower than in 1923, at $828,709,993 (gold), while 
exports e\]>andLd Ijv no k's-. than $240,033,000 to a 
total of SI on 394,582 (gold), establishing a favour- 
able balance of trade o-f 1182,684,589, which is 
roughh- the total of the adverse l)ahuux s of the 
three preceding years. The total value of shipments 
of agricultural proiwce imt year amounted to $571,- 
965,000 (gold), against $413,697,000 in 1923, the 
quantities of grain ex]>orted comparing as follows; 



"Exfjorts during 1924 (jf all products relatijig to 
the meat trade totalled in value $406,185,000 ('gold'' 



1924 

Tons 



1923 
Tons 



Whea^ 4,508,000 

Maize 4,644,000 

Oats... 730,000 

Linsenb. ........... . 1,420,000 



3,765,124 
2,923,048 
438,584 
1,105,267 
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against $323,698,006 (gokl) In 1923. Tho frcatest 
expansion shown in the group was in shipments 
of chilled and frozen meat, JargeJy owing to the 
development of fresh European markets, a total 
of 953,000 tons valued at $166,772,000 fgold) 
having been exported against only 739,000 tons 
Avorth $121,865,000 in the preceding year. There 
Avere also larger shipments ©f hides due to the in- 
creasing German demand, exports of salted ox-hides 
totalling 169,000 tons valued at $62,087,000 (gold) 
as compared with 123,600 tons w»i*tb $47,287,000 
(gold) in 1923. The wool clip once again showed 
a diminution in volume and shipments were about 
18,000 tons tess ftt 1924, at 110?, 200 tons. bu{ owing 
to the higher prices ruling the value was about 
$11,000,000 greater, at S69.493,000 (gold). 

"The dahy industry of Argentine wtaking ex- 
cellent progress, as is also cotton-growing. The 
area sown to cotton for the 1924-25 season was 
105,000 hectafe'g, as compared with 62,658 hectares 
in the preceding season, and 22,864 hectares in 

1922- 23, whihst the forthcoming cotton crop is 
reliabh- estimated at 48,600 tons, as compared with 

1923- 24 croi) cstimaU's \ ar\ing between 12,000 and 
25,000 tons. The cotton already picked is reported 
to be generally of good quality. Sugar growers 
experienced a normal year, while the production 
of wine was somewhat above the average and is 
now practically sufticient to meet the local demand 
for ordinai-y wines. The (juel:)racho extract in- 
dustry held its own during 1924, 180,912 tons having 
been exp<jrted as compared with 166,400 in 1923. 
The Argentine (jil industry continues to expand, 
the vahn* of i>rotjuction of oil and by-pro<kicts 
duiing 1024 )Ki\-ing reached |19,232.588 (paper), 
whilst the Government has approved the estimate 
of expentUture of vS5?,6S0,000 (paper) for opera l!<ni 
and !kn-el(jp.niont t)f the oiljiclds during- the current 
year. 
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"With regard to the national finances of Argentina, 
it is very satisfactory to note that, for the first time 
for some years past, expenditure has not exceeded 
estimates, and indeed, in February last the Minister 
of Finance provisionally estimated a surplus in 
the main Budget fotr 1924 of |1,119,000 (paper)." 



.FiJg* Hunirvi fariy-tmo 
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